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LETTER  I. 

bn  Philip  Chetwin  to  Colonel  Forrester. 

mY  friend  Charles  !  What  an  ad- 
-jV'ik  -M  venturf  !  Have  I  eroded  the  feae 
¥£r>£  q  'fe'M.  far  this  1  To  difcover  the  richeit 
it*{  fm  gem  which  nature  has  given  to  this 


H  *3? 


U# 
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^  new  world.  Paint  to  yourfelf  every 
bewitching  charm  the .  waimeft  ima- 
.  -  „  gination  can  conceive  of  what  is 
iowdinels  itfeif.  The  .mold  con fimmate  beauty-— the 
nmli  heavenly  expreTion — a  fofcnefs  inexoreflibly 
b/»  cet  with  grace  f — Nature  !  by  heaven  in  her  happi- 
fp? .  1p0inent)  ior  once  formed  divine  perfection, 
i.  nunc  not  1  rave,  but  die  is  the  divinity  of  thefe  wild 

r eg« oils  !  By  my  foul,  file’s  more  than  mortal  !  and  I 
adore  her. - 

Really,  Charles,  I  can  write  no  rhdre  — you  mufc 
crpect  no  account — 7  am  unable  to  give"  it — En~ 
t[a.rif  d—— All  emotion  f — wild  as  the  winds — Mc-: 
Clinks  fne  fails  through  cryftal  lakes — or  walks  thro’ 
emerald  groves- — Now  floating  on  the  wings  of  killing 
air>  tnrough  dazzling  worlds,  receiving  homage  as  Hie 

moves  ! 
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moves  !  The  queen  of  beauty’s  empire  ftept  for  a 
moment  from  her  difUnt  throne  to  play  the  tyrant  in 
this  nether  world  !  '1  o  fill  our  fouls  with  haplefs  love, 
and  by  the  magic  of  her  enchanting  eye  change  us  to 
gazing  maniecs,  wildly  wandering — fighing — loving 

- no — not  defpairing. — There — there,  Charles — 

a  dafa  through  the  whole,  you  need  not  read  it.— 
Now  don’t  quote  the  una  littura  poteji , — But  no  more 
— let  my  fancy  but  for  one  moment  gaze  at  that  fweet, 
image  of  more  than  human  tendernefs,  and,  alas,  I 
am  again  undone — my  brain  will  turn  the  next. 

Your  haplefs  friend, 


P,  Chetwi n. 


L  E  T- 
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LETTER  II. 


Mils  Che  twin  to  Mifs  Hervey. 

i 

1FIND,  my  dear  Kitty,  that  you  are  furprized  Ido 
•  ct  more  lament  my  bani/hment,  a3  you  call  it 
t  tnis  country  of  trees  and  beads*  Lamenting  would 
ne  ot  but  little  confluence  •  here  ]  am— and  here 
for  home  time  I  mull  remain  }  and  I  a  fibre  you  I  don’t 
.mu  u  o  horrible  as  you  think  it,  nor  as  I  expended  it. 
hi)  latner  is  exceedingly  tender  and  obliging  to  me 
and  my  brother,  when  he  is  with  us,  omits  nothing  to 
ente;tain  me.  1  read  and  \vr  te,  and  walk,  and  angle 
(better  finding  than  ever  you  faw  in  England)  and 
fpend  much  of  my  time  at  my  harpfi chord  ;  1  was  a 
::a:.c  5tih  my  father  procured  me  one  from 

m Ipma :  ^  In  fliort,  my  fituation  is  not  at  all 
wreicned,  and  me  will  entire’y  reconcile  me  to  the 
want  of  company.  As  to  the  Jones’s,  they  are  vew 
good  fort  of  people,  but  neither  the  fans  nor  daughter* 
have  any  tiling  in  them  to  lender  their  conversation''' 
tne  lead  agreeable.  Ehe  father  is  a  worthv-hearted 
creature,  very  obliging,  is  gen ei ally  chearfui,  and  in 
ms  way  not  unentertaining.  He  has  taken  a  molt 
(.x.en  ivc  plaiiiaL*on,  and  is  at  a  van;  expence  in  retting 
it  in  order  ;  a  work  not  yet  finifbed.  I  hd'eve  he 
employs  fixty  hands.  1  he  hou fe  is  a  large  one  •  cur 
apartment  very  convenient  :  r,v  father  pays  fo  rood 
a  price,  that  he  was  accommodated  to  the  utmost  of 
tneir  power  :  the  gi  eat  bufmefs  they  carry  on  heie 
wnuers  the  place  lively  — I  always  thought  a  large 
i  arm- ho  life  m  England  the  mo  ft  chearf  habitation  in 
»  he  w  orld.  My  father  rides  about  continually.  He 
has  not  yet  taken  any  journey  except  a  fight  one  to  the 
l  a  ixs  of  lake  Ontario  ;  which  threw  him  quite  into 
raptures.  He  fays  it  is  the  fine  ft  country  he  ei  e  be- 
he!i.,  and  longs  to  be  better  acquainted  wu'th  it — but 
as  a  journey  in  this  part  of  the  world  ;  is  not  perform¬ 
ed  m  a  ioort  t:me,  he  does  not  defign  undertaking  one 

j1'  2  before 
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before  I  am  perfectly  fatisficd  with  my  fituation  at  Mr. 
Jones’s.  I  am  naturally  fearful,  but  believe  there  is 
here  no  reafon  to  be  uneafy,  for  the  people  feem  to  be 
very  civil  and  obliging  ;  and  I  am  to  have  John,  Rich¬ 
ard  and  Ann,  befides  my  own  maid  left  with  me 
whenever  my  father  goes.  I  don’t  doubt  but  you 
think  me  very  ftrange  and  infipid  ;  but,  my  dear,  you 
know  how  pafllonately  fond  I  am  of  mufick,  and  ma- 
ay  are  the  hours  I  amufe  myfelf  at  my  harpfichord. 

As  to  Mr.  Hay,  I  have  received  two  letters  from 
him  flnce  we  arrived — he  rants  away  like  a  lad  forfa- 
ken  lover  to  be  furc,  but  the  man  mud  have  patience  ; 
1  have  not  wrote  to  him  yet. 

Something  I  fear  has  happened  to  my  brother  ;  be 
has  been  abfent  from  us.  on  a  little  tour,  three  weeks 
longer  than  we  expected. 

Well,  Kitty,  I  mud  conclude  this  mod  tedious  of 
all  tirefo^re  epidles,  and  allure  you  that  I  am,  &c. 

Harriet  Cue  twin. 


L  E  T. 
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LETTER  III. 

To  Mr.  Boyde. 


/ 


INDEED,  ray  friend,  you  rauft  allow  me  yet  t© 
affert  the  juft  nefs  of  thofe  principles  on  which  1 
found  my  prefect  conduct, - Your  reafoning  is  cer¬ 

tainly  fpecious,  but  far  from  being  concluiive  ;  and 
there  is  a  flight  Era  in  of  compliment  intermixed5  with 
your  arguments,  which,  however  generally  agreeable, 
has  little  weight  with  me.  It  is  the  earned  wiili  of  ray 
foul,  that  I  may  conduct  myfelf  through  life  with  that 
Ready  and  determined  perfeverancc  in  the  path  of  un¬ 
prejudiced  realon,  which  can  alone  render  a  man  fu- 
perior  to  the  fopperies  of  opinion  and  failiion.  This 
ncccf  y  oiu  on  is  the  moil  philofophic  guide  on 
which  the  human  mind  can  depend. 

You  think  it  ftrange  that  I  ihould  forfake  my  native 
country,  the  peculiar  reftdence  of  every  charm  that  can 
entice  mankind,  to  prefer  one  region  to  another  •  to 
take  up  my  abode  among  lavages  in  the  boundlefs 
woods  of  America  ;  but  1  flatter  myfelf  that  had  you 
feen  as  much  of  the  poiiihed  European  worl<j  as  I  have, 
you  would  think  there  was  nothing  fo  extraordinary  in 
the  refolution  :  I  redded  fome  time  in  feveral  parts  of 
Europe,  and  formed  an  ext en five  acquaintance  with 
men  wliofe  names  would  flatter  the  vanity  of  fome 
travellers  to  repeat  :  In  a  word,  I  rendered  myfelf  as 
compleat  a  mafter  of  European  manners  as  I  was  able  • 
and  it  was  the  reflections  I  drew  from  that  knowledge 
which  induced  me  to  leek  for  more  natural  ideas  and 
purer  practice  in  a  country  juft  on  the  verge  of  cultiva¬ 
tion  h  r  I  laid  it  down  as  a  maxim,  that  a  country 
mu  ft  abound  in  the  neceflaries  of  life  before  thefuper- 
fluhies  could  deluge  it  with  luxury  and  vice. 

You  did  me  injustice  to  fuppole  I  ihouid  make  fuch 
imprudent  hafte  to  purchafe  :  I  have  too  much  ex¬ 
perience  to  rufti  at  once  into  the  completion  of  a 
fcheme  with  a  juvenile  eagerae.s,  before  every  confe- 

quence 
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quence  was  weig'ied,  and  aftual  local  knowledge  had 
removed  every  objedlion.. 

J  J 

Your  unealinefs  about  my  daughter  is  grcundlefs : 
foe  is  of  a  dilpofition  formed  by  nature  for  being  haor.y 
in  every  fituation  :  the  little  penetration  I  am  matter  of, 
mult  have  been  poorly  employed  if  I  had  not  been  able 
fo  to  manage  fuch  a  docile  mind,  as  to  render  it  equally 
happy  in  an  American  wood  or  a  London  afTemblv 
At  this  you  will  fmile,  but  I  am  miftaken  if  I  do  not  ■{ 
form  a  little  fociety  amidlt  thefe  romantic  fcenes 
where  n  iture  reigns  in  her  majeftic  wiidnefs,  more 
confonant  to  true  reafon,  happiness  and  virtu-*,  than 
can  ever  be  met  with  amidft  the  pompous  glare  and 
poliflied  elegance  of  your  vicious  climes.-— But  I  have 
ever  dropped  the  paternal  authority  as  much  as  poflible 
in  the  tendernefs  of  the  friend,  and  if  my  daughter 
difappoincs  my  expedition,  die  knows  a  word  i* 
fu  die  lent.  IVIy  fon  has  a  refill  for  travelling,  which 

renders  his  abode  in  America  hitherto  agreeable  :  was 
it  founded  lei s  in  a  love  of  novelty,  I  own  I  fhould  be 
better  pleafed  ;  but  I  have  little  reafon  to  complain  - 
and  his  fortune  is  amply  fufEcient  to  fettle  him  where- 
t  oever  his  inch  nation  leads. 

Never  can  I  allow  the  vain  fophiftry  of  modern 
times  to  influence  my  judgment  fo  vilely  as  to  render  it 
more  agreeable-  to  refide  in  the  mid  ft  of  the  moft  fright  - 
fill  vices,  the  moft  confuming  debauchery,  the  rnoft 
difg ufting  immorality — merely  because  this  horrible 
detail  is  tinfelfd  over  with  the  varnifli  of  riches,  arts, 
elegance  and  diflipation- — rather  than  pafs  through' 
life  amidft  fimplicity  and  innocence,  labour,  health 
and  chearfulnefs — Refledi  one  moment  on  the  conta¬ 
mination  of  European  refinements — What  a  contrail  J 

In  anfwer  to  your  ideas  of  this  country,  fuifice  it  to 
fay,  they  are  as  wide  from  truth  as  the  poles  are  a  fun 
der  J  Your’s. 


P.  Ciiz t WIN. 


L  E  T. 
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LETTER  IV. 
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Mifs  Hervey  to  Mifs  Cketwyn. 

INDEED,  my  dear  friend,  you  are  fo  intolerably  in - 
fipid,  that  I  have  fcarce  any  patience  with  you. — 
irou  are  -as  eaiy,  as  unconcerned,  as  contented  and  as 
happy,  furrounded  with  clowns  and  favages,  as  if  in 
the  full  meridian  of  fplendor,  fhiningat  a  ball.  I  can 
write  nothing  but  reproaches: — your  conduct  is  fo 
insufferable,  that  I  think  ’tis  pity  you  fhould  ever  fee 
any  thing  but  woods  and  ftreams.  You  talk  to  me  of 
angling!  What-]  cool  my  heels  by  the  fide  of fome 
purling  brook,  watching  withendlefs  attention  a  float¬ 
ing  cork!  Oh  !  this  is  charming amufement!  fo  rural !  fo 
innocent!  and  fo  entertaining!  Ha!  ha!  ha!  Had 
but  my  father  made  me  fuch  a  propofol,  and  with 
fuch  good  nature  as  yours  did,  fhould  not  I  have  been 
flaik  mad  to  have  left  London  for  the  favage  wilds  of 
America  ?  .  Horrible  !  But  deteftible  as  your  fit  nation 
is,  don’t  fail  writing  as  often  as  the  mail  will  allow 
you  ;  for,  be  you  in  whatever  country,  reft  aftured 
nothing  that  concerns  you  can  be  indifferent  to  me. 

•  This  plaguy  fellow  Edgerton,  ft  ill  pefters  me  with 
his  troublefome  nonfenfe,  though  he  mu  ft  know  how 
much  1  hate  him :  It  would  be  quite  infufferable  if 
the  man  was  not  a  good  figure ;  but  he  dreffes  well 
and  underftands  the  fafhion  ;  and  there  is  fome  credit 
in  allowing  him  to  dangle  a  little  :  but  I  mud  think 
your  brother’s  friend,  the  Colonel,  twenty  times  over 
a  finer  gentleman  :  what  hurts  me  moft  is  my  father’s 
fondnefs  for  Edgerton;  he  has  a  wonderful  opinion  of 
him,  and  I  fee  plainly  wou’d  like  to  have  me  think  as 
well  of  him  as  he  does- — but  never  can  that  be.  But 
I  abhor  the  idea  of  being  a  flave  to  thofe  imperious 
men  ;  and  he  that  does  clap  a  chain  on  me,  mull  be 
fomething  a  little  out  of  the  common  road. 

Tuefdqy  Night.  Edgerton  here  as  ufual ;  he  was 
Co  impertinent  as  to  infift  on  attending  me  to  the 
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afTembl yj  and  my  father  fo  abfurd  as  to  promote  if* 
he  expended  dancing  with  me,  hut  I  refufed  him,  and 
afterwards  danced  with  Colonel  Forrefter;  if  any  thing 
wou  dfliQw  him  how  little  agreeable  he  was  to  me,  I 
think  it  wou’d  be  fuch  treatment ;  but  the  fellow  has 
1°  much  bronze,  that  nothing  can  daunt  him  :  he 
was  full  of  gallantry  to  me  all  the  evening,  and  while 
1  was  lotting  in  one  corner  of  the  room  with  Mils 
Kicharafon  and  Forrefter,  he  was  jaunting  away,  and 
i ell  on  one  knee,  and  feizing  my  hand  kiffed  it  haftily  • 
with  tne  ether  I  gave  him  an  admirable  box  on  the  ear! 
which  quite  ftruck  him  afide,  and  totally  difeompofed 
his  powdered  hair.  He  called  me  a  vile  firry,  and 
be  avenged.  The  Colonel  laugh’d,  and 
ivliis  Richardfon  was  quite  frightened.  My  gentleman, 
However,  feern’d  to  have  forgot  his  angerVfore  the 
evening  was  over,  and  returned  to  his  former  flippancy. 
He.  hau  the  affurance  to  offer  me  his  chariot,  becaule 
our  coacn  was  not  at  the  door  the  moment  we  came 
down.  .  I  have  a  worfe  opinion  of  him  every  time  I 
meet  him ;  and  it  is  heightened  by  the  difference  there 
io  between  him  and  Colonel  Forreffer,  a  cont raff  great¬ 
ly  to  his  difadvantage.  I  own  I  am  often  furprifed  you 
inoii  d  have  treated  1  o  coldly  a  man  fo  much  the  gen¬ 
tleman.  ° 

,  Jburfday.  This  morning  about  eleven  o’ clock  a 
mey  knocked  at  cur  door,  and  defired  to  fpeak  with 
me;  /lie  was  fliowed  up  to  my  dreiftng  room.  She 
nad  the  appearance  of  a  very  agreeable  woman  ;  but  I 
faw  her  before.  After  the  common  civilities — 
If  it  is  not  impertinent,  madam,  may  I  prefume  to  afk 
n  one  Mr.  Edgerto  undoes  not  at  prelent  pay  his  ad- 
dreffes  to  you  ? 

n  Pay  his  addrefles  to  me,  Madam!  replied!:  I 
fli ou’d  think  hirn  exceeding  impertinent  if  he  did. 

1  wou’d  not  be  thought  impolite  on  any  account* 
but  he  furely  is  rather  particular  ?  —  A  Tendrelfeor  fo — 

Really,  Madam,  you  mufc  allow  me  to  think  your 
queff  ions  rather  particular ;  but  it  is  a  fubjeft  I  can 
fet  in  a  clear  light  in  two  words. 

Yo* 
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You  are  very  obliging. 

Know  then.  Madam',  Mr.  Edgerton  has  of  late 
been  what  you  call  particular  to  me  ;  what  I  call  ex¬ 
ceedingly  .ree-  infinitely  troublefome  to  ree — and 
iailly,  I  hate  the  light  of  him. 

You  fatisfy  me  fufficiently,  Madam 

May  I  now  requeft,  Madam,  the  motive  of  your 
making  thefe  inquiries  ?  7 

Mr.  Edgerton  has  ufed  me  exceeding  ill  which  I 

apprehend,  you  will  readily  believe  when  I  tell  you’  I 
am  his  wife.  7  3 

Elis  wife  1 

Even  fo ;  I  have  fome  particular  reafons  which 
made  me  defirous  of  knowing  the  truth  of  the  reports 
l  heard  of  his  connexion  with  you,  Madam,  and  you 
have  been  extremely  kind  in  fo  freely  telling  it  Cou’d 

you  favour  me  with  an  interview  with  him,  a'little 
iudden- - a  la  brufquement,  or  fo  ? _ 

With  all  my  heart,  Madam ;  and  I  think,  if  any 
thing  will  be  able  to  confound  his  alfurar.ee,  it  will  be 
your  preience  here. 

.  We  were  felling  the  time  moft  likely  for  the  ren¬ 
counter,  when  my  father  entered  the  room  to  tell  me 

that  Colonel  F orrefter  and  Mr.  Edgerton  drank  tea 
with  us  in  the  afternoon. 

I  then  agreed  with  the  unknown  lady,  that  fire 
fnou  d  be  witn  me  by  five  o’  clock. - She  was  punc¬ 

tual  to  her  time.  I  contrived  it  fo  that  my  father 
Ihou  d  be  engaged  with  the  Colonel  in  the  dining¬ 
room,  and  I  knew  well  enough  the  other  would  foon 
t.e  with  me  ;  for  his  impudence  is  proof  againft  every 
thing.  Mrs.  Edgerton  and  myfelf  then  drefled  our- 
lelves  nearly  alike;  and  to  affift  the  fimilitude,  each 
put  on  a  hat  and  fliade,  and  wrapped  up  our  faces  as 

,  .  I  Tl*e  topfh-ach.  I  fliou’d  obierve  to  you,  that  her 
heighth  and  fize  are  exactly  mine.  I  then  ordered  my 
maid  to  come  into  the  room  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  after  Mr.  Edgerton,  and  tell  him  a  perfon  wanted 
to  /peak  with  him;  and  when  he  had  got  half  way 
down  to  pretend  a  miftake,  and  fend  him  up  again ; 
Mrs.  Edgerton  remaining  conceded  in  my  clolet. 

.  In 
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In  comes  my  gentleman  as  expe&ed,  but  unluckily 
the  Colonel  with  him :  I  was  quite  angry  at  feeing  the 
plot  fo  near  being  fpoiled  ;  but  rejoiced  to  fee  my  fa¬ 
ther  enter  a  few  minutes  after,  and  take  the  Colonel 
into  his  ftudy  to  iliew  him  a  new  edition  of  fcmething 
Edgerton  dircdly  made  up  to  me,  and  fpouted  forth 
abundance  of  compliments  on  my  diforder  in  my  face  ; 
I  converfed  freely  with  him,  difguifingmy  voice  a  little j 
as  if  by  holding  my  lips  fliut,  and  in  a  drain  more  fa¬ 
miliar  than  ufual.  My  fpark  did  not  let  the  alteration 
efcape  him,  and  I  fuppole  thought  it  bcfb  to  catch  mv 
caprice  as  it  dew;  he  was  particularly  tender,  full  of 
compliments,  fighed,  and  was  proceeding  when  the 

maid  entered - •“  Sir — here’s  a  perfon  wou’d  fpeak 

a  moment  with  you.”- - Out  he  goes,  — Into  the 

clofet  whi/ks  I,  and  whips  Mrs.  Edgerton  into  my 
chair,  Blowing  her  the  leaning  podure  he  left  me  in  ; 
and  gi  ving  her  tlie  pitch  of  my  voice,  which  ihe  imi¬ 
tated  in  a  moment,  dept  behind  the  fcreen  for  the  bet¬ 
ter  walking  forth  to  his  confufion. 

He  returns  in  a  minute  :  takes  his  feat  again — -and 

in  the  tender  drain - “  But  as  I  was  faying,  my 

dear  Mifs  Hervey,  you  mud  never  relapfe  again  into 
an  indifference  to  fo  profound  an  edeem  as  I  have  for 
you.” 

May  I  believe  you?' - replied  foe,  the  voice  to  ad - 

miration. 

By  heavens  J  you  may  —  taking  her  hand  refpec 7- 
fully. 

I  canfcarce  believe  it. 

You  may  indeed— - my  angel !  ( kijjing  her  hand.)- 

Do  you  indeed  love  me  ? 

From  the  bottom  of  my  foul  I  do. 

But  I  once  heard,  Mr.  Edgerton,  that  you  had  a 
wife  —  >Is  that  true  ? 

A  wife!  my  charmer !  ridiculous.  Never  was  there 
a  woman  that  cou’d  make  the  lead  impreflion  on  my 
heart  but  you,  ’tis  you  are  referv’d  to  make  me  happy, 

fupremely  bled - — 

You  never  had  a  wife  then  ? 


Never. 
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Never.' - [She  farting  up — throwing  off  her  dif- 

guife  in  a  moment - her  eyes  ail  fury ,  and  her  attitude 


that  of  paffion  itfelj - and  /,  hurfiing  from  the  fcreen., 

- So,  Sir!  So!  Never  married!  No  wife!  Vile 

detefted  lyar  ! - 

Me.[  You  love  me  from  the  bottom  of  your  foul J 
She.]  Wretch!  Bafe deceiver !  A  wife!  Ridiculous, 
[He  the  very  £  id  lire  of  guilty  con fufi  on - his  , 


impudence  overfet  •  faring  at  us  iy  turns . 


Me.]  My  angel ! 
happy ? 


■I  am  referved  to  make  you 


She.]  Thou  mean,  bafe,  pitiful  fellow!  defplcabJy 
ridiculous  ! 


A  pjague  confound  you  both — replied  he ,  and  ran 
out  or  the  room - and  out  of  the  houfe  in  two  mi¬ 

nutes. 

My  father,  with  he  colonel,  hearing  a  little  bufle, 
came  hafdily  into  the  room,  and  with  fome  fur  prize 
enquired  it  any  thing  was  the  matter:  I  told  him  the 
wh.de  tale,  not  forgetting  the  palpable  guilt  and  con- 
fuhon  of  Mr.  Edgerton.  He  was  [truck  with  afro 
rudiment ;  quell  ion  ed  the  lady  (lightly  on  fome  circmn- 
Itances  of  the  affair,  and  found  no  reafon  to  doubt  of 
herhufband  being  a  worth1  els  man.  Colonel  FoireRer 
did  not  feein  to  relisli  the  humour  of  the  affair;  and  I 
thought  looked  afquint  at  the  wife.  My  father  polite¬ 
ly  enough  requeued  her  company  at  tea,  and  made  a 
tender  of  his  lerv  ices,  if  they  con’d  have  any  good  effedt 
between  her  and  Mr.  Edgerton.  She  thanked  him 
with  feveral  exprefions  of  obligation,  but  waved  hav¬ 
ing  any  thing  to  do  with  a  man  that  had  fo  notcriotfly 
forfeited  his  honour— -and  hinted  that  the  chief  motive 
of  her  taking  the  liberty  ike  had  done  with  me,  was  to 
prevent  my  being  deceived  by  a  man  fo  extremely  falfe 
as  Mr.  Edgerton. 

After  tea,  whilft  my  father  and  Colonel  Forr elder 
were  deep  in  politicks,  I  had  a  good  deal  of  chat  with 

her.  She  isieally  a  mold  agreeable  woman - lively, 

fenfible  and  entertaining.  I  requeued  the  favour  of 
her  further  acquaintance  ;  and  believe  we  (hall  be  very 
VOL.  I  B  good 
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good  friends.  This  you  may  think  imprudent,  with¬ 
out  knowing  more  of  her— but  you  know,  child,  when 
I  think  a  woman  agreeable  and  witty,  I  always  culti¬ 
vate  her  acquaintance  without  making  too  minute  en¬ 
quiries.  Adieu. 

You  will  be  troubled  again  foon  from 

Yours,  &c. 

C.  Herviy. 


fib' fix'* 
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LETTER  V. 

To  Colonel  Forrester. 

IHA\  to  no  lort  of  doubt  but  you  thought  me  on 
the  very  verge  of  lunacy,  when  I  wrote  my  laft 
letter  —  but  no  iuch  matter  truly  :  all  fober  truth  and 
living  reality.  I  believe  I  was  before  alittle  incoherent, 
and  d:d  not  exprefs  myfelf  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  was 

necedary  for  your  under  Handing  rue - and  now,  on 

I  lliall  tire  you  with  minutenefs. 

Smce  I  arrived  in  America,  I  have  been  perpetually 
entertained  on  all  (ides  with  accounts  of  the  roman- 
tiek  beauty  of  the  back  country  on  the  great  lakes  and 
jivC-s  •  and  as  1  in  all  probability  ftiou'd  never  again 
have  an  opportunity  cl  viewing  them,  I  determined 
before  I  iiiou  d  leave  the  country  to  take  a  tour,  if  I 
Lund  ii  practicable,  thro  the  lined  part cf  it.  I  wrote 
you  before  of  my  father’s  fttuation  and  fchemes,  ar.d 
you  may  judge  from  them  that  he  wou’d  not  have 
diiiiked  accompanying  me  ;  but  leaving  my  lifter  at  the 
lodgings  wou’d  by  no  means  do  5  therefore  he  cou- 
tented  himfeli  with  taking  (mall  tours,  frequently  re¬ 
turning  to  ice  that  fhe  was  in  an  agreeable  and  proper 
iKuation.  As  i  was  a  great  (hanger  to  the  country, 
— id  me  precautions  to  be  o ble;  v cd  in  travelling  thio* 
u,  I  determined  to  attend  my  father  in  one  or  two  of 
his  journeys  (marches  I  tbou'd  la;,)  and  then  take  ra- 
thus  a  longer  one  by  myfelf,  before  1  attempted  the 
gaind  tour  of  North  America,  T  his  latter  part  of  my 
plan  1  have  juft  executed,  and  in  it  met  with  the  adven¬ 
ture  which  threw  me  into  a  delirium  perceptible 
enough  in  my  laft  to  you. 

}  Ltmd  the  journey  inconceivably  difficult :  mv  hi  ft 
cbjeCt  was  the  country  which  lies  on  the  banks  of  lake 
Ene;  and  as  I  was  determined  to  view  as  many  of  the 
piCturefque  beauties  of  the  feene  as  poffible  ;  the  wild- 
iiels  of  the  country  was  a  great  impediment  to  travel¬ 
ling  through  it:  It  wouhl  have  been  impoftible to  pe- 
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netrate  it,  had  I  not  fecured  two  Indians  for  guides , 
.who  were  of  infinite  fervice  to  me.  The  face  of  the 
country  is  beyond  any  thing  I  ever  beheld.  As  1  was 
breaking  from  one  landfkip  to  another,  in  a  part  of  it 
particularly  thick  and  impenetrable,  and  whe  e  my 
Indians  had  never  been  before;  we  humbled  as  it  weie 
on  a  fpot,  which  may  give  you  fome  idea  of  the  coun¬ 
try  in  general. 

We  were  very  near  turning  a  fide  from  the  track  be¬ 
fore  us  on  account  of  a  thicket  of  briars,  brambles,  and 
aim  oft  impenetrable  thorns  ;  when  our  Indians  difco- 
vered  an  afcent  up  a  pretty  fteep  and  rugged  hill, 
which  they  apprehended  I  might  be  able  to  fc  ale,  and 
efFe£tcd  it  with  no  little  difficulty.  The  hill  was  co¬ 
vered  with  a  thick  wood,  which  we  traverfed  for  fome 
time,  and  then  began  to  defcend ,  ft  ill  inveloped  in  it. 

- - We  foon  entered  a  fmall  valley  funk  in  the  fide 

of  the  hill,  which  feafted  our  eyes  with  a  landfkip  tiuly 
American.  From  one  fide  of  it,  we  looked  thro’  an 
irregular  arch  of  prodigious  oak  and  walnut-trees,  on 
the  lake,  a  fine  and  fmooth  expanfe  or  w  ater  {Fetching 
away  on  each  fide  to  a  great  diftance,  but  broke  in 
’  front  by  a  woody  iftand.  On  the  other  fide,  and  at  a 
diftance  in  our  front  view,  ran  a  circular  ridge  of  hills 
(mountains  you  wou’d  call  them  in  England)  com¬ 
pletely  covered  with  vaft  foreft  trees  from  the  edge  of 
the  fine  valley  below  us,  to  their  very  fummits,  and 
fc rming  the  moft  romantic  amphitheatre  of  wood  ima¬ 
gination  can  paint.  Surrounded  on  one  fide  by  this  no¬ 
ble  mound,  appeared  beneath  us  a  valley  (  f  I  may  fo 
call  it)  of  gently-fwelling  hills,  Hopes  and  lawns,  dales, 
ftreams  and  cascades,  fcattered  with  all  the  enchanting 
negligence  of  the  moft  pidturefque  fancy.  The  mo¬ 
ment  I  threw  my  eye  ever  this  delicious  fpot,  all  mjr 
faculties  were  for  a  moment  fufpended,  1  coil’d  fcarce 
draw  my  bieath  for  gazing  with  fitch  ftatue-like  atten¬ 
tion  at  the  amazing  beauties  of  this  little  fpot.  A 
fmall  wdiite  lioufe,  chficient  fic  m  thofe  raifed  by  the 
Indians,  caught  my  eye,  at  the  ciftance  of  about  a 
mile;  it  had  the  appearance  of  a  neat  farm  he ufe  in 

England. 
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England.  I  refolved  to  defrenc!  into  this  valley  of  de¬ 
light,  and  approach  an  habitation  which  feemed  dropt 
from  heaven.  -  1 

As  we  moved  gently  along,  a  thoufand  frefli  ofeiedts 
ftruck  our  admnmg  eyes,  the  flight  vallies  which  in- 
tcriectea  the  mofl  verdant  (welling  lawns  lever  beheld, 

v.  cre  all  watered  by  little  gurgling  brooks - fome- 

uuies  breaking  into  flight  ftreams,  and  then  again  con- 
trading  their  green  banks  to  a.  meer  trickling  rill. 
1 1  ere  was  a  broken  cafcade  tumbling  downahillalmoft 
over-lhadowed  with  pendent  wood,  the  falling  flream 
n-arce  to  be  ieen  but  in  breaking  glades  thro5  a  thicket 
or  tree*.  ^  I  here,  a  line  riling  Hope  fpotted  with  a  va¬ 
riety  of  beautiful  unknown  trees,'  the  lake  glittering 
diro  tnem  ;  with  herds  of  deer  and  beeves  grazing  on 
every  part  of  it.  As  we  approached  the  houfe,°the 
iand  Ik  ip  grew  yet  more  enchanting,  the  lawns  feemed 
liiore  eiegant,  tne  found  of  falling  waters  unfeen,  vre  e 

heard - innumerable  vines  trailed  their  branches  up 

the  trees,  their  tendrils  and  ripe  clutters  of  fruit  han ■?- 

mg  from  every  part  in  beautiful  feftoons - a  few  im 

ciolures  with  Handing  corn  gave  a  variety  to  the  Jand- 
ikip  and  the  lioufe  threw  the  gilding  of  chearfui- 
neis  and  lociety  over  the  whole  feene.. 

.  content  and  ferenity,  thought  I,  mull  be  the 

inhabitants  of  this  delicious  manfion  !  imparadifed  in 

^11  that  nature  can  bellow! - 1  entered  the  door  as  I 

w ou’d  have  done  the  temple  of  a  Deity  and  1  found 

it  the  refidence  of  mifery  and  difeafe! 

In  a  fmall  but  neat'  room  fat  an  old  man,  -whole 
countenance  was  marked  with  thfc  furrows  of  extreme 
age,  leaning  again!!  the  back  of  his  chair ;  his  neck  in- 
clofed  in  trie  arm  of  a  young  woman  of  more  than  ba¬ 
nian  beauty,  weeping  mo  ft  mournfully.  So  pathetic* 
a  Ipeclacle  ftruck  a  horrour  to  my  foul,  which  ilopt  me 
froin  advancing;  I  made  a  figa  to  my  attendants  to  re¬ 
main  without,  and  Hood  gazing  with  admiration  at  the 
angel  before  me,  and  with  a  heart-felt  foirow  at  her 
melancholy  filiation.  The  old  man  giv  ng  a  dee;) 

■faid  with  a  faultcrrng  voice - “  ]t 

^  ~  wid 


tS  T  IT  E  F  A  I  R  A  M  ERIC  A  N. 

will  foon  be  over  my  ehild  !’’ - but  moving  his  eyes 

towards  the  door,  behold me.and  Halted — Thedaugh- 
ter  (lo  I  of  courfe  apprehended  hex  to  be)  alfofaw  me, 
and  gave  a  biriek.  I  advanced  a  few  Heps  with  hafle 

- Venerable  old  man,”  laid  I,  “  fear  me  not  ; 

I  am  your  countryman,  and  touch’d  with  borrow  at  fo 
melancholy  a  light.- - Can  I  ferveytu  ?” 

“  From  whence  came  you  ?”  replied  he,  eyeing  me 

with  feme  attention - li  This  is  furprizing :  how 

came  you  here  ?” 

“  Travelling  to  fee  the  beamy  of  the  country  I 
climbed  a  rugged  hill,  apd  accident  threw  me  on  your 

abode w - lie  made  an  effort  to  raife  himfelf  in  his 

chair,  but  was  near  fainting  - the  daughter  all  at¬ 

tention  to  his  filiation  was  Blocked  at  his  weakneis 
—  and  eyed  me  by  turns  with  great  amazement. 

\V©u’d  to  heaven  young  man,  I  knew  you" -  but 
that’s  impofiible  !  ( paiifng ,  and  drawing  ins  treat h 
with  difficulty)  1  have  fcarce  an  hour  to  live- - ’7 


net  for  that  I  grieve - blit  alas! - my  daughter. 

\ 

The  tears  burHing  from  his  eyes  — he  fell  into  a 
fwoon,  and  I  thought  had  expired.  She  was  in  ago- 

fijes  at  t,T  light—  and  with  the  voice  of  heaven - 

Oh  !  Sir,  afiiE  my  father! 

The  old  man,  however,  recovered  the  fhock,  hut 
fhewed  by  his  voice  that  his  end  was  near.  T  urning 
his  head  towards  me. 

Thefe  hofpitable  woods  have  for  thefe  many  years 
been  my  happy  refuge  from  the  barbarous  attacks  of 
fortune  in  my  native  country  —  my  child  was  thCn  an 
infant,  and  till  this  hour  ne’er  fiw  an  European — (after 
a  paufe  to  fetch  his  breath,  proceeding)  Here  ihe  has 
exiHed  innocent  and  happy  but  what  a  change,  if 
her  pure  mind,  unguarded  again!!  the  vile  practices  of 

the  world,  ihou’d  now  be  open  to-  its  fnares - This! 

-  -  this  is  what  tor  m  ents  m  e . - It  was  fo  m  e  i  i  me  h  ej  o  j  e 

he  could  go  on. - I  had  a  fcheme — but  that’s  no  more. 

- — —Con’d  F  depend  on  your  virtue  ! - But  how  vain 

is  that  idea? - You  live  in  the  woild - in  the  very 

world 
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world,  in,  that  deteffed  world  that  I  have  for  fa  ken? _ 

The  daughter  leaving  the  room  in  an  agony  of  forrow. 

Reft  your  mind  at  peace,  Sir -  I  fee  how  fearful 

you  are  that  your  beloved  child  fhou’d  ever  be  exoofed 
to  thofe  cruel  misfortunes  from  which  no  ope  "is  ex¬ 
empt  who  lives  like  other  men.  I  will  fay  nothin®-  in 
my  own  favour  ;  but  I  wall  fwcar  by  all  that’s  facred 
fne  fnall,  in  every  inftance  of  her  life,  have  all  the  pro- 
t  eft  ion  in  my  power  to  give  her - 1  have  an  honoura¬ 

ble,  worthy  and  humane  father — and  a  tender  and 
affectionate  fitter,  that  at  prefent  refidenota  fortnight’s 
journey  from  this  place.  She  fliall  in  us  enjoy  a  father, 
a  brother,  and  a  filler.  - - - 

Ah!  Stranger,  but  my  child  is  beaut’ful,  and  ycu 
are  young !  Alas  \  the  world !  the  world  !  with  all  its 
train  of  ills ! 


Believe  my  word - rely  upon  my  honour - 1 

wou’d  undergo  the  crudieft  ffrckes  to  which  human: tv 
is  liable,  rather  than  fpeak  to  your  angel  c  daughter, 
whofe  mind  muff  be  purity  and  innocence  itfel'f,  in 
terms  unmeet  for  the  moff  generous  foul:  nor  will  I 

ever  prefer  a  fuit  unto  her  affections  -> - nor  ever 

lpeak  one  fyllable  of  love,  if  you  now  give  meabfolute 
chaigeunto  the  contrary. 

Heaven  direCt  her  cefeiny! - The  hand  of  Death’s 

upon  me.  I  have  no  time  for  thoughts  of  fuch  impor¬ 
tance.  Call  in  my  child  l  let  me  once  blefs  her — ere 
I  die - - 


‘  Ma~ 
“  Ca.ll 


I  ftept  into  the  other  room,  and  calling- 

dam  !” — I  heard  the  old  man  faukercut - — 

Emmera.  She  will  not  underhand  you.” 

The  angelic  creature  ran  to  Iier  father,  the  tears 
flowing  down  her  beautiful  checks.  I  followed  her  ; 
and  the  venerable  dying,  man,  holding  out  iris  hand  to 
her - 


Heaven  hlefsycu,  my  child,  we  muff  now  part. - 

Truft  in  the  great  God’s.  Providence  for  your  protecti¬ 
on:  I  have  hope  that  he  lent  this  ff ranger  for  your 
fecurity. — - - > 


Oh! 
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Oil!  ray  father!  you  mull  not- - muft  not  die! 

Alas !  poor  Emmera ! 

With  his  lad  breath  he  uttered  obferve  me  well-, 

my  Emmera  !  unto  this  ftranger  J  entrud  v0u  : _ Z 

while  he  behaves  unto  you  as  he  ought,  depend  upon 
him  for  your  fecurity:  I  need  not  give  you  any  in  • 
lhruclions  for  your  conduct —  I  am  not  in'pam  for  it, 
unlefs  you  are  deceived,  and  fall  into  bale  hands:  Do 
not  forget  your  prayers  to  heaven,  and  always  remem¬ 
ber  that  God’s  Providence  is  your  bed  defence!  Adieu, 
my  child  !  £heti  turning  to  /Tze— ■— oung  man  !  you 
know  not  the  treafure  of  that  virtuous  maid !  for '  her 
dying  father’s  fake  be  unto  her  (in  whatever  capacity) 
a  friend  and  protestor  to  her  innocence  — — >  Heaven 
blefs  you  !  Heaven  blefs  you  both  [ - ^ 

With  thefe  words  the  good  old  man  expired  with¬ 
out  a  groan,  and  feemingjy  without  pain.  I  was  in¬ 
finitely  affected  at  the  natural  and  pathetic  grief  cf  the 
aimable  Emmera.  Her  forrow  was  lively  and  violent. 

- She  coniidercd  herfelf  as  abfolutely  undone,  and 

bemoaned  her  unhappy  fate  as  irremediable  and  end- 
lefs.  I  uled  all  the  arguments  and  perfuafions  in  the 
world  to  moderate  her  forrow — but  her  idea  of  what 
and  who  I  was,  was  too  indefinite  for  her  to  often  to 
me,  as  might  be  expected  in  a  young  woman  fo  folitarv 
and  wretched  as  herfelf. 


I  thought  die  might  hke  bell  after  fo  melancholy  a 
catailrophe,  to  be  left  fome  time  alone :  1  therefore 
requeued  her  leave  to  take  a  walk  about  their  little 
farm,  to  which  die  aflented  with  a  natural  civility  •  but 
added,  that  die  had  not  the  heart  to  attend  me,  but 
hoped  I  wou’d  excufe  her.  She  diut  herfelf  up  in  the 
room  with  her  father’s  corpfe,  and  I  heard  Her  weep 
mod:  movingly.  I  ordered  my  Indians  and  fervent  to 
keep  out  of  her  fight  till  I  returned  ;  and  at  the  fame 
time,  diowed  them  a  final!  barn  with  fome  clean  draw, 
which  1  pointed  out  as  a  more  agreeable  lodging  than 
many  they  had  lately  had. 

I  made  my  ramble  about  two  hours  long,  a  fpace  of 
time  I  filled  with  a  million  of  reflections  on  the  unac¬ 


countable 


THE  FAIR  AMERICA  N.  21 

countable  fate  of  this  innocent  orphan,  who,  had  it  not 
been  for  my  accidental  arrival,  wcu’d  have  beenexpofed 
to  all  the  horrors  of  a  dreary  foiitude,  in  the  midd  of 
wild  and  unbounded  foreds.  The  motive  which  cou'd. 
induce  her  father  to  hazard  the  leaving;  her  in  fuch  a  fitu- 
ation,  was  to  me  amazing. 

Cn  my  return,  I  found  her  in  another  room  fdent  and 
melancholy  as  death  itfelf ;  die  had  fpread  a  cloth  on  a 
frnal  1  table,  and  fet  on  it  feme  plates  of  exquifite  fruit, 
a  loaf  of  bread,  and  a  mug  of  milk  which  feemed  warm 
from  the  cow.  Vvith  a  delicacy  and  an  agreeablenefs  in 
her  roanne~,  I  never  met  with  in  the  molt  refined  people, 
ilie  def  red  me  to  eat  and  di  ink  if  I  chofe  it ;  and  afked 
me  if  I  wou’d  not  call  in  my  companions  ? — By  which 

I  perceived  that  die  had  feenmy  attendants. - 1  told  her 

who  they  were,  and  informed  her  that  they  had  provifi- 
ons  with  them,  but  tiiat  if  die  wou’d  permit  them  toiye 
in  her  barn  I  diou’d  efteem  it  as  a  favour.  She  replied, 
die  was  forry  there  were  not  bees  for  them,  but  the  heufe 
contained  only  three.  I  thanked  her  with  genuine  grati¬ 
tude  or  her  kindnefs,  and  a uured  her  the  barn  was  high¬ 
ly  fufHcient:  as  for  myftlf,  I  eat  a  few  mouthfuls  cf 
bread,  and  took  a  draught  of  milk :  I  preded  her  to  eat, 
but  in  vain  ;  die  ccu’d  touch  nothing.  The  remainder' 
of  the  day  pafled 'in  a  melancholy  filehce- — very  little 
converfation — I  was  unwilling  to  urge  her  too  fcon  to 
cult  fuch  mournful  ideas.  Before  fun-fet,  fhe  excufed 
herfelf  to  me,  and  retired  to  her  chamber,  telling  me  the 
door  on  the  left  hand  at  the  top  of  the  Hair-cafe,  which 
die  wcu’d  let  epen,  contained  a  bed  for  me.  Soon  as 
it  was  nearly  dark,#I  went  to  diut  the  houfe  dbor,  but  to 
my  adomditnent  found  there  was  none.  I  went  to  bed, 
but  had  Bale  deep  that  night  Con’d  I  deferibe  this  en¬ 
chanting  maid,  you  wou’d  not  wonder  at  it — but  die  is 
pad  all  defeription. 

Her  perfon  is  perfectly  well  made,  eafy,  elegant,  and 
mod  adonidiingly  graceful ;  an  happier  figure  never 
came  from  the  hand  of  nature  ;  nor  did  I  ever  behold 
fuch  divine  grace  fo  diluted  over  every  limb — fo,  play¬ 
ing  in  every  motion — bier  face  that  of  the  compleated 

beauty, 
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heamy,  with  an  inexpiable  fweetnefs - a  foftnefs 

dn  r  nt5rance  qurf  enchantI*nS-  Her  eyes !  the  imme¬ 
diate  me  ffengers  of  heaven  >  _  No;  ’tis  impoflible  to 

onceive  the  mild  angelic  foul,  which  beams  thro’  every 

whnt  Zv Away \  Vlle  Pen  *  wh7  aUeinP^  to  defcribe 
what  wou  d  beggar  the  very  pencil  of  Correggio ' 

lca,rce  an>:  abatement  of  her  giief  the  next 
J;/  Jf,,  maae  m<:  bilious  to  get  her  father  buried, 

lib  S  e.ngageher  t0  leave  direaiya  place  which 
woud  every  minute  remind  her  of  her  lofs,  and  for  ever 

melancholy  reflexions  in  her  mind:  fori 

i  i  1  CGilCelv^>  that  a  lofs  of  this  nature,  to  her 
?  KnfZ  I?0nf.  kut  her  father ;  in  which  name  was  com¬ 
prehended  the  httle  circle  of  her  friendfliip  and  acquain¬ 
tance  ;  mult  feel  the  droke  with  infinitely  greater  fenfibT- 
!ir>7han  an7  perfon  in  the  world  cou’d  do.  I  accordintr- 
}  threw  out  lome  hints,  as  if  for  enquiry,  whether  there 
was  any  particular  fpot  that  her  late  father  had  fixed  on 

7  i  "ne  dy  PlTrp°*e  of  his  interment?  flic  immediately 
mill  iiie,  that  he  had  frequently  de fired  her  to  have  him 

buried  under  a  large  oak,  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the 

a  ie‘  r  fZ f]iewed  me  tIlG  fpot ;  I  afked  her  for  a  fpade, 

a  iu  myfdr  dug  the  grave,  and  interred  1  in  in  it - read- 

u  g  uic  bin  i  d  lerviee  oyer  him.  The  beauteous  Emmera 
j  f C  lervour  of  devotion,  and  we  together 

*  °Pr  toars  on  the  facred  fpot  that  contained  the 
Qn.p  *GI  PlCr  ceir  father.  I  had  fcarce  one  word 

7e  ^irifiinder  of  the  day:  the  next,  I 
T  J 'Vf  Indians  and  one  of  my  men,  keeping  only 

o.»ei  t,  Oil  whom,  in  every  in  dance,  I  cou’d  fully  depend  : 

3  ?-ilC  l  ^  ^  otber  t0  W  filler,  with  two  lines  judin- 
lrnatmg  that  die  was  not  to  expect  me  at  the  ti  ne  J  mtn- 

rcrieUrriinp  and  gave  her  a  fight  idea  of  the 
?'  future  I  had  met  wltti,  charging  her  to  fay  nothing  of 

to  any  one - nor  fuffer  a  meffenger  to  be  fent  to  me  on 

any  account. 

.  PHr  filent  melancholy  continued  near  a  week ;  and  had 
it  held  a  year  .1  fhou’d  have  waited  her  every  look  and 
lyilable  with  the  mod  reverential  fondnefs — for  Oh  ! 
Charles,  I  found  my  fell  fiwt  to  my  very  vitals.  But  all 


was 
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---ratlieTtha11  ~  *  confidered  her  as  an  angel  of  light 

Sui eh ,  Madam,  faid  I,  you  ought  to  place  fom*> 

yourlol^0  One  noJwnh Handing  the  greatnefsof 

^  n  'rj  ne  who  has  fo  much  reflection  as  you*  felf 

”£hc£™  £r**v  of 'bs?'"2 "» JKS 

S  il‘b,n,  cnt°  ,the hand  that  fends them.  7 

y°t.  lay,  Sir,  has  great  reafon  in  it,  and  is  juft 

what  my  poor  father  has  often  obferved _ l_lfl.aH  ever 

Sihu  ^  rvu  ye„  Jsirz 

for  hT  1  r  .  T  •  •  '?  11  PoflibIe  that  I  fliou’d  not  grieve 
ofnotdotg  if/  H  15  ,mp0ffible>  why afe  tb'  nefeffity 

*  ?'n/enflble  h°w  impoffible  that  wou’d  be _ -  you 

fUght  to  grieve  for  the  lofs  of  fo  goodafather _ 2 

but  your  grief  flrou’d  not  be  excdlive _ Make  me  fo 

four  meTanch2!  eftMHadan’’  35 10  fay  that  y°u  wil)  ab«e 
affairs  as  you  did  fhilefour  fatheV IZ^nT' T°”u 

iTcciS!Iibldl!-VVflJUPplyh‘S  place >  te,)  “i' 'but  wlm 

And  do  you  think  you  cou’d  do  the  fame  ? 
vv  ny  not  ? 

WhaTVhen  a  gentpman?  PerbaPs  aman  of  fortune? 
y our fkther did?  7  ^ '  Why  ihou’d  not  1  d° * 

Can  you  plough,  and  dig,  and  reap,  and  thrafh  >  Can 

you  ufe  an  ax  to  fell  a  lofty  tree  ? 

Why  not? — I  will  undertake  it. 

.  A{ej  y°u  bftray  yourfelf — you  wou’d  no  foor.tr 
touch  tne plough,  but  I  fhou’d  feehow  poorly  you  wou’d 

£°™  'Y  ,r;‘- ,  T“.fre  occ"p“»»  ?»  "» 

Ulea  to.  1  took  notice  while  you  dim  mv  HPJ>r  fat 

fbade’  h?TilUlle  y0U<;?,uftI  have  been  ufed  to  handle'; 

other  fpot  than  the  fmall  one  furrounding  this  litt]7 
houfe ;  my  father  brought  me  here  an  infant f  the  mo- 

meat 
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roent  I  cou’d  walk  alone,  I  followed  him  into  all  kinds 
of  work,  and  as  I  grew  in  ftrength,  exerted  the  little  I 
had  in  his  alfrftance  :  but  it  was  not  the  ufe  of  my  limbs 
alone  which  he  buffered  me  to  pra&ife :  he  took  conti¬ 
nual  care  to  cultivate  my  mind  :  Early  he  taught  me  to 
read  and  write,  and  for  ever  explained  to  me  the  few 
books  he  thought  worth  prefervirg :  he  gave  me  fuch 
lively  defcriptions  of  the  gay  and  bufy  world,  particularly 
England,  that  lam  not  fo  ignorant,  Sir,  as  you  might 
naturally  imagine :  I  have  no  faint  idea  of  the  manners 
of  the  world;  and  well  know  how  ftrange  and  uncouth 

mine  mult  appear  to  you - I  wifli not,  however,  to 

change  them,  but  enjoy  my  own  fimplicity.  I  hintthele 
things,  that  you  may  treat  me  rather  as  what  I  am,  than 
one  totally  ignorant  of  all  I  have  not  feen. 

My  fair  Emmera !  your  fpeech  amazes  me  I  What 
an  uncommon  man  mult  that  valuable  father  have  been, 
that  in  thefe  folitary  woods  cou’d  educate  fuch  a  woman ! 
Who  have  you  known  befides  that  wonderful  man  ? 

None. 

How  came  your  father  then  by  his  houfe — his  furni¬ 
ture - thefe  implements  of  agriculture,  and  many  other 

conveniencies  you  enjoy  ?  .  , 

All  through  his  neighbours- - whom  you  call  the 

Indians. 

Where  do  they  live  ? 

On  the  otherjide  of  the  lake.  My  father,  Sir,  was  a 
man  full  of  the  molt  ufeful  knowledge  ;  and  when  he 
determined  to  fettle  in  the  wiles  of  America,  he  at  the 
lame  time  relolved  to  have  no  connections  with  any 
Europeans,  or  their  colonifts ;  he  Nought  his  houfe  with 
him  to  frame  and  ereCt  on  the  fpot  he  chcfe,  with  nu¬ 
merous  implements  of  the  moft  ufeful  kind.  He  was 
infinitely  ferviceable  to  the  Indians,  and  he  iong^ expe¬ 
rienced  the  difference  of  Indian  and  Engiiili  gratitude : 
they  built  this  barn  and  liable,  with  a  few  other  flight 
conveniencies - they  obferved  moll  religioufly  his  in¬ 

junctions,  never  to  dilturb  his  folitude  without  a  fignnl, 
unlefs  onfome  emergency  ol  their  own  wherein  he  cou’d 

be 
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beufeful  to  them  ;  and  this  has  happened  but  once  in. 
my  remembrance. 

And  what  might  be  his  fi gnal  ? 

There  is  a  lofty  tree  at  the  diflance  of  near  half  a 
mile,  on  which  he  hoifled  a  flag ;  which  fcarce  ever 
hung  a  day  without  fome  Indian  appearing  to  know  his 
wants:  thefe  have  been  exceeding  lew,  and  he  has  re¬ 
paid  his  benefactors  ten-fold  ;  but  fo  highly  have  they 
valued  him,  that  no  European  till  yourfelf  ever  difco- 

vered  his  retreat - fuch  was  his  defire - and 

notwithstanding  fome  bloody  wars  have  happened,  aswc 
flightly  heard,  never  were  we  molefted. 

And  did  your  father  alone  perform  the  labour  of  this 
farm  ? 

He  did,  with  fome  afli  fiance  from  me.  Surely  you 
cannot  fuppole  that  J  was  idle  while  my  father  worked  ? 

And  what  in  general  was  your  employment  ? 

I  did  every  thing  which  required  no  great  flrength. 
The  dairy  I  managed  entirely  ;  fitted  the  corn  my  father 
thrafhed  ;  and  fee  thefe  jows  of  wheat  and  puife,  tiief* 
are  of  my  weeding,  fometimes  I  hoe  them :  on  fome  occa¬ 
sions  I  have  ploughed,  and  done  more  laborious  work  ; 
but  this  was  feldom. 

Is  this  pofiible,  Emmera!  And  did  you  not  fink  be¬ 
neath  your  fatigue  ? 

That’s  the  question  of  an  Englishman,  not  an  Indian. 
You  iliou’d  feperate  your  ideas.  Fatigue!  No:  perfect 
'health  of  body  and  ferenity  of  mind  were  my  conflant 
companions ;  ’till  that  cruel  ftroke  deprived  me  of  a  fa¬ 
ther!  Now  alas!  how  different ! 

Now.  Madam,  there  is  no  neceffity  for  it.  For  what 
fliou’d  you  labour  now  ?  Yc  ur  excellent  father  recom¬ 
mended  you  to  my  cam,  and  believe  me  it  ihall  be  the 
bufinefs  of  my  life  to  procure  you  eveiy  fatisfadtion  and 
comfort  this  world  can  give.  But  furely  fo  folitary  a 
fituation  cannot  now  as  before  be  equally  agreeable  ! 

Ah,  Sir!  I  underfland  you  well :  you  mean  to  move 

me  from  this  retreat - to  carry  me  into  the  world - 

* 

to  - 

VOL.  I.  C  Why 
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Why  are  yen  alarmed,  my  deareft  Emmera?  Fear 


nothing  I  can  do- - for  be  affined  I  never  will  name 


any  icheme  to  you  which  your  own  inclinationsdhall  not 
induce  you  to  promote. 

That  is  very  kind.  But  furely  you  will  net  break  your 


word  ? 


Not  for  my  lire.  By  heaven  I  lwear  that  nothing 
fhall  be  the  guide  of  my  adtions  but  your  commands. 

I  cannot  command  :  I  was  never  ufed  to  it.  But  1 
hepe  you  will  not  take  me  from  hence. 

Not  'till  you  defire  it  yourfelf. 

1  hat  I  dever  fhall.  I  wcu’d  not  venture  into  the 
world — JMo — on  no  account.  I  cannot  fo  foon  forget 
my  dear  father’s  words. 

Your  own  inclinations  iliall  alor  e guide  you. 

But  can  you,  Sir,  fubmit  to  live  in  this  manner? 
That  can  never  be ;  you  have  many  connections  in  the 
world — nor  did  my  father  mean  that  ycu  ihou’d  become 
sl  Solitary  in  defence  of  me. 

I  wcu’d  become  any  thing  in  defence  of  you,  my 
Emmery.  It  wouM  be  no  fubmifhon  in  me  to  live  with 
you  here,  but  wou’d  g’ve  rue  infinite  happinefs  to  live 
with  yen  any  where.  Surely  ycu  cou’d  never  think  of 
liv  ing  here  alone  j 

Certainly,  Sir,  not  by  choice;  but  much  rather  wou’d 
I  do  it,  and  take  the  labour  of  the  whole  onmyielf,  than 
go  into  the  world,  a  prey  to  all  its  milei  ies ! 

Well,  my  Emmery,  we  will  not  talk  now’ of  leaving 
Jo  beautiful  a  (pot  as  this  is.  But  you  mull  inlliudl  me 

in  what  I  am  to  perform - and  my  feivant - 

v\  hat  can  ycu  think  of  keeping  a  fervnntto  wait  on  us 


— and  plague  us  with  his  difeontents-?' 


I  hav 


heard  my  lather  often  fay  that  fervants  will  feklom  he 

content  with  what  latisfies  their  mailers - and  that  the 

very  nature  of  feivice  debates  the  human  mind.  No, 
Sir,  never  think  of  living  in  fitch  a  retirem.er  t  as  this  is, 
and  keep  a  fer  vault.  You  havepai  ted  with  fonre  of  them 

- and  lurely  you  will  fend  the  reft  away.  Prav  heaven 

they  may  r  et  er  think  of  returning,  for  then  by  dtp  ees 
fhij  .clitr’j  fpr  t  may  become  as  well  known  as  other 

inhabited 


•y 
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inhabited  countries.  And  what  neceffity  for  a  fervant  ? 
Were  any  thing  particul  ir  to  happen,  I  eon  u  hoiic  the 
ilgnal,  and  there  is  not  an  Indian  but  wcu’d  venture  his 
life  in  my  defence.  .  ...  ,  r 

We'd,  my  charming  Emmera,  it  fliall  be  as  ycu  d  dire  : 

I  will  fend  away  my  i'ervant,  and  we  will  live  together 
as  vou  and  your  father  did-- Is  it  not  time  that  you 
fhou’d  milk  the  cows?  If  you  wou’d  lhew  me  the  way,. 

1  wou’d  go  and  drive  them  up. 

And  do  you  really  mean  what  you  fay  ? 

j  " 

Ida  indeed.  ,  , 

Then  vou  a^e  very  good.  I  with  I  may  not  be  tns 

caufe  of  making  you  unhappy,  but  I  think  you  won’t---- 
Wou’d  to  heaven  my  father  was  auve !  How  plealt& 

wou’d  he  be  with  you  ! — 

Come,  Emmery,  where  are  the  cows . 

To  be  as  good  as  my  word,  I  difpatched  Robert  to* 
mv  filler  with  a  letter,  defiring  her  to  be  perfectly  eafy 
about  me,  and  fend  no  one  for  a  fortnight ;  then  to  du¬ 
pe  tell  Robert  to  the  rugged  hill  at  the  entrance  ot  this 
valley,  where  I  have  pitched  on  a  fpot  for  him  to  examine 
for  letters,  which  he  is  to  take  to  my  filter.-- Adieu, 
Charles,  I  am  in  all  human  probability  fixed  lor  a  time. 
Never  will  I  break  my  word  with  this  divine  creature, 
whofe  foul  is  nothing  but  amiable  excellence - heaven 

i-lelf! 


P  Che  tv/ in. 
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letter  VI. 

Mifs  CiUTWYNtO  Mifs  He  R  V  E  Y. 

T  RaE^D;y0Ur-  ktter  deareft  Kitty,  witJ,  t!ie 
1  e/l  piealure  imaginable :  Dull  as  lam  my  fell  1  ct 

v  '  ilVel'ne(f  wit  with  Infinite  Lisfaftlr  n 

on  chiue  me  for  being  fo  infipid  as  to  be  happy _ ' 

Rather  pity  me,  and  in  chaiity  feiKJ  me  plf-nof  r 
letters.  Poor  Edgerton !  1  am'  great  IvndPi7  h7CUI 
have  not  given  him  his  cure  •  Fe  ^Gn  l[  you 

what  j  Urou’d  fuppole  an  intimate  of  ColondForrerte^ 

Exxon- 'me,  my  deareft,  but  I  a  little  fu  fleet  tint  - 

nave  the  Hginningof  a  kind  of  tendreffe  lor  hi  There 

u  a  fomcthmg  m  ycur  letters,  joined  to  what  I  rccolledt 

J:llle  lIner‘Lv-  I  am  very  plain  in  my 

laVds  I  -  an  -oth,  m  ^  ^ver  d.Tguife  them  to  my 

fpecious  1  U  a.  ,L,iaWe  of  that 

*  r  •  i  have  Hu  douot  hut  your  oninim  rf  In* 

at  ptefent  rs  the  merely  thinking  him  aLtemO^ 
tennble,  _  polite  gentleman,  perfectly  well  accomplice. 

L' tty— -Enquire  no  further  5  for  [ 
iaer.ct  .ie-  Colonel  at  bottom,  and  doubt  his  principles 
do  him  no  honour ;  for  heaven’s  fake  be  on  your  guard 
agarnft  him  You  fee  with  what  freedom  I  write  &  and 
hov/ much  1  depend  on  your  own  impartiality  to  take  in 
good  pa.  t,  wnat  tc  many  wou’d  be  thought  impertinence 

fei0‘e  1  ha,ve  aon®  Wlth  Colonel  Forreller,  Imuft  lament 
to  you  my  brothers  partiality  t0  him:  Fie  has  a  great 
opinion  of  him,  and  I  am  fully  perfuaded,  thirks  him  a 
very  difrerent  man  from  what  he  really  is.  I  cannot  help 
.egretting  the  confidence  he  places  in  a  man,  who,  I  fear 
is  l_o  little'defervmg  rt.  He  fcarcely  writes  to  any  one 
eilem  England;  I  have  font  fome  of  his  packets  4  him 
to  the  Poll-office,  fince  he  has  been  abfent  on  a  ftrangc 
lour,  which  gives  me  great  uneafinefs.  * 

lie  is  accidentally  fallen  on  the  abode  of  an  EiHifli 
dj,  1  nnd,  wan  whom  he  is  defperately  in  love  ‘  &H>r 


r  {  '  -  . -  ^  10  ^cipcniteiy  m  Jove  '  He 

tather  died  fince  he  has  been  there;  what  his  intention 

ar< 
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are,  I  cannot  conceive,  but  he  has  Tent  home  his  fervants 
with  ftridt  orders  to  have  no  body  fent  to  him :  I  can  get 
no  intelligence  from  his  people,  and  cannot  conceive 
what  will  be  the  event.  This  I  know,  if  he  has  formed 
a  new  attachment  wTith  this  unknown  lady,  as  they  call 
her,  headts  very  vilely  to  Mifs  Greville — but  lam  quite 
in  fufpence  about  it,  till  I  hear  fome  more  circumftar- 
ces :  who  the  duce  lire  can  be,  that  he  has  picked  up  in 
that  wild  country,  is  ineonceiveable. 

I  am  entirely  reconciled  to  my  way  of  life  here  :  I  like 
the  Jones’s  extremely;  they  are  very  humane,  well 
meaning  people.  A  thoufand  thanks  to  you  for  the  mu- 
fick  ;  it  will  entertain  me  exceedingly,  and  comes  in  very 
cfood  time,  for  my  iatheris  jultgone  on  afrellr  tour,  and 
I  am  not  like  to  fee  him  again  for  fome  time. 

Adieu,  my  dear  Kitty $  I  wait  with  impatience  for 

your  next. 


Harriet  Ciiet  w  i  n  . 


C  2 


1  ,ET- 
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LETTER  VII. 

To  Mr.  Ch  ETWYN, 

I  AM  fatty  to  find  my  friend  fo  eloquent  in  defence 
of  notions,  which,  I  am  well  perfaaded  have  no 
Teal  foundation  in  reafon  or  philofophv.  You  fay  it  is 
the  earneft  wilh  of -your  foul  to  conduct  yourfelf  thro’ 
hfe  with  fteadinefs  anti  a  determined  perfeverance  in 
the  paths  of  unprejudiced  reafon,  and  lender  yourfelf 
fuperior  to  the  fopperies  of  opinion  and  fafli  ion.  A 
very  jult  fentiment  beyond  all  doubt ;  but  can  any  ore 
fuppofe,  that  to  put  it  in  pradice,  it  is  neceffaiy  to 
bury  one’s  felf  in  woods  and  wilds !  Nothing  mcie 
ridiculous  !  Such  a  condud  confifts  in  nothing  moie 
than  flying  from  thofe  enemies  we  have  not  the  cou¬ 
rage  to  encounter.  How  much  fuperior  is  the  life  cf 
him  who  lives  in  the  mid  ft  of  vice  and  temptation, 
uncontaminated  by  example-  untainted  by  the  fad  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  age  |  Infinitely  '  efpedable  in  his  oper¬ 
ation  to  the  fafhion  of  the  times  ,•  he  Items  the  tide  of 
vice  ;  and  faces  with  the  lerenity  of  virtue  the  daring 

pnemy  fo  fatal  to  the  common  herd  of  mortals. _ _° 

Let  him  ha?  hour  an  unjustifiable  fufpicion  ofhimfelf, 
and  fly  his  country  and  her  vicious  runs,  to  bury  him- 
felf  in  more  innocent  climes— Does  he  not,  in  rcfpedto 
the  gcod  of  mankind,  extinguish  that  virtue,  which 
oug  it  ever  to  be  exerted  in  their  fupport  ?  Can  he 
have  any  inducement  but  indolence,  to  retiie  to  a  peo¬ 
ple  who  want  him  not?  to  quit  a  fervice  of  trouble 
and  adivity,  for  an  idle  life  of  contemplation,  ftudy, 
and  wandering?  This  may  fait  weak  minds,  my  fiend, 
but  is  beneath  the  tone  of  yours.  Let  your  example 
ihine  forth  at  home,  with  all  the  ftern  luflre  of  philo- 

fophic  firmnefs — - Purfue  your  own  juft  ideas — flv 

not  the  fliafts  of  ridicule,  but  live  fuperior  to  the  frip¬ 
peries  of  the  age - Let  the  bafe  multitude  that 

will  not  pisdi/e  what  is  right,  fee  there  is  one  that 

holds  them  in  difdain.-'— - -This  is  the  man  that 

dreads 
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dreads  not  the  con  agion  of  example — that  rifes  fupe- 
rior  to  the  caprice  of  fortune,  and  difplays  in  every  fen- 
timent  of  his  mind — in  every  aCtion  of  his  life,  that 
magnanimity  is  her  own  reward! 

Not  fo  tire  man  - — — 

But  no  more  : - 1  will  not  urge  a  point,  felf-evldent 

and  clear  to  a  capacity  far  lefs  than  your’s.  Change 
thefe  opinions,  fo  injurious  to  your  own  glory — nor 
give  me  another  opportunity  to  repeat  an  argument  fo 
unanfwerable  as  this.  One  word  more  and  I  ha^e  done: 

It  is  no  contemptible  opinion,  that  the  wifeib  plan,  in 
an  a^e  fo  corrupted  as  this,  is  to  glide  thro’  life,  rather 
avoiding  the  ihoals  of  vice  than  combating  with  them 

_ rather  attempting  to  ytefavzon?s-felf  free  from  in- 

lection,  than  empirically  prefcribing  for  thedifeafes  of 
others.  As  it  is  impoffible  to  change  the  complexion  of 

the  times,  to  make  no  buttle - but  wink  at  youthful 

.  follies,  laugh  with  the  multitude,  and  walk  ferenely 
o’er  the  ftageof  life.  No  Stoic-plan — and  therefore  I 
have  attacked  you  from  another  quarter — ryoui  own 

maxims.  .  #  * 

You  talk,  my  friend,  of  forming  a  little  focrety,  per¬ 
fectly  confonant  with  reafon,  &c.  Surely  you  cannot  be 
fo  infatuated  with  every  thing  wild  and  American  as  to 
fuppofe  moll  hermit-like  retirement  may  not  be  praaiied 
in  England.  I  with  in  heaven  you  wou’d  give  me  a 
commiflion,  and  I  wou’d  anfver  for  purchafmg  you  an 
•  eftate  in  fome  diftant  county,  far  fron  any  town,  w  ith 
fcarce  any  neighbour  but  rufticks.  <  Come.  over  and 
take  pcfTeffion  offuch  a  fpot,  and  fuppofe  it  to  be  on 
the  banks  of  the  great  lake  if  you  pleafe,  and  fee  ir  tne 
vain  fafhion  of  the  age  will  find  you  out  in  your  retire¬ 
ment,  if  you  think  proper  yourfelf  to  keep  free  fipm 
them.  I  know  fome  families  in  the  country  that  live  as 
retired  from  thevvcrld,  as  you  can  do  in  Noith-Ameii- 

ra _ Nay;  fuppofe  you  were  on  the  plan  or  a  debut 

ifland,  you  might  nearly — very  nearly  put  it  in  practice 
at  home,  and  that  in  the  midlb  of  fociety.  You  might 
fix  on  the  cattle  you  thought  requiilte,  on  the  imple¬ 
ments  you  wou’d  want,  on  the  feeds  you  wou’d  cnule  to 
J  .  cultivate. 
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cultivate,  and  fliutting  yourfclf  up  from  the  world  L 
fwearall  converfe  with  it.  c  vv  oriel,  tor- 

But  7Ilen«  ar,'fes  the  neceflity  of  all  this  ?  a  '  tn 
your  plan  of  a  feleft  fociety,  I  queftioa  whether  the 
univerie  will  yield  you  a  fpot  fo  proper  for  the  fc'hr- 
as  a  thousand  you  might' purd-^fe  PJ  home  nor 
country  where  your  own  houfe  is  fo  fecure  a  caf  U  n? 

:S' r c"  MhC° fr" f»»  sssSar 

England^  fo'^T'ant' ’'n 

the  fociety  of  only  thofe  I  chufe- “that  I  muft  W 

cei tain  geiitlemen  for  my  acquaintance,  called  afleflcys 

Of  tr  a°r f0f  taxes — —duties -  inipofitions—I I 

Of  alTeffors  of  rates - 1  muft  fquabbie  wbh  re&o-s 

about  tythesjl  muft  he  plagued  and  pelleted  with e^d- 

**«  •*«<« 

f.;.1!  b"e  «*><»  )■«»  r  Utetm 

Pr%’  d  thrown  them  into  that  declamatory  ftrain 

you  ufe  'omuwm  defence  of  your  prefent  condud _ 

Rut  to  amwer  it  in  one  word.  Why  not  be  contented 
to  part  with  a  little  pelf  to  fiee  your  id  f  compkteiy 
from  thefe  impertmenciea  ?  An  anim; !  upon  two  Jegf 

- ,i  you  pleafeyou  /hall  call  him  a  man,  comes  rr 

your  door ;  “  Sir,  the  taxes  if  you  uleafe  ’ 


,  j  ~~  r— n  ihey  a- 
1  here  s  your  money.  Anothe; 

;  “  And,  Sir,  the  village  think; 


/  s  - 7 

mount  to  lb  and  fo, 

calls  on  you  for  rates,  uiI  lne  VJlJ  th  , 

you  under-rated,  and  fo  you  are  raifed  ”-V«y  w“l 

the  him? - Now  if,  inftead  of  paying,  you  cubic' 

and  wnl  not  be  content  to  be  in  poled  on,  I  agree  to '• 
part  of  your  objeftion-but  to  get  rid  of  that  expence' 

findeW  t  fT  aAthCUf>Ed  UWs  Che  ar‘lou«  ,n  taking  ; 
S'  P  to  American  woods  to  elcare  it  -  J., 

deed,  my  friend,  vuu  muft  change  your  meal'ures,  and 

try  retirement  at  nome,  before  you  feek  it  elfewhere. 

fonri°rj>ear  terF0U  furtherat  ptcfent,  and  therefore 
conclude  m;/i  elf,  &c. 


G.  B 


OYDE. 


I.  E  T. 
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Colonel  Forrester  to  Mr.  Edge  rt on. 

II LY  to  me  this  moment !  A  bottle  of  admirable 

^  Burgundy  is  before  me - Here’s  a  bumper  to 

i  even  gel  joy  of  my  foil!  1  Iwillpurfuethee — e’en  to  the 
lad  drop  of  milky  blood  that  taints  my  manly  veins! 
Come  and  partake  the  plealures  of  your  friend.  I 
have  news  from  America — from  that  puppy  Chetwyn. 
Now  !  now  by  heaven  I  have  him !  and  to  It's  inmoft 
loul  will  pour  heart-killing  poilon-^--  Cram  me  but 


wretch  !  If  the  fit  holds,  I  ll  flrike- — I  can  wait  no 
longer  for  an  opportunity.  - — My  foul  lives  on  tenter¬ 
hooks  ’till  I  fee  him  mad  -  raving  with  very  wretcheu- 
nefs!  Fool  that  I  was  to  think  his  tiumpeiy  filler  wor¬ 
thy  one  fingle  thought  of  mine  !  To  be  refufed  by  tne 
vile  minx!  rejedled  |  —  and  with  lcorn  ! - Him  too— 


my  pretended  friend!  to  give  me  that  friendly  hitch 
— bafe,  fcoundrel  fellow  J  — but  his  foul's  bed  happi- 
nefs  fliall  pay  the  forfeit  — turn  d  to  deadly  gaul  and 
endlefs  mifeiy.  Prithee,  Dick,  come  dire&ly  :  let  me 
unfold  my  fcheme  unto  thee — point  out  the  deadly 
drafts  that  wait  him — and  drew  thee  I  have  not  play  d 
with  my  revenge  like  children’s  idle. anger.  Wou’d  to 
heaven  you  had  but  a  foul  to  relidr  it  with  full  gout 
thou  art  an  honed  fellow  and  pretty  {launch— -but 
then  that  noble  fpirit  of  revenge,  that  pride  of  foul, 
which  kindles  hell  at  the  flight  dradow  of  an  ill,  refines 
not  in  thee.  Time  may  do  wonders — however,  exer- 
cife  the  faculty,  and  remember  among  the  milky  fons  of 
men  he  fares  the  bed  that  is  mod  dreaded.  Apropos ; 

your  wife.  What  a  damn’d  trick!  But  what’s  your 
J  plan? 
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P'fJ1 - rP“nI^  ho™e,  or  I  forfwear  thee  converfe 

Clap  her  immediately  into  mother  Seine’s  mad-houfe  • 
I  will  turniili  you  with  any  affiftarice  you  want  ■  com- 
manu  my  purfe  and  fword  -you  know  they  are  your’* 
That  convenient  Devil  will  do  her  bt;4fs  to  to  * 

n!"f  '  a,"^  'f  >  0U  tate  not !  bh  proceeding,  by  Heaven’s  r 
anron  P*™  “  noth;nS  hut  to  \J tied  to  her 

apron-fcrmgs  otnae  home-orlive  her  Have  AtAeu 
Come  immediately,  for]  embark  with  my  „lyrn,idoM 
lor  America  in  a  day  or  two.  Four’s,  '  ' 

/ 

C.  Forrester, 


m 


1.  E  T. 


-H 
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LETTER  IX. 

Mifs  Hervey  to  Mils  Chet  wy 


N, 


SO  —  fo- - my  friend  Harriet !  Very  fage  and 

fententious  indeed  !  in  love  with  the  Colonel !  Not 

lo  fall,  my  dear - You  are  fuperior  to  the  ihafts 

0f  love,  ?tis true— (indeed  I  know  not  how  you  fhou’d 
well  be  other  wile,  while  fo  very  American)  but  don’t 
imagine  your  friends  weaker  than  Heaven  Las  made 
them~— — enough  fo  of  confcience,  without  the  leail 

of  your  addition.  No,  my  Harriet- - my  heart 

will  not  fo  foon  be  caught  by  my  eye  - - Nay,  fhou’d 

I  find  myfelf  entrapped,  I  really  believe  I  fhou’d  hate  a 
fellow  for  prefuming  to  make  the  flighted:  conqueft 

over  me.’ - --See,  my  dear,  how  truly  ridiculous 

your  fufpicions  are!  Your  brother!  a  pretty  fellow 
truly  ;  to  let  a  new  millrefs  be  his  bufinefs  in  America. 
So  foon  forget  his  old  one  in  England  !  You  lee  what 
dependance is  to  be  placed  on  the  men.  Woe  betide 
us"  ail,  that  truth  more  in  their  vows  than  we  wou’d  in 

broken  reeds.  I  faw  Mifs  Greville  yefterday - She 

had  heard  of  the  adventure,  and  was,  I  thought,  caft 
down  — - but  this  may  be  imagination  ;  fhe  cer¬ 

tainly  put  on  what  cliearfulnefs  I  faw  in  her.  The  mo¬ 
ther  cannot  fo  well  difiemble :  it  is  eafy  to  be  feen  in  her 
how  infinitely  ilic  is  nettled.  However,  I  do  not  ap¬ 
prehend  there  is  reafon  for  any  of  you  to  be  much  a- 
larmed - depend  on  it,  this  incognita,  this  fair  India¬ 
na _ nothing  but  the  whim  of  an  accidental  hour 

_ _ , _ A  flight  of  youth  !  Violently  in  love,  you  know, 

they  always  are - fuch  fighing,  tender  fwains !  ri¬ 

diculous  fex !  to  be  impofed  on  by  fuch  abfolpte  Hurt 
and  falfehood! 

IVednefday.  Well  might  I  abufe  the  fellows  !.  I 
believe  there  docs  not  cxiit  a  man  that  ought  to  iive 
- - All  Hike  !  - - but  you  flrall  hear.  Yeiterday  af¬ 
ternoon  9.3I  was  lolling  on  my  fopha,  and  wifliing  you 
were  with  me,  that  I  might  be  entertained  with  laugh¬ 
ing 


h 
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ing  at  your  romantic  Ideas' - who  ilionVl  h a 

but  the  airv _ -the  elegant  *  m  ° Up 

Edgerton ;  all  wit,  vivacity  and  fpirit :  the  h'neft  cord?’ 
*  tor  melancholy  moments  imaginable.  Exceedingly 
agreeable  Ihe  was  to  me.  We  laughed  over  the  fid 
adventure  once  more,  and  ihe  expreffed  moil  ardent 
Willies  to  have  it  in  her  power  to  throw  Mr.  Edgerton 
again  into  as  ridiculous  a  light  as  ihe  did  before  °I 
mull  own  it  wou  d  not  be  a  little  pleafmg  to  me:  1  en 
gaged  her  to  ftay  with  me  for  the  Opera ,  nmfic  fl,e  ” 

dores,  was  dying  ha  f  the  evening - There  is  a  good 

deal  ot  ia ih , on  in  this ;  but  ihe  is  an  agreeable  creafure 
fo  I  forgive  her.  When  we  wanted  ?o  be  gone,  there 
was  a  jumble  amongft  the  coaches,  ours  was  nol  in  the 
way  and  to  get  from  amidft  the  croud  of  footmen  and 
flambeaux  we  each  of  us  flept  into  a  chair,  and  off  we 
moved.  Preiently  my  chair  flopped,  it  opened,  and 
out  I  got  fuppofing  myfelf  at  home  •  but  I  had  not  o-0t 
a  irep  irom  tne  chair,  but  a  vulgar-looking  fellow  clapt 
one  ami' round  my  waift,  and  with  the  other  held  a 
handkerchief  to  my  mouth,  and  in  a  trice  lifted  me  into 
a  hackney  coach,  that  flood  clofe  to  us.  I  had  not 
time  to  think,  to  Ipeak  or  move,  but  was  drove  off  at  a 
great  rate  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye. 

Taking  the  handkerchief. from  my  mouth,  and  finding 

that  I  cid  not  fliriek,  he  left  it  at  liberty.  I  laughed 
out  at  the  feilow,  “  Who  the  duce  fet  you  to  carry  me 

ou  ?  He  gave  me  no  anfwer - “  But  whoever  it 

was  that  gave  you  your  commiflion,  you  are  a  moll 
confounaed  bungler  to  miftake  y®ur  lady  fo  much.” 

Oh.  Madam,  that  trick  won’t  take  with  me.”  In 
about  an  hour  the  coach  Hoped  at  the  door  of  a  houfe 
which  feemed  to  hand  alone;  we  had  been  off  theflones 
tome  time.  An  ill-looking,  middle  aged  woman  re¬ 
ceived  me  at  the  door,  took  hold  of  my  hand,  and  led 
me  rather  rucely  into  a  back  room. 

My  fpirits  never  forfook  me  one  moment,  as  I  had 
eve,-  the  utmoft  contempt  fbr  fuel,  abfurd  and  ridiculous 
fc hemes  as  theie.  I  cou’d  not  conceive  who  con’d  he 

*  *  .  the 
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the  plotter  of  the  mifchief ;  and  was  1110ft  inclined  to 
think  the  rafcal  had  made  a  mtftake  in  his  prey. 

In  the  name  of  all  that’s  ridiculous,  what  am  I 
brought  here  lor  ? 

O 

For  no  harm  to  you  at  all. 

May  be  fo.  But  that  blundering  fellow  is  mid&ken: 
It  is  impoiTible  I  fhou’d  be  the  woman  you  want. 

Miftaken  !  No - no - he  knows  his  bufnefs  bet¬ 
ter  than  that  comes  to. - ( And  turning  to  a  fervant ) 

You  ice  how  mad  fhe  is - quite  gone  • - but  we’ll 

cure  her.  - - Mad! - Now  I  fee  plainly  you  are  de¬ 

ceived  !  What  is  my  name  ?  Your  name  !  what  matters 

what  your  name  is!  -- — I  know  you  well  enough- - 

but  you  ihall  foon  be  well - your  ill nefs  ilian’t  hold 

long  —  So  laving,  fie  wou’d  have  conducted  me  out 
of  the  room  :  I  did'not  much  relifhgobg,and  therefore 
with  a  frnile  on  my  countenance,  1  bid  the  maid  leave 
the.room,  and  walking  up  to  the  woman, 

Lcokye,  Mi  ft  refs  I  dont  know  who  let  me  unde¬ 
ceive' you play  none  of  your  tricks  with  me,  for  I 

know  the  world  a  little  too  well.  Tell  me  under  whole 
orders  you  play  your  part  \  and  I  will  engage  to  give  you 
double  the  ium  you  receive  from  him,  be  it  what  it 

Ml 

Will. 

She  ftai ed  at  me,  but  anfwered : 

Come - come - none  of  this  nonfehfe — Gc — go 

up  to  bed. 

Hold  your  tongue,  and  attend  to  me.  I  am  indepen¬ 
dent  or"  all  the  woild,  and  poiRfled  of  an  ample  fortune 
— - —  enough  to  bribe  twenty  hi  eh  women  as  you  toim- 
prifon  half  London:  Thnmve  hear  me  :  You  know  me 
not — I  am  not  the  perfo:i  you  flicu’d  have.  But  tell 
me  who  employs  you  .0  keep  the  lady  you  mean  to  do 
- with  her  name  and  the  y.jioL  affair - tell  it  me  di¬ 
rectly ,  and  I  will  it  ward  you  handfomdy. 

1  law  the  was  much  dagger’d  at  this — but  recovering 
her  hi  prize. 

Go — go — I  fay,  I  have  fome thing  elfe  to  do  than  to 
fpend  mv  time  in  talking  to  a  mad  thing. 

VOL.  I.  "  D  "  Here, 


Here,  woman  :  ( drawing  off  my  glove,  and  taking* 
f mall  diamond  ring  off  my  finger)  Here  is  a  ring  of  great 

value - (her  eyes  fparkledat  the  word)  1  pledge  this  as 

a  token  of  what  I  promile - Anfwer  me  c-iicclJy - 

Why  to  be  fure  if — - - 

No  ifs- -  An  Anfwer  diiedlly. 

If,  as  I  was  faying,  you  are  not  the  lady— - Why 

you  ilaall  go - but  then  the  money - you  know - 

Not  fo  all: — — Go,  T  won’t,  unlels  you  tell  me  the 

vman - Who  is  he?  Who  was  you  to  keep?  Never 

fear  my  generofity — Mr.  who  ?— -you  lee  this  j-ing - 

His  name  is  Ed  ye  r  ton. 


And  I  you  take  to  be  his  wife  ? 


Yes,  Madam. 
What  was  you 


me  ? 


to  do  with  me  ? 


How  lorg  to  keep 


During  his  pleafure :  till  I  had  recovered  you  of 
your  difoider.. 

My  madnefs? 

Yes,  Madam.  But  I  can’t  lay  you  feem  at  all  that 

way  inclined — 


Very  good.  .And  when  is  Mr.  Edgerton  to  call  on 
you  ? 

Next  week. 


For  what  purpofe  ? 

To  make  me  my  firfl  payment,  and  give  directions 
concerning  you. 

Now  at  tend  to  me.  Follow  my  diredions,  ana  you 
ill  all  find  me  as  good  as  my  word. 

Before  I  proceed  any  furthei - The  ring  Madam  ! 

There  it  is.  I  /ball  leave  you  ciredly,  and  when 
Mr.-  Edgerton  calls  on  you,  tell  him  lam  very  ill  .  and 
if  he  111 ou’d  unexpectedly  afkto  fee  me,  put  it  off,  and 

le  him  know,  that  Tam  in  a  very  had  way - Receive 

your  pay  of  him,  and  put  it  in  your  pocket.  But  on  no 
account - 

I  will  obey  your  orders  to  a  tittle. 

Let  the  deceit  t  anfp  re.  I  wou’d  rot  on  any ac court 
have  you  blunder  in  executing  thebe  in-huCtions.  1 
cm  well  acqu  imted  with  Mr.  £•  6erton,  tho’  not  his 

w  ifj, 


THE  FAIR  AMERICA  N.  39 

wife,  and  well  able  to  reward  you  handfomely,  if  you 
carrv  on  the  plot  dextroufiy. 

But,  Madam - you  forget  yourfelf - his  wife 

is  at  liberty,  and  will  be  feen  by  him  poflibly  intv.o 
daf3' ;  then - — -  • 

jfae/e;  fear.  I  know  her  well,  and  will  aafwer  for 
it  that  flie  fh  ill  be  well  concealed. 

If  poiTible  then  it  flial  1  be  done. 

If  poflible,  is  no  anfwer  to  me.  Surely  you  fee  it  is 
your  own  inter  eil  to  chime  in  with  my  fc hemes  — — 
Mr.  Edgerton  pays  you  as  ufual  far  keeping  and  curing 

his  wife - and  I  will  (obfeive  me)  reward  you  if  I 

find  y 011  manage  the  matter  as  I  duedt.  Vv  liar  is  your 
name? 

You  mttft  excufe  me  there,  Madam. 

Well  then,  give  me  a  direction  to  fome  friend - - 

that  will,  on  occaf!ony  receive  money  for  your  u fcr 

that  you  can  depend  on.- - And  as  I  find  you  keep 

Mr.  Edgerton  ignorant  of  the  troth,  for  I  fee  him  every 
week,  I  will  now  and  then  fend  you  a  few  guineas  as  a 
reward. - But  if  once  von  let  him  difeover  it,  then 

J 

expedt  no  more  from  me. 

Depend  upon  me  for  managing  it  to  your  mind. 

Further ;  With  lome  money,  I  filial  1  fome  time  hence 
fend  you  an  order  to  acquaint  him  the  next  time  he 
calls,  that  his  wife  is  dead,  and  a  Ik  his  imlrudtions 
what  you  are  to  do  with  her?  Whether  he  wou’d  not 
have  her  buried  as  one  of  your  family?  And  il  he  fays 
yes,  then  report  again  to  him  that  the  bufinefs  is  done, 
and  demand  your  lair  reward. 

If  your  ladyfihip  will  leave  a  letter,  or  any  parcel, 
drected  for  A.  B.  with  a  crofs  mark  under  it,  at  Mr. 
Thom p forfis,  Glover,  in  May-fair,  it  will  come  fafe  to 
me,  tho’  he  knows  me  not. 

Can  I  depend  on  your  performing  what  I  have  re¬ 
quired  ? 

Y  ou  may  Indeed. 

Don’t  imagine  you  can  deceive  me,  for  I  filial!  know 
at  once  either  by  Mr.  Edgerton  or  his  wide,  if  you  have 
betrayed  me,  or  blundered  it  out. 

Mr. 
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Mi.  Eogerton  will  be  fatisfied  with  half  a  word, 
Warn  and  w,U  never  demand  a  fight  ofiu*  wif.  • 
1 1  !,e  Wl1  be  "0  difficulty  in  the  affair  at  all.  ' 

c  mem  her  your  own  intereft  at  both  ficies  is  at  ftahe 

i  wi>hrrJCar  !“V  Mad?m-  If  four  ladyfliip  pleafes, 
to  go  with  Tuan.  *  bUt>  Macanl’  >'ou  f“bmU 
}  ,CI7  w<dl  •  I  will  go  now. 

a  f»lloTr  N  "T  at  tlle  cl°0r  in  about  ap-  hour,  with 

I:!!0 r, re:idy  for  m>-  They  ret  me  d0;„ ;» a 

o  c'h  fW  not— but  1  walked  fome  way,  and  found 

the  n-o  r°-  C;,a'rS’  W,;en  Sett!ng  into  ore,  I  ordered 

found);  V'vT  10  father’s — and  mo  ft  agreeably 

here  tCT**  *  ^  "  nor^arm’  no  wh'fking  the  footmen 

fbm’ifi  f e;  whei'e  *fter  me  ;  my  ffither  was 

T  lYymZ  °y e,;-vlate - for  it  was  near 

rrhirh  °  '  I'  T  t0ul  him  an  accident  had  happened 

couM  nt  ?  me  t0  °n  Mrs.  Edgert  >n,  ‘and  I 

y.or  |  )  ■  ,  ^  1  u  get  a  chair  to  come  horn 

ner  lodgings  home 

TV 


nirp  j  tvi  .  *  ;  iometrnng  or  the  advert 

P*an  v/as  to  wait  till  Mr.  Ed  gem 

Vrv"  XlTZT  °  cher  ^etende-d  d^th,  and  then1;  V 

car.'h  him  •  ^ We  YyVl)  twei3t7  t0  ,cne  ^ut  we  ftWd 

jjVT  '  as  til;s  woird  require  fome  time,  the. 

•  +  t  n  <7  ,  *J-y  c/nat  to  do  m  the  mean  time. 

pVr^' V ’d/r  -L  01  *:er  2unt  Williams,  v  bo  lived  in 

^voninne,  j]\e  would  write  to  her  to  invite  herfelf 

to  her  nouie  tor  a  irnnfli  nr  „  a  •  , t 
t  ,  ir  .  0jllD  °f  two  ;  and  m  me  n  can  time 

teep  nj  jc  i  v  >o  y  cio’e.  ]  begged  of  he- 1  o  gb.  e  abfoJute 
orders  ..o  the  woman  of  the  heufe  il>e  lodged  in,  t  o  tell 
every  body  mat  called,  that  ihehad  not  returned  home 
f,om  lali  nignts  Opera,  toiler  great  furori-ze.  Hivim? 
managed  matters  thus  far ,  J  have  nothing  to  do  but 
to  watch  Mr.  JEdgerlon  narrowly,  which  I  have  a  good 
opportunity  of  doing  at  Mis.  Dimcomb’s,  where  I  can 
meet  him  at  anytime,  and  receive  the  proper  intelligence 
from  my  friend,  the  mad-L'eufe  lady. 

v  Now, 


•  I  ; 


Isil 


1*  r 

it 
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Now,  my  Harriet,  have  I  not  conducted  this  adven¬ 
ture  moil  bewitcbingly  ?  Some  whining  ni'fles  wou’d 
have  fairly  been  palled  oh  to  the  other  world  as  a  mad 
creature— -but  by  exerting  a  little  fpirit,  you  fee  how  I 
extricated  my  fell,  and  turned  the  fnares  ot  the  vile  fel¬ 
low  onhimiclf;  and  little  doubt  do  I  make,  but  wefhal! 
catch  him  moll  horribly.  Mrs.  Edgerton  is  fully  con¬ 
vinced,  that  his  intention  was  to  confine  her  for  life — 
or  very  pofhbiy  to  ilioi  ten  it  by  means  of  that  infernal 
devil.  I  fliou’d  have  no  dependence  on  fuch  a  creature, 
did  I  not  hold  her  by  her  intetefl  in  fo  double  a  manner, 
that  I  think  we  are  perfectly  fafe.  And  the  cannot  re- 
fcll  me  10  Mr.  Edserton,  for  that  wou’d  fhow  him  at 
once  that  ihe  is  not  to  be  trufied — and  befides,  wou’d 
lofe  her  conflant  pay  from  him.  If  Mrs  Edgerlon 
manages  her  part  well  in  keeping  entirely  concealed,  I 
have  no  idea  but  his  enfh  will  fly  to  make  himfelf  a  gull 
to  his  own  villainy. 

Adieu,  iny  dearefl. 

I  remain  ever  your’s, 

C.  Hervey. 


-  V  w'  *Vv  ...  J 

f  mV* '  ‘"Vi  • 

1  »  '  f’  . 

...  .. 
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letter  X. 

Mr.  Edgerton  to  Colonel  Forrester. 

HAVE  followed  your  advice  to  a  hair  :  She  is  fe- 
cutea  m  Mrs.  Gooches  ciu'ches,  who  fwears  that  I 
ihall  never  niore  be  troubled  with  her.  Tin's  is  hot 

yv0rK?  ai“  I{  y°ur  prophefies  do  not  take  piace,  will  be 
s;i  vain:  but  by  Jupiter  i  am  coin e  to  that  pals,  that 
t  Cv  uml  or  lire  might  as  well  give  me  a  dole  of  mad- 
rf  ' T  Lt.waids  did  the  bufineis  like  a  fellow  that  un- 
oentandsit — He- contrived  to  have Mifs  Het ve/s coach 
tint  or  the  way,  with  whom  ihe  went  to  the. Optra,  fixed 
a  chair  at  their  very  nofes,  and  two  of  his  people,  w  hh 
tome  footmen  or  their  acquaintance,  almoft  mobbed 
t aem  v.  ith  their  creudmg  and  flambeaux :  the  bait  took 
\*Qy  stopped  the  chairs,  and  my  chick  was  fairly 

brought  off  to  a  coach  that  waited  in  a  bv-plr.ce,  and 

Was  with  dear  Mrs.  Gooch  m  a  t;  ice.  *  She  made  a 
desperate  rout,  pretended  not  to  be  married,  threatned 
K-Oidec ,  laughed,  cry  Vi,  and  all  in  a  minute,  but  they 
preiently  dragged  her  to  the  dungeon — and  began  the 
c mule  or  phylkk ;  and  tire  old  devil  allures  me  i  need 
oe  under  no  apprehen (ions . 

i ou  aie  a  fellow  or  admirable  intelligence:  I  took 
your  hint,  and  made  the  enquiries  after  that  country  lout 
tne  Buckmghamfliire  ’Squire  with  his  rich  niece:  As 
you  fuppoied^  a  moft. abominable  bruin,  fpeciallv  cal¬ 
culated  for  being  made  a  fool  of.  If  I  cou’d  fucceed 
tiicie,  the  matter  wou’ddo — but  I  have  horrible  horrors 
al  a  failure,  tor  my  damn’d  creditors  grow  intolerably 
clamorous— -and,  heaven  knows,  Charles,  that  nothing 
Luu  aiunot  luck  the  other  night  flopped  their  mouths 
v/itn  a  iu gar  plum  in  prefer te. 

J  ket  every  engine  to  work  the  wit  of  man  can 

dev de,  to  gull  this  oiu  dog  and.  his  niece,  and  mu  ft  and 
wib  mccev;e-— - Mother  Gooch  is  all  obeuient  ;  I have  no 

and  let  me  af’ure  you — no 
whatever  be  my  rate,  you  iha’l 

not 


.fears  from  tha;  quarter— 

c 


jualrns. 


— 
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not  have  it  in  your  power  to  laugh  at  me  for  milkinefsof 

blood _ I  will  fhow  my  felt  worthy  your  friendfhip, 

and  if  I  do  not  fucceed,  baniili  from  my  foul  all  that’s 

human  in  me - —  On!  what  a  thougnt ! 

Zounds,  Charles,  give  me  your  good  wifhes  <  •  It  mull 

c:0  _ I  wiil  cut  their  throats,  it  old  Biuin  wall  not 

hang  his  eitate  about  his  niece’s  neck,  and  beg  me  to 

u 

take  it.  s 

You  talk  nobly  of  revenge  — - — •  ana  Heaven  grant 

fuccefs  to  yours. - ’Tis  truly  a  conduct  worthy 

a  man  of  iplrit— and  precifely  for  that  reafon  all  men  of 

t)lie  fpirit  are  highly  revengeful.  - Tenacious 

of  their  honour,  they  determine  that  no  mortal  ihall 
offend  them  with  impunity.  The  Anger  of  Achilles 

fhou’d  have  been  called  the  Revenge  or  Achilles.- - 

All  great  fouls  feel  this  fpint  bod  within  tnem  on  an 
in  ury  of  any  kind. — —  ■  h  ou  time  it  well .  1  his  1  air 

American  of  his  is  miftrefs  of  his  whole  foul,  there  is 

the  fpot  — _ there  the  mortal  heel - - hi  ike 

there,  and  you  are  revenged  !  Adieu, 

IT  Edgerto^. 


LET 
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'  "  -  .LETTER  xi. 

S'V  Philip  Chetwim  to  Colonel  FoRRESTEr. 

beHeTe1„e°whTn0fI°iSing  ^  ^  frknd’  and 

*  me  more  nl ZZl  \u^V°U  ^‘S  cou’d 


to  trouble  any  onei^heUfc  dtdelf,  "°  °CC!ir,0n 
is  bounded  by  tliefe  charming  woods  -  alfahlTr"”* 

Z:«%Td 

I  told  you  in  my  kft  that  my  charmimr  In™ 
Emm™,  „„  4'hil,;  « 

throw  overaVemy  '£  “e  does  b,ve 

renders  that  tluZ  tTTu  and 

mofl  difgufcful  the  lair.  u>  UliIc^  waa 

Our  liie  is  a  buiy  round  nfo  errant  • 

Srs  - 

mixCu  "  con  variations  lo  onVirl  j  .  , 
pleafmg  on  the  part  of  my  charm^,' dia"l  “"Y 
palled  one  tedious  monies  tliefe  fa  r  eels  U'  T 
every  day  with  the  fun,  and in “hefiae  coofof  rl 

time  It  T  nl,  f  -8  den  Cakes  vp  much  of  our 

o. .;«« ,  iw  r  ^ 

jst  !OT£"St *  & s  «il': 

toes,  &c  all  oianvt  ‘  ’  Pa‘  “’P?>  carrots,  pota- 

each  other  for  £ convlnlelly  'l"C  di*ance 
them,  which  is  a  great  favi->  f ,plOW,nS  between 

you  believe  it,  Charles,  I  yok?'\  rVl  of  ol'  wo“’d 

>  /  a.nv  ti  pan  or  oxen  everyday 

or 


A  > 


v#K  ,-;v 


T  H  £. 
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or  two,  for  the  purpofe  of  plowing  between  the  rows 
of  kitchen  vegetables,  and  the  wheat  in  our  mclo.iires . 
Mv  Emrnera  tells  me,  her  father  learned  the  method  o 
fowing  In  rows  in  England,  ne  that  it  is  a  little  pw^'ied 
here  for  com  ( 1  never  beheld  it  there)  ;  he  told  her 
the  advantage  of  it  was,  that  the  plowing  m  the  Ja- 
c„s,  prepared  a  ftripe  of  ground  for  next  >eai  s  rows 
Hhe  a  fallow,  and  at  the  fame  time,  greatly  piomoled 
(he  Growth  of  the  prefer*  crop.  This  Hands  to  rcafon  « 
-..J  r  fee  it  exemplified  111  our  own  rartn.  i  nevo  c 
held  finer  wheat ;*  and  my.Emmera  is  10  clean  a  weet  er, 
not  one  is  to  be  feen  among  tae  corn,  &e.  m  t,ie  tow s. 

She  conftantly  weeds  while  I  plow. 

After  this  labour  is  done.  I  bring  up  the  cows  from 
foni'i  beautiful  paihires  enclofecl  by  the  olu  man.  •  ^ 
natural  breed  of  this  country  is  extremely  hire,  and  10- 
quire  no  other  trouble,  but  to  be  drove  from  the  v.oodo 
while  voun  w  and  bred  up  in  a  domeftic  manm  t .  -  ■ 

heaven-born  maid  milks  them  regularly,  and  penoni£ 
-11  tlm  little  ofii  :es  of  the  dairy  with  inimitable  neatne  * 


delicious 

follows 


pails  we  make  from  this  dair/.^  bie.dmuv 


dated  place - for  if  the  morn- 

frequently  take  it  in  a  pretty  little 


ins  proves  hot,  we  ^ y  . *  ,  •  , 

boat*,  on  a  fmail  but  weft  romantic  creer.  from  t..e 
iaue  within  a  quarter  or  a  nine  oi  the  houte. 
call  anchor  under  the  Spreading  brandies  of  beecn  ti  ce-i 
han2'ng  from  a  line  bold  flicre,  clofe  over  the  water, 

rthoufand  pifturefque  objeftsin  v  lew  //around. 

S  "eet  and  delicious  feenes!  — •  Neve.  . 

will  your  warm  impreflion  1  e  effaced  from  my  rctentrve 

iriagin  ition! - The  very  heat  of  the  day  ,>S  p// 

either  in  the  houfe,  or  feme  arbour  0,  Emmera  s  .a.fr|, 
0f  which  there  are  feveral,  or  in  the  boat:  She  works 
(no  fuperfluities  of  gew-gaw  vanity)  and  I  read  to  her 
out  of  forae  few  books  her  father  brough  here  with 
bi  n  Plutarch,  the  Spectator,  and  Milton  are /landing 
books  with  us.  Dinner  is  generally  taken  in  the  home. 
In  tire  afternoon  we  read  ana  work  ;  in  .ea,  o  ca  t 
has  an  infufioa  of  an  herb  gathered  by  IrcrfeJ ;  ///“ 


KZ 


ii 
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III 


saae 


c  XL  K  i  (  A  \? 

S’**- «»**  *  the  ;:s  ,0;.e, 

V/e  “ft  honey  inlWof  W*  veT  F^nt. 

to  my  tools,  and  labour' apah,  *v  f6  ev.en:ng  1  take 

CaiOpn/ngr  woo  1  no-  ’  P  hccil}?,  (j?Wnrr 

f  r  Ja&  wo  )j  aeamlr  winter  ^  o&  --&* 

^  the  it  a  (on  that  is  n3C  Xv 

iound  of  the  day  withvar-  /*  ,  Uv  A  general,  y  is  the 

t>ot  a  few,  fud;  ’as  finJ  ';T— WeVffa-f  °f  thini 

you’!,  fay.  So  fcou’d  I  c°nce  !  p  .  cn6liSh, 

Heaven!  what  a  da*!  “  thouShtJ  hit,  good 

.  Met  hints  I  hear yo^  fw-’T' 

.raft  wMe  the  fit  W-ToLc^/E*"7  P  7  eC0!‘S?1 
wnh  the  girl  y0a  iove ,  So  JJ*!?  f  fine  aa  opportunity 

r,valj! - -  But  prithee  Phi^d  Z"  C,°Urt,nS!  N° 

can  foot  of  youifelf— hnt'l  *•  C  0,1  c  lraKe an  -Ameii- 
felf  the  haorv'  .4  ‘ V  ,b.nnS  her  away — I  think  nr  - 

-  -and  mo'if  def^dTK10  ^  °PP®«“n.V 

Heaven  I  „»  P4 

heart  j  but  es  to  removing  her*  from  !fPr?lit,n  on  hsr 
ment — it  a  It  rVpMj„  °  f  fi0In  U!!3  fweet  ret  ne¬ 
wer  me  is  a b folate :  Tc-iT*  n  ”  T'f  Her  P'w« 

1  r®l,11airj  here  her  Have  for  ever.U  peas  tlle  word—  and 

native’inno^l^e  "I]  fiVC  «-d  re-re,rence  1  haVc  for  the 
works  rono-^aZ  [■!P‘ xtc7^this  angelic  create,  e, 

harbottnn^  tfSt  f  t'o6’  th?’  fo  iar  a“  J  from 

n°t  exnkfn  the  /It  union  rf  US  ^  ^  ^onour>  *  ^are 
Uoveyou,  are  for  e^Zmi^  ^ 5  ,he  words> 

tremble  too  much  to  drop  them2  T  W e~~but  1 
teems  to  think  h»rf>KP-  -r  f  Heaven  the 

her — arid,  except  in  lcver-l  >  P  *?  ,iavmS  me  with 
the  memory  of  her  dear  fa  he  k'  t  7  mpmfr.tsv,hsa 
the  is  chearful  and  "  r™’?  Up°n  her  mInd> 

the  whole  day  with  PfV;7'i,,lrfl,!es  her  little  bufinefs 

me-  -but,  to  my  a,mzl2om  maheZi  ™th 

the  world :  She  is  delighted* when"?  r°„  “ 

S“2;  ^vrii-V""'  v 


One 


creek  to  enjoy  the  delicious  freflmefs  of  the  air  —  I  law 
her  come  from  the  houfe-- — — — 44  Oh?  faid  fhe, 
Mr.  — - But  what  is  your  name?  1  am  often  go¬ 

ing  to  call  you  Mr.  iomething,  but  never  thought  to 

afk  it. 

My  name  is  Chetwyn,  my  fair  Emm  era.  What  may 
your  fur  name  be  ? 

Why  really  1  don’t  know- - What  my  poor  father’s 

reafons  were  I  know  not ;  but  he  never  wcu’d  tell  me. 

He  often  put  by  the  queftion - faying.  What  does 

that iigniry  ?  - — —never  mind - -Emmera  is  enough. 

But,  Mr.  Chetwyn,  we  will  fpend  to  day  in  the  grove, 
and  eat  in  the  little  pavilion.  — - 

The  what  ?- - my  Emmera !  — — - 

You  fhall  fee— — But  firlt  let  us  load  the  boat  for  our 

little  voyage ; - we  will  take  provisions  for  the  day, 

and  a  book  for  part  of  the  entertainment. 

Did  I  never  fee  this  grove  and  pavilion? 


I  returned  to  the  houfe,  and  helped  her  to  pack  a 
bafket  with  fonie  trifles  for  the  day’s  repafl,  with  our 

hihing-tackle- - and  taking  Milton  in  my  pocket, 

we  fet  off  for  the  beat.  I  rowed  a  little  way  up  the 
creek,  till  we  came  to  the  mouth  of  a  final!  river,  into 
which  Emmera  directed  me  to  guide  the  boat.  In  about 
half  an  hour  the  flream  grew  io  narrow  that  I  ccu’dnot 
ufe  the  oars,  but  was  forced  to  pufli  the  boat  along  with 
one  of  them  againft  the  banks ;  the  trees  and  under¬ 
wood  which  grew  along  the  brook,  fo  arched  it  over, 
that  we  cou’o  fcarce  fee  more  than  a  glimmering  of  the 
fun  thr  o’  the  al  mo  ft  impervious  fhade.  Itwasexceilivelv 
romantic  and  pretty :  'The  courfe  of  the  brook  gently 
winding  in  fome  places,  let  us  look  forward  to  fiome 
diftance  thro’  the  bending  irregular  arch  of  wood,  which, 
juib  iettingthe  ays  of  the  fun  twinkle  on  the  undulating 
water,  had  a  fine  and  molt  pidmelque  efFedt.  Now 
and  then  we  caught  a  break  in  the  wood  that  furround  - 
ed  us,  which  gave  us  by  contrail’  an  agreeable  iiirprize  ; 
The  country  was  rocky  anu  mountainous.  I  puihed  on 
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highly  delighted  with  the  romantic  fccne  near  an  hour 
when  the  brook  contracted  its  banks  more  than  before  • 
anu  I  cou  d  fcarce  make  my  way  for  bullies  and  brambles 
that  hung  quite  into  the  boat :  I  began  to  complain. 

^  C:eai  Einmcra,  lure  you  have  miftaken  the  way  ? 
1  his  grows  a  horrid  place. - 

Oh!  fie!  Have  courage,  Mr.  Chetwyn. - 1  have 

guided  tne  boat  here  my  lei  f. 

Paow  much  fur  the?  is  this  fame  wove  ? 


Not  above  a  mile ;  if  1  have  not  km  the  way  — 
1  hat  you  certaj.nl/  have - -  we  had  better 


back 
>thi 
No- 


turn 


this  buihy,  pricking  ditch,  can  lead  to 


•no 


fgo 


-  ]  flia.ll  loon  fee  whether 

1  am  come  right  or  not. 

On  I  fhoved  thro’  an  army  of  tufl'.es,  which  had 
not  Emmet  a  been  fkdiu),  woti’d  have  tore  her  eyes  our. 
1  foon  cried  out  again  for  turning  back,*  but  (till  on  was 
tne  word;  And  thus  it  continued  for  I  believe  near 

a  1  a*10  ■ Cr  ^0LiI’  w^hout  one  moment’s  day  light, 
.it  Jsit,  after  a  few  minutes  of  more  than  ordinary  fhug- 
gle  thro;  briars  and  brambles,  we  hidden ly  broke  upon 
an  opening,  which  threw  before  my  aftomflied  eyes  a 

ma,i  mo11  exqiffite  valley - furrounded  on 

evc.y  hue  except  the  brook,  by  an  amphitheatre  of 
^monntau  s,  t-mckly  covered  mith  a  vafl  variety  of  trees. 

1  ins  It; tlang  bttie  valley  feemed  fccoped  from  out  the 
boov  or  a  vad  woody  mountain,  and  painted  whh  the 


ft  eilre  :l  verdu  e  I  ever  !  t 


I  eJ 


On  one  (hie  itood,  half 


ihacea  wiiu  uces Jiao  •  g  from  the  mountain’s  fide,  a 
light  elegant  ^pavilion,  aj  parently  oi  white  marble, 
wm  en  x  cou’ei  nave  fa  or  n  hacf  been  railed  by  magic, 
fox.  a  cont.au  was  it  to  every  thing  my  eyes  had  fo  Jong 
h-hei.  .  ^  Oppofit.e  to  it  a  fauil  cr  cade  broke  icm  the 
.mm mam  in  icvcrai  ii.iegulai  ilveets  ot  tranfpaienfc  water 

~  "  hr  one  pi  i.ee  hid' -  in  another  glittering 

thio  an  emorov-w  ,g  car. opy  oi  wood,  and  forming  a 
f:ece  de;igh:ud  Uyond  all  imagination.  Its  flieam 
compmed  a  bifon  in  the  mkbt  of  the  valley,  which  re¬ 
flected  ml  the  beauties  of  this  enciiantfng  fpot.  I  am 


.  ,,v: 


> 
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a  fool  for  attempting  to  defcribe  what  con'd  fcarcely  be 
expreffed  by  the  pencil  of  a  Claud  Loraine.  The  mo¬ 
ment  this  delicious  In ndfkjp  broke  on  my  eye,  the  oar 
dropt  from  my  hand — t  Rood  mute  for  fome  minutes 
like  a  ftatue. 

Well,  cries  Emmera,  is  not  this  worth  coming  to  ? 
But,  Mr.  Chetwyn,  you  wanted  to  go  back — you  re¬ 
gretted  a  few  bullies. - 

My  fair. Emmera,  you  are  a  deity— you  are  not  what 
you  leem-  thou  art  the  enchantrels  who  fpreads  a  pic¬ 
ture  to  my  eye,  which  can  have  no  reality  in  nature.—? 
X.et  me  feel  your  hand— fure  thou  art  all  air!  — 

Air  indeed  !— No,  no,  let  us  land,  and  I  will  fhow 
you  I  am  not  made  of  air — for  I  am  quite  hungry,  you 
have  managed  the  boat  fo  unfkilfully. 

Afliore  we  went,  and  faftening  cur  boat,  walked  to 
the  pavilion:  Emmera  opened  a  door  at  one  end  of  it, 
which  let  us  into  a  fmall,  neat  room  behind  it:  it  was 
ddigned  for  containing  a  few  conveniencies when  lire 
and  her  father  came  to  this  fweet  fpet. — My  dear  Em¬ 
mera,  what  cou  d  be  your  reaidn  for  not  letting  me 
know  be  “’ore  of  t  his  charming  place  ? 

That  when  you  had  the  pleafure,  it  might  appear  the 
greater.  What  raptures  you  aie  in!  Iiad  I  cefcribed 
it  to  you,  it  wou’d  not  have  figured  thus.  It  came  up¬ 
on  you  unexpectedly,  and  the  conti  aft  between  fo  pretty  a 
fpot,  and  the  difag’eeable  road  to  it,  heightens  all  its 
charms  infinitely  There  is  nothing  but  the  pavilion 
here  lo  exceeding  beautiiul  as  to  cchpfe  all  our  other 
lanc.fkips  but  the  contrail  gives  infinite  advantages. 

Nothing  can  be  moie  juft  than  your  obfervationr 
But  why  did  you  not  bring  me  here  before? 

My  father  never  made  too  free  with  this  little  her¬ 
mitage,  as  he  ufedto  call  it ;  the  houfe,  hefaid,  was  a 
bufy  lcene  - - this  aretired  one:  But  only  on  par¬ 

ticular  occafions  Ipent  a  day  here.  I  his  management 
made  it  yet  more  agreeable.  'Our  viftts  were  lo  few, 
that  we  were  never  tired.  Our  birth-days,  and  my 
mother’s,  who  died  while  I  v/as  young,  we  always  cele¬ 
brated  here;  alfo  my  father’s  wedding  day - and  the 
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anmverfary  of  his  arriving  at  his  retirement,  is  a  meat 
jubilee.  Yopr  birth-day  we  will  add  to  the  lift. 

My,  charming  Emmera!  your  management  delights 
me.  T his  really  is  taking  a  trip  to  Heaven. 

A4ak  e  it  as  heavenly  as  ^ou  can,  by  prefervirm  vour 
nfnd  in  a  date  as  agreeable  as  polhbje.  To  -Cay  we 
v/.'H  think  of  nothing  but  what  is  pleating,  that  the  "har¬ 
mony  within  us  may  keep  pace  with  the  paradife  without. 
See  how  bright  the  fun  fliines— how  exquitite  are  thefe 
magnolia’s— -can  any  thing  be  more  fragrant  than  .thofe 

roles  !  — 1 — Ail  planted  by  my  father  and  me. _ _ 

Fear  not,  my  lovely  .queen  of  this  fair  paradife,  that 
one  ting.c  thought  to  mar  my  joy  can  come  across  my 
mind  today.  Oh  !  my  Emmera  :1  I  never  am  in  ycur 

company,  but  my  fctiH  in  heaven - 1  feem  to  ti  ead 

on  air - and  all  is  pleafure  and  dehVht.- _ 

No  European  compliments,  (blnjhing)  Mr.  Chetwyn  ; 

plain,  fipcere  language  is*only  ht  for  a  hermitage _ you 

mein  no  court - -  you  mutf  leave  your  ideas  behind  you. 

— — But  come,  ’tis  time  for  break! ah  —  we  will  have 

-  it  under  yon  magnolia  near  the  cafcade. - Will  you 

take  thele  -things  ?  • - - 

Emmera  had  provided  nothing  of  the  common  fort  5 
the  npdfarines  lhe  had  gathered  from  a  tree  that  always 
bore  fruit  of  a  moil  delicious  flavour-  the  butter  was 
exquilite ;  the  cows  had  been  turned  into  a  plantation  of 
l.ucern  onpurpofe  for  this  occasion  :  The  bread  was 
made  of  the  very  -lined:  wheat :  The  green  turf  was  our 
cloth  and  table  ;  and  the  feafoning  of  our  iepaft. 

‘  The  lead  of  reafon,  and  rhe-flow  of  foul/ 

On  the  part  of  ixy  Emmera,  genuine  reafon!  fhining 
forth  with  all  the  mild  radiance  of  untainted  purity  ! 

Is  not  this,  Mr.  Chetwyn,  a  mod  delicious  breakfaft? 
Delicious  indeed  .!  It  is  a  treat  fit  for  paradife  alone. 
And  do  you  1  tally  think  that  the  plain  /implicit v  cf 
this  meal  atones  for  the  want  oi  the  refinements  you  are 
tiled  to  ? 


Aye;  and  tenthoufand  times  exceeds  them. 

J  mud  think  that  extraordinary  ;  for  habit  has  fogie&t 
an  influence  ©n  the  mind,  that  fo  fudden  and  total  a 

charms 

o 
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change  can  fcarcely  be  agreeable.  And  yet  why 
fliou'dyou  diftemble  ?~1  know  you  mu  ft  often  be  very 

melancholy  at  lofting  the  company  of  your  fiends - 

but  to  day - you  mutt  forget  them. 

Indeed,  Emmcra,  you  wrong  me  there.  Since  firft  1 
law  you,  I  have  not  pilled  one  melancholy  hour. 

Th.it  is  veiy  ft  range.  A  woman,  whole  ideas  mi  ft 
be  fo  veiy  circumfcrifced  as  mine,  can  be  but  poor  com¬ 
pany  fora  man  fto  ufted  to  the  woild  as  you. 

Not  knowing  the  world,  rny  fair  friend,  you  know 
but  little  of  yourfelf  in  the  companion..  Your  father! 
how  much  1  reverence  his  memory  I  To  g’ve  you  all 
i  he  knowledge  neceftary  to  grace  your  nr'nci,  and  extend 
vour  .ideas  of  the  ufeful  and  the  beautiful,  far  fceyerd 
t  he  train  of  molt  European  ladies.  Tis  impoliibie, 
my  f  mmera,  that  I  Ihou’d  regie t  fcciety  and  the  wcricl, 
while  I  enjoy  all  that  is  valuable  in  them  in  your  con- 
rerfition. 

Do  not  miftahe  me,  Mr,  Chetwyn  :  I  am  far  from 
valuing  either  the  world  or  its  fociety — but  I  think  it 
wonderful,  that  a  man  fo  tiled  to  both  ftiou’d  at  all  re- 
liilx  fuch  a  retirement  as  this.  But  I  am  clcaily  of  opi¬ 
nion,  while  in  the  world  you  never  waslo  free  from  dif- 
gufts  and  difappointments  as  you  have  been  ft  nee  fe- 
c  luded  from  it. 

True,  my  Emmera ;  and  you  may  add,  that  I  never 
was  half  fo  happy. 

From  rny  idea  of  fociety,  I  ftioird  think  it  fcarce 
poftible  even  to  enjoy  fuch  a  fcheme  as  this:  Some  re¬ 
lation,  friend  or  acquaintance  will  be  of  the  party,  who, 
twenty  to  one,  mars  it.  And  nothing  can  be  more  na¬ 
tural  •  for,  coming  warm  from  the  world,  with  all  its 
variety  of  interefts  and  prejudices  in  their  heads,  is  it  to 
be  wondered  at,  that  tiue  genuine  good  humour  fhou’d 
not  have  the  rule  a  fmgleday  ?  I  fhou’d  think  it  a  mira¬ 
cle  if  it  had. 

Nothing  in  nature  can  be  jufter  than  your  idea  of  that 
world  you  are  fo  happy  as  to  have  no  connections  with. 

And  yet  there  is  one  thing  which  feeins  to  contradict 
the  truth  of  that  idea. - 

And 


And  what  may  that  be  ? 

Why  your  conduct  of  late.  You  havfe  lately  feemed 
re eo ceded  to  retbement;  and  I  think  do  notregret  leav¬ 
ing  the  world.  .  Now  the  pollibiiity  of  this  appeared  te 

me  a  conti  adiditon. 


.My  charming  Emmera,  you  have  no  iuE  idea  of  your 
own  pence  bona :  Not  one  woman  in  ten  millions  cou’d 
liave  maue  lo  iclitary  a  ;pot  in  the  leaE  agreeable  to  me. 
No  other  woman  upon  earth  cou’d  have  rendered  it 
fo  agreeable.  But  an  under  handing  which  exalts  you 
above  the  common  rank — a  delicacy  of  tafteand  fenti- 
ment  I  never  met  with  before — and  a  genuine  fiicpli- 
city  ol  foul  which  is  its  greateE  ornamen  ,  make  this 
place  dear  to  me,  becaufe  it  is  connected  with  yon. 

Ola!  Mr.  Chetwyn,  (blujling)  I  can  never  defence 
fucli  .compliments — they  luit  not  with  the  hermitage ; 
remember  whe  e  we  a»  e. 

By  Heavens!  they  are  no  compliments:  Not 
hat  the  .real  opinion  I  cannot  but  entertain  of  you. 

Come,  Sir — furely  we  have  had  breakfaft  enough? 

- We  have  to  catch  fome  tench  cut  of  this  bafon  for 

cin  ier.  Nothing  but  rarities,  you  fee,  at  the  hermitage. 
■I  Ay  father  flocked  the  bafon  with  fome  fine  ones  he  took 
in  the  river,  and  made  it  a  lule  never  to  eat  of  them  but 
on  thefe  Irttle  feflivals. 


v/e  dined  in  the  pavilion  ;  the  fill  exquifite  ;  and  the 
i  ep  mil  concluded  with  a  bottle  of  admirable  wine  of  her 
own  making,  fiom  a  little  vineyard  of  her  father5 3 
fd  anting. 

In  the  afternoon  we  Eroded  about,  admii inn  with 
rapture  the  woody  beauties  of  our  lilt!©  valley  I  ob- 
it  rved  that  there  was  no  fingle  entrance  into  it  but  the 
little  Ere  am  by  which  we  came.  Emmera  alked  me,  if 
it  woifd  be  agreeable  to  fpend  an  hour  or  two  in  trim¬ 
ming  up  the  jelfarnins,  honey-fuckles  and  roles,  which 
formed  the  almoE  natu  al  r.i  bom  s  fhe  had  made  with 
their  entwining  branches ;  a  little  labour  which  her  ra¬ 
ther  and  fhe  had  always  partook  of  when  they  came 
here.  This  employment,  with  fweet  converfe,  held 
till  the  time  for  tea,  when  Eie  told  me,  Etehad  yet  an¬ 
other 
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other  rarity ; - “  To-day  you  fhall  have  a  diili  of 

leal  tea — When  our  flock  grew  low,  we  never  indulged 

ourfelves  in  it,  but  at  the  hermitage. - T  here  are  a 

few  makings  left  —  one  of  them  for  to-day  ” 

We  drank  it  under  one  of  my  Ermrera’s  bowers,  in 
other  words,  under  a  thou  fend  branches  of  the  moil 
fragrant  jeflamins,  hanging  in  beautiful  feftoons  around 

us, - Never  was  any  thing  more  delicious.  What  , 

tea !  feldom  tailed — how  agreeable  the  flavour — made 
by  my  Emmera  1  Heavens  !  that  I  flhou’d  never  enjoy  a 
tea-drinking  till  this  moment  \ 

“  My  Emmera,  before  we  ftir  I  will  read  you  a 
paifage  in  Mil  ton” 

With  all  my  heart,  Mr.  Chetwyn:  That  dlvns 
poem  is  one  continued  beauty.  He  is  my  favourite,  I 
allure  you. 

How  beautiful  is  this  fourth  book!  The  ideas  it  re¬ 
calls  to  my  mind  are  fuch,  as  my  prefent  charming  fitu-^ 
ution  gilds  with  more  than  common  luflre.  What  a 
tweet  take  for  deferiptionhad  this  great  man ! 

Another  fide,  umbrageous  grots  and  caves 
Of  cool  recefs,  o’er  which  the  mantling  vine 
Lays  forth  her  purple  grape,  and  gently  creeps 
Luxuriant ;  mean  while  murm’ring  waters  fall 
Down  the  Hope  hills,  dispers’d  or  in  a  lake. 

That  to  the  fring’d  bank  with  myrtle  crown’d 
Her  cryflal  minor  holds;  unite  their  frreams. 

I  his  is  the  very  fpot !  Hearken  to  the  cafcade  !  fee 
its  irriguous  flrcam ! 

T  he  birds  their  quire  apply;  arrs,  vernal' airs. 
Breathing  the  fmell  of  field  and  grove,  attune 
1  he  tiemblingleaves,  while  univeifal  Pan 
Knit  with  the  graces  and  the  Hours  in  dance 
Led  on  th’  eternal  fpring — - - . 

Is  not  this  infinitely  pretty,  Emmc.ra  ? 

E  2  Cha  m’n?’ 
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Charming  indeed  Surely,  Mr.  Chetwyn,  there  are 
ut  ew  poets  that  nave  To  fine  a  manner  of  defcribiag 
the  beauties  of  nature :  My  father  was  infinitely  fond  of 

,  e  pa  fi  ages  in  Milton,  and  I  think  had  there  been  any 
other  whole  woiks  were  equal,  wou’d  have  brcugh t 
tnem  with  him  to  his  retirement. 

None,  my  fair  Emrnera,  that  come  near  to  this  im¬ 
mortal  man. 

And  going  on  til!  I  came  to  the  defcription  of  Adam 
and  Eve - and  that  line. 


Eor  fortncfs  iEe  and  tweet  attractive  arac-1  • _ _ 

O  “ 

I  gently  prefTcd  Iter  hand  to  my  lips - -*  “  My 

•ear  Emrnera !  did  ever  woman  but  you  defer  ve  that 
epithet?  —She  bin  died,  and  only  laid,  don’t  com¬ 
pliment,  Mr.  Chetwyn. - 


Under  a  tuft  of  tirade  that  on  a  green 

o.oocl  whifp  ring  fob,  by  a  frelii  fountain  die 
I  hey  flit  them  down  • _ 

How  liite .  our  own  iituation,  my  Eve!  What  exqui- 
hte  pie -fare  is  there  in  feeling-  the  force  of  fucli  psfTagee 
>s  thefe !  A  16 


— ■ -  and  after  no  more  toil 

Of  their  fweet  gardening  labour  than  fufiic’d 
To  recommend  cool  Zephyr,  and  made  eale 
More  eafy,  v/holfome  third  and  appetite 
More  grateful,  to  their  fupper  fiuits  they  fell, 
Nedlai in  fruits,  which  the  compliant  boughs 
\  ielded  them,  fide-loiig  as  they  fat  recline 
On  the  loft  downy  bank  damn  Ik’d  with  flowers: 


Oh!  my  Emrnera!  that  in  the  inventive  imagination 
of  a  poet,  we  ihou’d  fee  our  own  blifsfui  ftate  painted 
to  fuca  a  truth  ! 

Oh!  he,  you  European! - Do  you  really  think  it 

Mi&ui  t 
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By  heavens  I  do. 

Why  then  did  you  talk  of  taking  me  hence  ? 

I  was  ridiculoufly  mad.  I  will  live  for  ever  with  you 
in  this  fweet  folitude.  Shall  I  not  ?  — -But  hear  how 
he  goes  on. 

The  favory  pulp  they  chew,  ?~nd  10  the  rind 

Still  as  they  thiriied  fcoop  the  brimming  dream  5 

Nor  gentle  purpofe,  nor  endearing  fmiles 

Wanted,  nor  youthful  dalliance  as  befeemJ 

Fair  couple,  link’d  in  happy  nuptial  league, 

Alone  as  they - 

I  fell  upon  my  knees  before  the  dear  divinity  of  my 
foul,  and  clafping  her  hand  in  mine,  kiffd  it  with  rap¬ 
ture,  and  bedewed  it  with  my  tears.  Oh  !  Emmera ! 

my  Emmera  I  Why  have  you  not  the  foul  to - to 

- - alas!— — 

I  looked  up,  and  beheld  a  fweet  teartrinele  from  the 
eye  of  my  charmer,  while  Hie  cafe  a  look  upward.,  as  it 
pouring  forth  an  ejaculation  to  heaven  as  her  guide. 
Good  God  !  what  were  the  feelings  of  my  foul,  at  the 
light  of  that  angelic  countenance!  I  exided  for  fome 
moments  in  the  regions  of  the  bielTed — all  joy — allde- 
lirium — for  I  knew  not  what. 

Emmera ! 

Come,  Sir — no  more. - 1  did  not  expedt  to  have 

drank  the  cup  of  forrow  in  this  hitherto  happy  fpot  of 
innocent  feftivity.  Oh!  Mr.  Chetwyn,  you  are  fit  on¬ 
ly  for  the  world.  I  was  deceived  in  you. 

The  cup  of  forrow  !  What  means  my  angel  ? 

Rather  fay,  what  means  this  language? - Whither 

tends  this  behaviour? — Oh!  Sir ! — Remember  my 

dear  father’s  lad  words.  Do  not - do  not  feek  to  ruin 

her  you  found,  at  lead  fo  innocent! 

Heavens,  Madam! — you  wrong  me  in  that  word. 
I’d  rather  fctike  a  dagger  to  my  (bul,  than  for  one  mo¬ 
ment  entertain  a  thought  injurious  to  your  honour. 

I  do  believe  you  mean  it.  not — but  do  not  blind  your- 
ieif  vyiih  t  he  vain  fophiftry  of  a  deceiving  world,  which 

nillies 
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rufoes  into  tjiut  it  feems  to  1W  Think  of  your  ffiua- 
tioti ! — more  wretched  than  the  worid,  if  wamEz 
innocence  :  Think  of  an  orphan  ufed  to  the  convene  of 
paternal  tendernefs,  and  then  the  dreary,  lone  inhabitant 
of  endlefs  woods  1  So  helplefs,  and  expoled  to  melan¬ 
choly  thoughts,  fhou'd  you  appear  to  plunge  her  foul  in 
grier,  and  rob  that  bomm  ot  its  only  peace,  which  knew 
not  ofremorie  ! - - 

Enough ;  thou  faircft  image  of  more  than  human  ex¬ 
cellence  !  Since  you  fufpefl:  the  purity  of  my  thoughts 
-rll  bury  them  in  the  recedes  of  my  foul ;  nor  e’er  rive 
utterance  to  that  more  than  adoration,  in  which  for 
ever  I  muft  hold  yeur  virtues.  Tis  in  the  fun  fhine  of 
your  eye  that  I  alone  exift.  Call  not  a  (hade  upon  your 
beams ! — Oh!  Emmeraf  the  dew  of  heaven  fails 
down  in  bleffings  on  mankind,  yet  knows  of  them  no 
more ! 

1 111  fatisfed.  I  fee  that  virtue  is  my  guard — and 
therefore  know  no  fear.  United  in  the  ftrongeft  bancs 
or  Irtend/liip  and  efteem — happy  in  onr  little,  folitary 

focieiy - whither  fliou’d  we  wander  for  greater 

bleffings !  Serenity  of  foul  is  ours.  Oh  1  Mr,  Chetwyn 
1  wou’d  not  change  this  life  I  lead  with  you,  to  ftep 
'with  fplendor  to  anenvy’dthtone!  F 

Ah!  tny  fair  eft  Emunera! — But  if  freffi  objeds  of 
unknown  merit  were  to  appear — is  it  only  me  you- _ 

.  °h  '■  let  me  break  that  fentence,  that  molt  injurious 

hint ;  fo  European - fo  little  tutted  to  the  fimpl'ici ty  of 

my  mind! — No,  Sir— -reft  fatisfied,  while  you  remain 
what  now  you  ieent,  ’tis  only  you  with  whom  I’d  live 

Here  then  to  Heaven  I’ll  bend - Oh!  Gracious 

God!  give  me  the  power  of  treating  this  faireftofvour 
fair  creation,  with  never-ending  refpeft.  Let  me  per¬ 
petually  honour  the  native  purity  of  her  foul _ and  ne¬ 

ver  in  thought,  word  or  deed,  ad  towards  her,  but  with 
the  molt  upright,  virtuous  intentions.  Thro’  thy  eter¬ 
nal  mercy  grant  me  thispfayer;  theu  knowelt  I  make  it 
in  all  iincerity  of  foul ! 

Come,  thou  blcfleo.  pattein  01  nil  genuine  excellence, 

trufl 
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truft  me  as  the  keeper  of  your  honour — you  fhall  not  , 
with  heaven’s  abidance,  find  me, unworthy. 

I  do  mod  religioufly  truft  you.  - - On  you — you 

only,  I  entirely  depend,  for  all  earthly  happinels. 


Grant  you  patience  to  go  to  the  end  of  this,  to  ycu, 
tedious  journal  $  I  think  it  cannot  be  otherwise,  and  yet 
you  fee  I  am  about  to  make  borne  fmall  additions  to  it. 

We  left  the  hermitage  (by  the  bye  I  believe  I  never 
told  you,  that  the  pavilion  was  entirely  of  her  father’s 
iaifing,  and  the  pillars  of  his  own  carving)  in  perfect  lo¬ 
re  nit  v  of  mind,  and  that  good  opinion  which  each  had 
of  the  other  g  ently  improved.  My  dear  Enmiera  had 
a  certain  tender  melancholy  which  heightened  evejy 
charm,  and  I  think  never  feemei  to  breathe  in  a  mote 
perfect  degree  that  foft  gale  of  tranquility,  which  wafts 
the  foul  upon  the  wings  of  love,  and  lulls  it  in  Ely  hum. 

- 1  know  not  how  to  exprefs  that  more  than  human 

ferenity  fo  mixed  with  chearfulnefs,  and  that  gilding  cf 

the  mini - that  fun-fhine  of  the  foul  —  which  never 

txiils  wi  h  mirth,  hut  in  miici  effective  beams  oiifules  its 


fweet  influence. 

We  returned  to  our  regular  courfe  oF  lire,  and  tnat 
happy  day  then  Teemed  half  an  age — our  imaginations 
magnified  the  little  incidents  of  it,  and  wecou’d  fcarce 
believe,  that  the  bounds  of  a  Angle  cay  fhou’d  contain 
fuch  a  variety  as  then  was-  pictured  in  our  memories. 

I  know  not  what  may  be  your  opinion  of  the  matter, 
but  I  ilia  11  ever  efteem  myfelf  peculiarly  happy  in  meet¬ 
ing,  fo  circumftanced,  with,  the  molt  truly  amiable  wo¬ 
man  in  the  univerfe.  Never  fhall  1  be  weary  of  this 
folkary  fpot,  while  it  is  enlivened  with  all  that  fancy 
can  imagine  charming.  I  am  quite  a  convert  to  retire- 
ment,  and  moll  fmctiely  allure  you,  that  1  find  more 
pleafure  in  the  menial  offices  I  perform  here,  than  in 
the  giyeft  and  mod  glittering  periods  of  my  life.  1  he 
moit  laborious  employments,  the  mod  trifling  adtions — 
even  the  very  minutise  of  an  inconiiderable  farm,  take 
here  a  cioathing  of  entertainment  and  elegance:  It  is 
iirjDoflibie  to  exprefs  the  more  than  human  grace  this 
*  fweet 


T  h  e  fair  American  -* 
WHt  ftSnV  t„thr07r0n-' ‘he  fl,'g-hteft  _ - 

’  nat  '"'VDS  ^ms  of  fentiment  every  thin*  rl,»t  r-.e 
■  a  talle  for  the  iu't  anrf  k  :f  V*  -  /  ~ 

itfelf  in  all  her  remark,  f  _!1t0  who  w 

a  woman  render  foJitude  aereeab'ci  A*  'n U  "?-t 

S“- 1  fe“  if  *•*« 

from  my  Cradle  to  this  hour  never  HU  / 

uninterrupted  ftate  of  perfect  health.  J°'V  fuC‘’  an 

t  he^  mountain  ou  T' 1  Factet  Heave  behind 

■c  Ir,eiinuun,  >ou  iha.il  not  be  ^nr-croi- •  w  i  i  i 

yet  troubled  me;  I  have  again  char-ed  my  Y  flas 

account  to  difturb  tny  repofe,  by  af™^  ‘  t  mef 

fenger.  1  have  threatened  to  piuol  the  firft  £/,„  *" 

fece  I  behold  within  the  limits 

P.  CflEtWl  N . 
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LETTER  XII. 


II. is  I-Iervey  to  Mifs  Chet  win. 


TNDEED,  my  Harriet,  you  never  difpkyed  vm.r 
X  judgment  Ids  than  when  you  begged  of  me  JZ 
p!cy  all  my  vacant  hours  in  fcribiinf  t0  you  whatever 
emne  upper, noil.  Oh  !  what  a  lively  pen  ought  that 

In  tod°  fa'i  hdt°  rUnb0t  witilunb°undPedwildnefs— 
*>■' >J  falth’  enough  to  overturn  the  reafon  of  the 

fluff 'a  *"*  ,Cfei  !v  lrnaS*nati°n,  if  he  is  attentive  to 
fluff,  a  very  phantaftic  mirror  of  abfurdity _ J.ct  me 

lfLe  :1,n(n  (Pecml  ftnfe  that! — this  letter  begim, 
charmingly — how  ’twill  end.  Heaven _ 2 

*  *  "  * 


--Oh!  the  plague  of  aunts!  Harriet,  if  you  wets 
leaned  with  them  as  I  am,  you’d _ Madam  n  • 

and  her  fweet  filler  Mrs.  Coping,  dtd  widtstt 
7  and  interrupter!  a  fine  tale  1  was  going  to  tell  you 
—mftead  of  wh.ch,  I  have  been  quke  pi! i  °cd  fit 
ana  fncafee’d  in  religion.  You  know  whh  what  vea 
ous  eloquence  they  harangue  on  that  fubjeft  and  how 

%-tnf  f  ^  r 

. naming  molt  terrible  denunciations'  of  Avlne"™' 

ance  on  the  lead  difference  of  opinion.  They  w«e 

ciifputirg  what  wou’d  be  the  event  ^  r  7  e 
'  diftant  — _  V  °  ot  fomethmg  very 


*  Dfar>  I,  what  matters  how  it  will  be?  F iV* 
hunored  years  hence  the  world  will  know  enough  Tf  h 
J*  here  ■  replied  ]V/Tr<*  ^  # 

iX7m,m:hCopf,,ng^ou^ 


i  .  : — >  ivirs. 

how  much  ihe  reads  the  feriptures  ' 

Of,  Madam ! — Ho w  ? — What  ? _ 

the  wmMwlil  tWifaT^0rabn0t,t0fcrWthat 
years.  How  therefore  fiiou’d  it  ’  five'  hund  njndred 
hence  know  any  thingof  that  matter  >  iU  ^ears 

The  world  at  an  end  in  three  hundred  years  r  n 
Madam! - where  do  you  find  that  ?  '  ‘  >U 

A  ye, 


ns 
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Aye,  new!  See  there!  adds  Mrs.  Grainger,  that’s 

the  common  cant - “  Where  do  you  find  that  ?” 

—  —  and - <(  Who  told  you  that?” — and  fuch 

interjections  of  contempt  is  all  you  meet  with  nowa¬ 
days.  But,  filler  Copping,  you  know,  I  think,  that’s  a 
disputed  point. 

No  difputed  point ,  indeed.  But  are  we  not  told 

that  day  « ivill  come  like  a  thief  in  the  night  — - The 

one  jhallbe  taken ,  the  other  left ,  And  io  it  will  be  : - 

and  then  let  me  fee  whether  they'll  cry  cut,  “  Where 

do  you  find  that,  pray?” - and  “  Who  told  you 

that  ?” 

But,  dear  aunt,  don’t  put  yourfelf  in  fuch  a  paiTion  ; 
I  only  aiked  jor  information  where  it  was  to  be  found? 

Where  it  was  to  be  found  truly!  Why  it  is  to  be 
found  in  the  revelations. 

The  revelations ! 


Aye,  to  be  hire. - See  there  now - Peck  at  that 

too,  I  hope.  The  Revelations  ! 

I  fuppofe,  aunt,  you  underhand  all  the  revelations 
— * — — And  fo  you  interpret  the  end  of  the  world  from 
the  revelations  ? 

Yes,  I  do,  and  many  learned  men  are  of  the  fame 
opinion.  There’s  Dr.  Mead,  and  Dr.  Hen.  More., 
and  Dr.  Thomas-- — — 

Dear  fiber  Copping — you  forget  yourfelf;  Dr.  Hen. 
More  was  of  a  different  opinion. 

Siiler  Grainger,  you  are  miftaken.  I  fay  Dr. - 

I  proteff,  {liter  Copping,  you  forget.  Ido  infill - 

Siiler  Grainger,  you  may  infill  what  you  will — you 

know  how  much  I  read - 

I  care  not  what  you  read,  fiber  Copping :~ycu 
iliou’d  know  better  what  you  read  before  you  contra¬ 
dict  other  people.  I  fay-—- — — — 

I  fay,  ’tis  no  fuch  thing  - - 

I  fay,  you  fay  wrong - you -  you’re  furious — * 

Furious  truly ! — You  are  ignorance  itfelf;  ’tis  Dr. 

More  - - - 

'  ’Tis  Dr.  Mead - 

Ridiculous  creature! 
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Obftinate  fool !  Til  leave  the  room,  I .  won’t  keep 
your  company — you’ll  be  a  DJft  foon  l—Anvay  Jhe 
flew  in  a  pajfion. 

Now  do  not  imagine,  my  dear  grave  Harriet,  that  I 
write  this  in  ridicule  of  religion - far  from  it;  and  I 


lfure  you  mofr  faithfully  every  fyllablc  palTed.  I  am 
not  one  that  takes  a  pleafure  in  laughing  at  every  thing 
I  do  not  under  ft  and :  But  it  wou’d  be  itupidity  itfelf  to 
be  prefent  at  fuch  ridiculous  fcenes  without  feeling  the 
abiurdiiy  of  them.  It  is  a  fad  misfortune,  that  any 
thing  of  luch  great  and  real  importance  to  mankind  as 
religion,  ilaou’d  ever  become  the  favourite  ftudy  and 
topic  of  people  whofe  ftriking  charadteriftics  are  igno¬ 
rance  and  bigotry:  I  do  not  by  ignorance ,  mean  an  im¬ 
mediate  want  of  ftiperficinl  knowledge  of  the  fcriptures 
and  foiue  commentaiies  on  them,  but  a  want  of  that 
enlarged  and  comprehenftve  idea  of  humanity  in  gene¬ 
ral,  and  that  diftinginihing  perfpicuity  of  apprehenfioa 
which  gives  a  proper  application  to  the  duties  of  religi¬ 
on  in  particular.  This  true  knowledge  embraces  the 
whole  univerfe,  conceives  from  the  holy  writings  great 
and  juft  notions  of  the  Deity  and  his  providence,  but 
does  not  harp  for  ever  on  the  very  letter  of  the  gofpel ; 
nor,  by  a  ridiculous  pretence  of  expounding  myfterious 
expre  ikons,  and  explaining  inexplicable  figures,  render 
thofe  things  trivial  and  ridiculous,  which  ought  to  be 
held  in  reverence,  although  beyond  our  apprehenfion. — 
How  removed  from  thofe  are  my  two  good  aunts. 

Have  I  not  made  up  now,  my  Harriet,  for  the  little 
jocofenefs  I  began  wkh  ?  I  think  I  have  hit  your  tafte 
off  exactly 

V.  #  *  * 

i  he  bait  J  threw  out  takes  with  that  vi  iain  Edger- 
ton,  as  [  cotfd  with.  kic  has,  by  fome  management 
or  other,  become  acquainted,  thro'  the  Duncombes, 
with  an  old  Buckinghamlliire  ’Squire,  rich,  and  a  niece 
ftili  richer,  witn  no  other  relations  I  hear.  1  believe 
lie  managed  fome  how  or  other  to  get  Mr  s.  Duncoiube 

acquainted  with  him - tho’  die  knows  a  little  of  Him 

in  the  country.  But  the  cream  of  the  jell  is,  he  is  vio- 
OL.  I.  F  *  lentlf 
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lent  1  y  tender  to  'Mifs  ;  but  tho’  I  once  met  them  to¬ 
gether,  cou’d  lee  nothing  of  it,  my  gentleman  is  too 
cautious  for  that.  He  per  ectly  makes  love  to  the  old 
man,  ar.d  is  hail  fellow  well  met  with  him—  thor  his 
utmoft  idea  does  not  feem  to  reach  beyond  a  horfe  and 
a  fiy e-bar  1’d  gate,  Mifs  is  quite  a  country  piece,  hut 

lliews  forth  lor  a  lady  of  fafhion* - and  thinks  fhe  has 

both  tafle  and  y/it.  Their  name  is  Carter. 

I  cannot  help  being  fo  mifehievous  as  to  enjoy  the 
idea  of  Edgerton’s  moil  horrid  confufion,  whenl  prefent 

Lis  wife  full  to  his  face - like  a  baiiiifk,  to  kill  him 

with  a  look! - He  is  fpecialjy  deceived  by  the  old 

marihoufe  devil,  I  find,  for  die  informs  me,  he  has 
called  on  Jier  three  times  to  kjiovv  how  matters  went 
with  his  wife,  and  live  told  him,  worfe  and  wor ft;  at 

which.  he  cried-’ - “  That’s  right. - fo  much  the 

better” _ There’s  a  dog  for  you  !  I  meet  this  wretch 

d refled  out  in  all  the  taile  of  finery,  bedeck’d  with  a 
chearful  countenance,  and  on  every  occasion  all  mirth 
and  vivacity.  Thefe  men,  my  Harriet]  What  are  they 

made  of  r  _ 

Put  your  brother’s  flame.  Mils  Greville  f  I  doubt 

die  has  loll  a  good  card  hi  him,  and  is  now  playing  a 
fooliih  game  to  recover  harfelf.  She  is.clofeiy  befieged 
by  a  young  officer  in  the  guards,  who  leems  to  make 
feme  way  m  hi$  approaches,  and  I  believe  addrefles 
the  mother’s  vanity,  as  well  .as  the  daughter’s  beauty, 
elfe  Die  wou’d  fcai  cely  fuffer  the  acquaintance,  for  they 
joy  ids  commifiion  and  a  tew  debts  or  io  is  all  his  for¬ 
tune.  Woe  betide  her,  if  die  revenges  one  man’s  per¬ 
fidy  by  marrying  another  die  knows  not ! 

*  ‘Well,  Harriet,  I  think  I  have  fcribbled  you  a  tolera¬ 
ble  letter  of  nothings,  till  my  paper  warns  me  to  con- 
c  hide  fit  with  a  fomething  — ’ That  I  ftiall  ever  remain 

m^tt  truly* 


Yours,  &c. 


J 
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LETTER  XIII. 

Mr.  Edge  rton  to  Colonel  For  re s  t*  e  r . 

'  A  .  ,  .  •  • 

I  Received  your 's,  and  am  much  obliged  to  you  For 
your  advice — It  is  feafofiable  and  good.  In  pait  l 
had  executed  your  plan  with  the  old  lellow—  and  iliall 
take  care  and  proFecutd  the  V/hole  fcheme.  I  confeis 
now,  that  your  idea  of  the  ca’e  is  move  accurate  than 
my  own.  It  was  with  no  great  difficulty  1  brought  him' 
acquainted  again  with  Mrs.  Duncombe  ;  die  is  an  a  '*• 
ini  able  tool  to  woik  with,  and  by  flattering  her  topp  - 
r-  l  inay  hope  for  better  fucoefs  thro1  her  means  than 
bv  any  twenty  women  in  Chiltendom\ 

The  fir  ft  time  the  old  fellow  and  his  niece  dined  :  t 
her  houfe,  I  was  of  the  party  ;  die  begg’d  me  to  take 
the  lower  end  of  her  table,  and  do  the  honours  to  Mr. 
Carter.  I  found  He  was  an  intolerable  glutton,'  an  i 
therefore  I  took  care  to  fupply  him  well:  Alter  dinner 
I  had  him  to  myfelf,  and  feeling  his  puife  as  to  the  bot- 
tle  j  found  him  as  (launch  to  that  as  he  was  to  His  knife 
and  fork;  I  pu fil’d  the  glafs  brifkly  to  liitti#  tiil  his 
iri'endthip  lor  me  grew  pretty  warm. 

Zounds!  Mr.  Ca  rter,  (aid  I,  now  fucli  a  bottle  of 
cliret  as  this,  with  a  dozen  mote  under  the  iide-boarc, 

woud  make  one’s  foul  glad  in  the  country - Riltas 

‘for  this  London  !  Blood!  man,  one  mull  only  wet  our 
lips  here  - 

Right,  Sir,  right;  the  country  is  the  thing - 

Damn  all  towns,  fay  I. - A  routing  wood  fire  — 

a  bottle  of  good  wine,  and  no  milk-lops — Oh  !  Lord  i 
oh|  Lord!  Now-a-days  •  ■  ■ 

Aye,  in  troth  now-a-days  there's  n.o  good  doings 

I  live  moftly  in  the  country,  this  is  luch  a  niiik- 


fop  town. 

I  fliou’d  like  you  for  a  neighbour- 
live  ? 

In  Cumberland  lies  mycfiate. 
yWfiat  you’re  in  the  Common?,  Iwaunty  ? 


•W1  ere  do  you 


i. 
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'  ^o,  Mr.  Carfeef ;  two  or  three  boroughs  there 
plague  me  confoundedly  to  ft  and  their  Parliament-man, 
biL  I  will  be  knight  of  the  Shire  or  nought  — —  Three 
thou fand  pounds  a  year  may  claim  it, 

A  fine  eftate  that. 

I  make  it  a  rule  to  live  well Any  man,  Mr. 
Carter,  may  eat  himfelf  to  death  at  my  table,  and  when 
he  is  done,  fwim  to  heaven  in - bin  gundy  and  claret. 

Good  port-  -  good  port  is  paftuble  wine. 

true;  and  I  know  a  tavern  here,  where  is  the  beft 
in  England.-— - 

Do  ye  ? - - 1  fhoifd  like  — - - 

Let  s  have  adinner  at  it - no  fhiliey  (bailey  women 

h  us - Slit  eat  and  drink — — Mum’s  the  word- — 

What  fay  ye  ? 

Adzookers,  you1,  e  a  man  after  my  own  foul.— 

To-morrow  Tall  be  the  day. 

Let  me  fee  :  to-morrow 
town  fomew here. 

VV  here  ? 

Where?  — - - I  can  hardly  tell  ye  where;  ’tis  to 

— —  let  me  fee,  I  have  it  on  a  card  in  my  pocket - • 

tor  they  have  inch  outlandiilr  names  heie,  that  I  make 

Sal  write  them  down,  d’ye  lee  me  ;  Oh  !  here ’tis, - - 

To  Rome— o  and  Ju  let - Five  o’  clock  in  even. 

Odds  bobs !  Mr.  Carter,  that’s  tire  play-houfe,  Sa¬ 
tan’s  ichool;  Do  you  go  there? 

j  o 


To-morrow  I  go  out  of 


Sal  goes 


Mrs.  Duncombe  will  have  it  lo. 


Your  Sal  is  a  good  lafs,  if  London  don’t  fpoil  her : 
You  ihou’d  be  careiiil. 

A  rare  girl ! — ~ —  Fifteen  hundred  a  year  on  day 

of  marriage - 7 —  A  rare  girl. 

Well  married  to  a  country  gentleman  ol  good  eftate.— 

Aye,  you’re  right ;  no  London  gentry  for  me  - . —  » 

A  fellow  that  can  crack,  a  bottle  now  and  then,  Mf. 

Edgerton  1 a  man  of  your  kidney — (finking  >ne  by 

the  hand.) 

Have  an  eye  to  her  here  in  London,  or  let  me  for 
you - — -  —  I  woo’d  not  have  her  come  to  harm 

b<*fc  re 
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before  you  get  her  back  again— -  I*  have  an  ab~ 


This  is  a  damn'd 


horrenceof  this  London. 

E’ faith  you’re  right 

fcheme  to-morrow  rrght  - - — 

Without  feme  (launch  friend  of  your’s  with  her. 

I  with  you’d  dine  with  me  to-morrow,  and  go  to  this 

}ulip  affair  with  her- - I  can  tiutl  her  to  you — 

Why  ;  to  oblige  you — I  hate  them  places,  there's 
no  having  a  bottle  at  ’em ;  but;  however,  I  will**,***. 

You’ll  do  a  turn  for  me  another  time  ? - 

Thank  ye — thank  ye — that  I  will — wilic.acka 
bottle  with  you  at  any  time. — —And  Friday  for  the 
tavern  poit~^\-^  W  hat  fay  ye  ? 

By  ail  means;  I’ll  call  on  ye  at  three  o!  clock, 

W  oirndly  late  that. 

’Tis  fo — Two’s  a  better  hour— —but  this  damn’d 
London, 


Aye,  two — two. 

Horrible  ffuff  this  to  write  you  ;  btt  ns  I  think  yen 
will  like  to  know  what  f  it  of  a  beat!  1  have  to  deal 
with,  I  am  lure  no  delcription  cf  the  animal  can  give 
you  a  ft  rouge  r  idea  than  the  above  ikeleh  of  his  con- 
veriation. 


The  next  day  I  attended  Mifs  tc  the  play  — the 
youngeft  Duncombe  was  to  have  been  of  the  party, 
but  1110ft  dexteroufly  1  got  Symons  to  call  and  ofici  her 
a  ticket  for  the  affembly,  wit  h  himftif  to  accompany  ; 
lb  1  had  the  angelic  creature  to  myfelf.  She  is  no  bad 

piece - tall  and  well  made  —  r.ot  pretty,  bm  ha.s 

a  good  complexion.  This  is  the  fu  ll  t  ine  of  exhibit¬ 
ing  herleli  at  London.  She  is  excel  live  pert,  forward 
and  Yam — fo  a  better  du[C  1  cannot  wifli  for. 

I  am  amazed,  Mils  Carter,  that  your  uncle  n.e’tcr 
brought  you  to  London  bciorc  ;  fo  perfectly  qualified 

as  you  are  to  cutihine  the  faireii:  nere  I - — 

it  was  ve^y  odd’,  Sir,  indeed.  I  had  always  a  great 
inclination  for  polite  life. 

Swallowed  at  once,  by  Heaven!  One  gtilph,  and 

.  '  J  O  k  ’ 

lawn  it  went. 


j» 

X 


Your 


66  T  H  E  F  A  I  R  A  M  ERICA  N. 

Gur  inclination,  Madam,  leads  you  where  none 
Can  liyal  you  —tor  greater  beauty  1  never  beheld. 

You  are  pleaded  to  compliment  me,  Sir. 

Not  a  whit,  indeed!  Heaven  preferve  my  heart 

while  in  your  company,  is  all  I  pray - But  alas!  my 

buiinefs  was  aimoft  done  at  the  firft  glance.  You  are 
indeed  too  fair. — Kijjtng  her  hand  cwiih  hphs  and  lan - 
guijbing  looks.  ‘ 

Dear  Sir  ? - Pray - your  politenefs,  Sir - 

Mere  common  civility,  Mrd.m,  to  iuch  beauty  as 

your’s -  'There  is  a  celebrated  Opera  next  Tiiu  rf- 

da y - —You  doubtlefs  love  mufic  ? 

Infinitely. 

I  concluded  fo  - -  becaufe  ’r is  tafte - - 

and  people  that  have  not  tafle,  you  know,  are  beings 
of  another  world. 

T o  be  lure  — - 

Shall  I  be  blefTed  with  attending  you  ? 

Perhn  ps - W  hy ,  Sir - —  My  u  ncle - 

dear  Sir,  you  cannot  think  how  ft  range  a  man  he  is 
. — - —  he - - 


Leave  that  to  me,  Madam:  I  will  plead  for  you, 
and  doubt  not  but  I  iliali  prevail. 

I  fhall  be  vnitiy  obliged  to  you. 

The  play  palled  off  without  one  obfervation  which 
(bowed  even  common  lenfe — She’s  an  errant  fool  in 
town.  What  ihe  may  be  among  the  Johns  and  Jack¬ 
daws  of  the  country,  I  know  not.  On  our  return,  I 
crack'd  a  bottle  with  the  old  fellow ;  who  was  full  of 
thanks  for  my  taking  fuchgood  care  of  his  niece. 

Zounds,  Mr.  Caiter!  ihe’s  a  tight  wench — and  will 
make  a  good  woman  —and  has  good  lenle  too.  I  really 
don’t  think  London  will  hurt  her. 

Don’t  ye?  Mr.  Edgertcn,  don't  ye? 

Faith  I  don’t.  Let  her  fee  a  little  of  the  town,  It 
won’t  be  aipifs — lire’s  prudent - a  prudent  girl. 

Here's  to  ye.  Thank  ye  for  advifing  me.— The 
girl  ftrall  fee  the  town — I’ll  go  with  her  to  fee  the  lions 
myfelf,  and  thentncie  s 

(Til 
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I’ll  conduct  her.  I  don’t  adminTWomen’s  company 
— but  fuch  a  worthy  country  gentleman  as  you,  Mr. 
Carter,  can  do  any  thing  with  me. 

That’s  kind,  that’s  kind,  Mr.  Edgerton. 

There’s  an  Opera  next  TJrurfday  :  I  iliall  be  une  n¬ 
gaged,  and  will  give  her  an  hour  or  two. 

She  ilia  11  go.  You’re  very  kind,  indeed. 

We  got  half  fea.s  over,  and  parted  quite  loving 

*  friends. 

%  %  % 

Tburfdny  16th.  Nothing  was  ever  half  foa-propos ; 
My  plague  is  done  with.  Heaven  relt  her  foul  Amen. 

So  much  for  her.  That  hell-hound,  Mother  Gooch, 
is  the  moll  convenient  devil  one  cou'd  ever  meet  with  ; 
but  moll  damnably  dear.  Too  much  for  the  prefent 
ebb  of  my  calli ;  but  the  worldly-minded  jade  has  got 
me  bound  in  parchment,  hand  and  feet,  witnefies  in 
plenty,  money  paid  and  received,  and  the  devil  to  do. 
Such  another  vidto-ry,  and  I  am  undone!  By  Heavens! 
a  wife  had  need  bring  money,  when  they  coil  luch  a 

plaguy  deal  to  get  rid  of! - - However,  this  is  a 

wind  which  wafts  a  balmy  gale  of  comfort  to  my  foul. 
Nothing  now  in  tire  way  to  1  lapping  into  the  fifteen 
hundred  per  ann :  not  one  penny  leis  wcu’d  do  :  I  mull 
go  into  deep  mourning  for  the  1  o  1  s  or. my  dea* y ;  and  as 
toother  particulars-,  the  management  of  the  funeral,  &  c. 
is  in  mother  Gooch,  with  the  neeeffary  parade  of  all 
due  cii  cumllances  bo  n  ot  time  and  place. 

1  have  been  to  dine  with  old  Carter :  After  dinner, 
Come,  Mr.  Edgerton,  don’t  look fo  grave:  Zounds, 

man!  what,  lor  a  woman  ! 

Oh!  Ridiculous,  Mr.  Carter:  I  was  a  little  grieved 
at  a  letter  I  received  this  morning  from  my  lleward  in 

the  country  :  A  large  barn  blown  down ! - A  large 

barn,  my  friend!  A  woman!  quotha!  And  this 
puppy  of  a  fellow  wiites:  Let  me  lee  :  here,  And  to 
be  lure,  Sir,  I  cou’d  not  help  it,  all  the  houfes  on 
your  honour's  eflate  are  in  fpecial  repair,  but  accidents 
will  happen,  however,  one  barn  on  fo  fine  an  eftate  of 
]  your  Honour’s  ol  three  thoufand  a  year,  is  but  a  trifle. 
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A  dog 7  A  barn  a  trifled  This  fellow  don’t 
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know  his  matter  I  A  manthatdon’t  value  a  yard  of  old 
thatch  upon  ancld  barn,  will  never increafe  hir  fortune 
omail  matters  are  of  confequence,  Mr.  Carter ! 

In  good  troth,  you’re  right:  I  like  your  notions  well. 

Zounos;  Mr.  Edgerton,  you’re  a  thriving  man,  as  one 
may  fay. 

Pretty  warm  in  the  world.  Why  you  mud  know, 
^  paid  oft  a  mortgage  my  fool  of  a  brother 
lot  on  the  eilate,  elle  I  ill  on  d  have  been  better  oh  — 
hut,  however,  pretty  well  off- — A  few  India  bonds  and 

fomething  in  the  Bank,  But  a  barn ! — - 

A  matter  of  confequence.  - Adzooks,  if  money 

mult  go— think  of  the  tui ties  and  turbots,  and  die 
bumpers  of  Burgundy. 

Oh !  good  lord  !  a  barn  f  a  barn  ? 


Oh  !  a  lad  lofs !  Bat  drink - 

Here’s  to  your  niece. - Egad,  if  flic  had  two  thou- 

find  a  year  contiguous  eftate,  well  w  ooded,  in  good  re¬ 
pair,  with  a  thouland  or  two  ready- —Ha !  ha!  ha! _ 

egad,  Mr.  Carter,  I’d  be  your  nephew !  Ha!  ha!  ha! 

By  the  Lord  Harry,  I  wdfh  you - 

Ha!  haj  haf  A  random  iliot !  a  random  foot !  Ha  f 
ha  !  ha !  / 


In  good  troth,  no  bad  match  ;  for  fifteen  hundred  a 

year,  let  me  teii  you,  Mr.  Edgerton - — 

Oh  !  a  meer  joke,  Mr.  Carter! — A  mere  flight ! _ 

The  claret  had  got  in  my  head  a  little _ 

The  old  Bruin  lhapp’d  his  eyes  over  his  glafs,  as  if 
much  plealed  with  the  hint.  I  really  believe  my  plot 
will  fucceed.  — ■ -T  am  interrupted  from  that  damn’d 

bitch  Mother  Gooch  y  a  favour  to  beg - confound  her 

to  the  devil.  Adieu,  my  friend,  I  defigned  to  have 
kept  this  letter  a  little  longer,  but  as  the  mail  for 
North  America  goes  out  to-night,  I  am  willing  to  l'tud 
it,  tho’  I  question  whether  it  will  not  be  there  before 
you. 

Your’s,  &c. 

R.  Edguton. 


/ 
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LETTER  XIV.  * 

Sir  Philip  Chetwyn  to  Colonel  Forrester. 

MY  dear  Charles,  you  grow  a  mod  in  differ  ably 
negligent  correfpondent,  which  1  can  fc arc e  for¬ 
give,  confkiering  how  leldom  it  is  that  I  can  pofiibly 
hear  from  you.  I  fuppofe  you  find  me  fuch  a  retired 
piece,  and  fo  lick  of  the  world,  that  it  is  high  time  for 

the  world  to  be  fick  of  me. - In  good  troth,  1 

grow  more  and  more  in  love  with  retirement — —  J 
have  a  kind  of  horror  at  the  thoughts  of  returning  into 
the  ridiculous  buftle  oi  the  world,  and  verily  believe 
that  in  this  fweet  delicious  lpot,  I  ihall  quietly  pafs  tl*e 
remainder  of  my  unknown,  unenvy’d  days.  Con’d  I  but 
make  a  deeper  liiipreflion  on  the  heart  oftne  heaven- 
born  Emmtra,  and  bring  her  to  confent  to*  a  journey  to 
my  father’s  for  cne  day,  juft  to  have  the  happy  knot 
tied,  which  wou’d  unite  11s  lor  ever. — Oh  !  Charles 
’tis  the  oniy  wifh  of  iny  foul ! — But  fo  ilrangely  am  1 
infatuated  with  my  paftion,  that  I  dare  not  mention 
•  fuch  a  fcheme  to  her — and  it  I  begin  to  point  a  conve*- 
fation  towards  it,  and  but  hint  at  the  love  I  bear  her, 
fhe  talks  to  me  in  fuch  a  heavenly  ftrainof  honour,  virtue, 
purity  of  foul,  and  the  like,  as  in  a  few  minutes  to 
flint  up  my  mouth  and  make  me  fwear  to  fay  no  more. 
Were  it  not  for  this  want — this  cruel  want,  I  fhoud 
be  happier  than  your  imagination  can  conceive.  How 
amply  are  we  repaid  for  the  lois  of  what  the  world  can 
yield  us!  No  tedious  moments  of  impatient  waiting  on 
the  numerous  phantaftic  forms  and  folly  of  mankind.^ 
No  hours  of  pining  difeontent  at  the  cruel  inequality  ot 
rank  and  fortune,  which  fo  often  imbitters  whale  lives. 
No  morofenefs- — no  ill  humours — no  caprice — no  re¬ 
gret - no  worldly  difter-.peis - and  to  funi  up  all  in 

one  word - No  Gold!  but  all  one  equal  fire  am  of 

health,  chearfulnefs,  fertility,  and  that  true  enjoyment 
of  life,  unknown  in  the  v, mild — but  foi  which  alone  1 
willitolive. 


Our 
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•f  a  moil  rat, onaUnd  agreed  kind.  I  am  quite  in 

rapLU.es  when  my  Emmera  and  I  walk  arm  in  arm,  and 

of  a  fpm:  “ttf,ekbo“rs  ot  the  da7>  gilt  by  the  mild  beams 

„„  „[  "f  fT’  1  hat.‘v/eet  ft'Hnefs  of  nature,  which 
ul  lie  is  m  toe  dewy  evening,  throws  a  calm  upon  the  at¬ 
tentive  foul,  and  makes  us  forget  thelofs  of  thedepaiting 
eay.  1  is  then  we  ramble  thro’our  pictured  fields,  and 
y.evv  the  outward  line  of  our  domain,  without  one  figh 
to  add  an  acre  from  our  neighbours  foil !  ’7  is  then 

ma.  .  tae  prog  refs  of  our  crops,  obicrve  what’s 
wanting  m  the  culture— and  fee  that  the  kindly  infill- 
1  °  Jiuioandry,  dots  not  btOme  the  prey  of 

noxious  weeds,  I  know  not  a  more  elegant  and  pleafin  r 
light  tnan  rows  of  vigorous  growing  vegetables,  ihoot- 
«ng  with  blooming  healthinels  from  a  foil  kept  line  and 
Ciean:  My  Emmera  and  I  can  walk  thro’  all  our  faint, 
and  fcarcely  lee  a  weed — if  we  efpy  one  Angle  intiuder, 

Vg.'--^«ely  root  him  out. - This  attention, 

w  hich  habit  anc.  the  agreeable  confequences  of  it,  have 
i tut  ere  pleamig,  gives  our  fielcs  the  appearance  of  a 
"ne  and  *'e11  kept  garden :  The  rows  of  corn  and  culi* 
naiy  herbs  all  thrive  in  a  manner  far  exceeding  whatever 
J  have  potfoed  in  common  Englifli  hulbandry :  I  am 
unacquainted  with  all  agriculture  but  what  I  have 
piat  ne  eie,  butihon  d  imagine,  if  infhmnents  were 
contused  to  low  the  corn  with  expedition  (which  woifd 
.  c  no  5ul;lcuit  matter)  this  culture  mult  anfwer  on  & 
-aiger  icale  .  but  for  cur  ufe  a  lmail  Ipot  yields  fufiici- 
^nt,  and  the  labour  we  bellow  on  it  is  infinitely  ag^eea- 
ey"T™ve  y°u  not  fome  idea,  my  friend  of  abate, 
clofe-filied,  country  milk-maid  in  England,  when  I 
talKot  my  f  mmera’s  weeding  and  hoeing  and  other  la¬ 
borious  employments  ?  Certainly  you  have — but  much 
ate  you  iniftaken-— Never  was  woman  of  greater  deli- 
cacy  of  perfon  than  this  elegant giM — Not  z  fujbionabte 

delicacy,  an  afte&ation  of  brittlenefs  and  nicety _ but 

a  clear  glowing  and  animated  complexion,  fine  as  paint 
mg  can  exprels,  and  her  hands  and  arms  of  the  moll 

levely  form  and  hue  I  ever  beheld - Indeed  fhe  has 

foiiieth’"^ 
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Something  of  the  woman  in  her— »■-  and  being  exceflive 

cleanly,  extends  it  to  an  attentiyc  dire  of,her  hands _ 

which  fhow  not  one  tinge  oflabonr.  Her  pcrfon  ig  all 
native  grace  and  elegance !  She  moves  thro’  her  own 
little  creation  like  the  queen  of  grace  and  beauty, 
ditfufinga  frefli  vegetation  on  all  the  beauties  of  nature 
— What  rays  of  grace  fhoot  from  each  moving  limb  J— 

*  *  *  * 

My  dear  Emmera  the  other  day  opened  a  fmall  and 
highly  valued  calket  of  her  late  father’s,  to  look  for  a 
volume  of  Plutarch,  which  die  thought  might  be  in  it. 
She  found  what  ilie  fought  for,  and  among  other  papers 
a  fmall  table-book,  written  nearly  full,  in  her  father’s 
hand.  It  was  entitled.  The  Narrative.  She  brought 

It  to  me  diredly - — “  Dear,”  faid  die,  “  I  can’t 

think  what  this  is! - 1  found  it  among  my  father’s 

papers - let  us  read  a  little  ofit.” - 1  took  the 

book,  and  turning  over  a  leaf  or  two— My  dear 
Emmera,  this  is  certainly  a  narrative  of  your  father’s 
life,  which  he  has  penned  himfelf  fince  his  retirement ; 
let  us  fit  down  under  yon  tulip-tree,  and  I  will  read  it 
to  you.” 

‘‘  So  we  will,”  replied  flie —  Butconfidering 

a  minute  — and  taking  it  out  of  my  hand - 

“  This  will  be  a  great  entertainment  to  us,  and  we  will 
referve  it  for  the  next  Hermitage  Day  y 

Dear  Emmera,  let  us  read  it  now,  I  am  very  impa¬ 
tient  to  know— - — 

So  am  I;  but,  with  your  leave,  I  will  lay  it  by  for 
the  prefent,  and  inftead  of  it  we  will  have  Plutarch, 
which  we  were  fearching  for. 

Why  fhou’d  we  keep  the  manufeript  till  we  go  again 
to  the  Hermitage?  I  had  rather  have  it  now. 

Indeed,  Mr.  Chetwyn,  you  muft  learn  to  make  th« 
moil;  of pleafure — - — my  dear  father  never  went  to 
that  fweet  retirement  without  enlivening  it  with  frme- 
thing  or  other  which  we  did  not  inept  with  at  home : 
Let  us  imatate  him,  and  endeavour  to  lender  the  few 
days  we  fpend  there  as  pleafing  as  pofiible. 

But  it  will  be  fome  time  before  we  fhall  go  there, 

Nt 
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No  it 


won't 


1 


-*  Your  birth-day,  you  know,  is 
within  a  month.  This  narrative  fliali  be  the  entertain¬ 
ment  of  that  day. 

I  acquicfced  in  her  management,  tho*  a  little  un¬ 
willingly  ;  but  there  was  fomething  fo  pleafin-g  in  her 
manner  of  urging  it,  as  was  to  me  in  elidible.  I  wait, 
therefore,  with  impatience  for  my  birth-day,  that  I  may 
again  behold  that  fweet  lpot,  and  have  my  curiolity 
gratified  in  reading  her  father’s  Narrative :  Belides 
which,  I  fomehow  take  a  little  more  courage  at  the 
hermitage,  and  confider  it,  as  it  really  is,  the  fweetelt 
fcene  for  love  the  world  ever  faw  ,  and  1  think  there  is 
an  agreeable  tendernefs  in  my  Emmera  when  die  is 
there,  rather  more  confpicuous  than  at  other  times. 

■ . A  little  of  that  loft  melancholy  of  foul,  which  to 

me,  as  it  appears  in  her,  is  Heaved  itfelf. 

*  3$  * 

The  above  was  wrote  fome  time  ago ;  but  I  laid 
afide  the  paper  till  I  cou'd  finifli  it  with  fomething 
worth  the  writing.  At  lait  the  wilhed  for  day  arrrived  ; 
we  once  more  dared  to  tempt  the  woody  dream  which 
leads  unto  the  Hermitage — that  charming  refervoir  of 
all  that  nature  in  a  penfive  hour  cou’d  form  moll  ele¬ 
gant.  - -Oh!  how  I  hail’d  the  fweet  fpot  with  a 

drong  emotion  of  heart-felt  pleafure !  We  both  of  us 
confider  a  vifit  to  this  enchanting  feene  as  the  greatell 

treat  imaginable.  - 1  read  her  father’s  Narrative  to 

my  Emmera,  which,  and  converfing  on  it,  was  the 
chief  bufinefs  of  the  day.  1  have  copied  it  for  you, 
and  fend  it  in  this  packet. 


TEE 


Iff. 
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* 

THE 

N  A  R  R  A  T  I  V  E. 

TF  feveral  years  fpent  in  the  moft  folitary  retirement, 

1  y/ith  fear ce  any  mielle&uij  employment,  but  that  cf 
meditating  on  a  variety  of  changes  offoitune  and  hap- 
pinefs  which  chequered  the  hilt  part  of  a  life  fpent  in 

the  bury  world— if  years  of  thoughtfulnefs  have  calmed 

ruffled  foul,  fa  rely  1  may  pretend  at  laft  To  know  my- 
fyj .  Had  Heaven  b'efled  me  looncr  wfh  this  know¬ 
ledge,  the  hilt  part  of  my  life  wou’d  not  have  been 
iliaded  with  regretting  the  follies  of  the  full  f 

I  was  the  younger  fon  of  a  gentleman  of  large  edate 
in  Berkshire,  and  having  the  misfortune  to  be  beloved 
by  neither  my  lather  nor  my  mother,  my  education  was 
rniferably  neglefted  :  I  was  kepr  at  home  for  cheapnefs, 
and  ail  tne  imiruftionl  gained  from  others,  was  at  Hon** 
don  of  a  French  dancing-nmfter  anda  fencing-mafter. 
sA/  mother  was  «.%amed  ]  ilioifj  oe  leen  Io  much  in  town 
with  her  while  1  wanted  carriage ,  and  therefore  thefc 
honed  gentry  were  lent  for  to  make  me  fit  for  company. 
No  cheaper  1  ideance  of  me  o  1 1  ermg,  my  fat  her  accepted  a 
cornecy  in  a  regiment  of  dragoon  sYor  me,  and  1^  with 
giCnt  p'eafure  prepared  lor  a  life,  which  wou’d  at  lead 
ta*.e  m c  from  the  fhade  of  unkind  parental  brows. 

.  1  was  eighteen  wiien  1  became  a  ioldier,  and  at  this 
"diitance  ol  tirne^  I  think  1  may  without  vanity  aflert, 
that  however  deficient  I  was  in  literature  and  know¬ 
ledge,  fcarce  a  man  in  the  army  bad  a  better  figure— a 
niOiO  graceiu!  cariiage — or  was  in  a  higher  degree, 
what  the  women  of  tliofe  days  called  a  fine  fellow.  I 
he  fit  ate  not  at  thcle  exprefiions,  fince  great  rcafon  have 
1  to  wifti,  that  in  dead  of  beauty,  ughnefs  had  been  niv 
poi  tion—  a  humped  back  and  a  holding  gait  woifd 
have  fee u red  me  from  very  poignant  mfferies? 

My  regiment  was  quartered  at  a  city  in  the  wed  of 
England,  remarkable  for  very  brilliant  diverfi,  n;>  when 
VOL.  I.  ri  r 


I  was  ordered  to.  repair  to  it.  I  took  leave  of  mj 
father,  mother,  and  brothers,  without  feeling  an y 
other  emotions  than  thofe  of  pleafure  •  I  had  a  filler 
whom  1  tenderly  loved :  Parting  from  her  gave  me  as 
much  pain  as  a  youth  of  my  age  juft  entering  the  world 
is  fufceptable  of.  Full  of  life  and  vivacity,  I  haftened 
to  my  quarters ;  thinking  of  little  elfe  than  the  agreea 
Me  life  I  ihou’d  lead  in  the  fociety  of  the  officers;  men 
in  general  who  imderitood  what  1  thought  pleafure,  and 
p.  addled  it.  Let  me  obferve,  however,  that  by  the 
word  pleafure ,  I  meant  not  then,  what  1  did  too  foon 
afterwards.  I  had  an  idea  of  nothing  more  agreeable 
than  a  life  of  idle  but  innocent  diiiipation,  dangling  afy 
tar  the  women,  drelling  fine,  and  making  a  genteel  fi¬ 
gure  at  a  ball. 

4  >  ^  # 

I  prefently  became  acquainted  with  fever  a  1  of  my 
brethren,  but  none  among  them  ftruck  me  fo  much  as  a 
young  nobic-man  1  fhall  call  Lord  L.  who  had  a  troop 
in  the  regiment.  He  had  a  fine  perfon,  an  agree¬ 
able  countenance,  and  a  moil  lively  and  entertaining 
Wit.  We  foon  became  acquainted— and  by  degrees  in¬ 
timately.  He  introduced  me  to  the  Colonel,  who  then 
happened  to  be  prcfent,  not  as  a  new  officer,  but  in  a 
fiiendly  flile  as  an  acquaintance.  He  was  between 
thirty  and  forty,  had  a  gallant  appearance,  great  polite- 
**efs,  and  immenfe  fortune.  My  two  new  friends  I 
found  were  addicted  to  women,  and  carried  this  pallion 
to  a  length,  little  confident  with  that  delicacy  rf  man¬ 
ners  of  which  I  had  an  high  idea,  and  which  in  ether 
points  they  perfectly-'  well  underilood.  Young,  and 
fond  o [pleafure,  as  I  was,  I  never  thought  of  feeking 
ir* among  women,  whole  rank,  manners  and  carriage 
fee  mod  to  me  fo  utterly  to  exclude  it.  Among  the  la¬ 
thes  I  was  ibid  ions  to  p  leafs,  and  the  ide  i  of  an  intrigue 
there ,  with  the  heart  participating,  never  offended  me. 

_ _ M  y  ft  iends  -  laughed  at  my  nicety - rielicu  1  ed 

mv  notions,  but  ltd l  were  pleated  with  my  company, 
ftiiey  liked  n  v  ccnvej fition,  and  thought  they  law 
foinethingdn  me,  which,  however  ciif gut  led  at  prcfent, 
wouhl  one  day  or  other  make  me  an  admirable  fellow. 

*  1  \  t( 

W  mi. 


With  different  amufements  and  their  company  my 
time  paffed  very  agi  eeably  :  I  took  the  hint  from  their 
converfation  (which  really  was  very  enlarged,  and 
fraught  with  excellent  knowledge)  to  improve  the  foun¬ 
tain  of  my  own,  by  reading' variety  of  excellent  authors  ' 
with  great  attention.  Lord  L.  frequently  read  with 
me,  and  on  theie  occalions,  I  had  much  re&fbn  to  ad- 

mite  the  man.  His  learning  was  extenfive - his  talte 

excellent,  and  his  capacity  io  great,  that  every  thing 
he  read  he  made  more  his  own  than  even  the  authois 
themfeives  cou'd  boaft.  1  cannot  help  leco'febl’ng  a 
thpuiand  agreeable  Conversations  I  had  with  him  of 
this  kind,  which  threw  a  lufrre  on  fcis  cLara££er  that 
ought  to  inrve  preferved  it  irom  the  fhacie  of  too  nee  a 
life. 

The  Colonel  and  my  Lord  grew  more  and  more 
plealed  with  my  company,  and  a  inil'iou  of  times  lidi- 
culedto  me  the  poverty  or  ideas,,  which  rende* ed  mod 
of  the  other  officers  companions  for  no  man  of  fenfe  ; 

• - and' indeed  there  was  feme  truth  in  the  father 


but  they  full  attacked  me  on  the  old  point  with  all  the 
{Length  of  their  raillery  5  drew  allurements  in  my  way, 
and  wou'd  have  thought  me  an  angel  of  light,  had  { 
been  as  debauched  as  themfehes.  However,  1  an- 

laugh’d  in  my  tur - and 


tweed  thetr  arguments^**. 


was  proof  agiinil  the  artificial  Indies  of  defpicable  wo¬ 
men.  This  general  turn  of  life  Jailed  above  two  years, 
without  their  ever  having  caught  me  flipping,  lave  once, 
which  was  matter  of  no  imall  exultation  ,*•  in  defence  of 
my  ft  If  I  mull:  relate  the  adventure. 

The  Colonel  having  requeued  my  company,  with 
Lord  L’s,  for  a  month  at  his  feat  in  Shrcpfhie,  I  ac¬ 
cordingly  attended  him  :  and  in  a  more  brilliant  tafte 
no  man  cell’d  live.  His  heufe,  or  rather  palace,  was 
magnificent  and  moil  iumptuoufly  furniOied  ;  his  at¬ 
tendants  numerous  and  admirably  appointed  :  his  parks, 
plantations,  woods,  groves,  gardens,  temples,  fee.  &e. 
all  in  a  noble  tafte,  holding  forth  to  the  admiring  e/e 
every  thing  that  elegance  cou'd  render  pleating.  The 
Colonel  was  the  moil  luxurious  man,  i  believe,  of  the 


age 

Q 
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age  he  lived  ia-r- this  magnificence,  therefore,  was 
not  vanity  in  him,  but  Ins  real  tafle. 

One  evening  after  fome  company  had  left  him,  he 
toA(  inj  Lord  and  i,  that  he  intended  hupping  at  the 
hermitage,  having  an  ino ’nation  to  fpend  the  evening 
quite  in  retirement  —  to  which  we  afTenting,  he  gave 
orders  for  fupper  being  ferved  there.  It  was  a  walk  of 
iome  durance  thro’  his  plantations,  and  winding  in  fe- 
verai  thick  groves,  which  at  tail  brought  us  to  a  little 
bl1ld lno  a  gardener’s  toohhoufe  ;  we  entered  a  dif- 
u.al  hole,  and  going  thro’  a  fmaJI  dark.pafftge,  the  Co- 
lore-  unlock’d  the  door  which  opened  into  a  final!,  neat 
room  ;  out  of  which  we  entered  his  hermitage - one 


i/ furniture,  that  imagination  cannot  conceive  a  more 
c  hu  r  nnng  fight,  than  the  fir  ft  entrance  from  a  difrnal, 
derk  hole,  into  a  room  io  wonderfully  elegant.  The 
hangings  were  of  the  fiiieft  Indian  filk,  the  fephas  the 
diUiCj  toe  ca  pet  the  molt  beautiful  figured  velvet  I 
ever  betu lo :  Use  paintings  exquifite  beyond  all  idea, 
o-  igmals  o.i  I  uiun  and  Coreggio,  moflly  Venue’s. 
i  ne  chimney- piece  in  the  hghteft  and  moil  airy  lade 
tuat  fancy  can  imagine.  In  iherr,  every  thing  which 
tire  mu  ft  luxurious  imagination  coif  cl  think  cf  employ 
ing  to  adorn  a  room,  and  render  it  beyond  all  con, pa 
fonp.ebghtiul,  was  here  lav  jibed  with  an  unfnnring  but 
jucj cious  hand . 

Is  this  your  hermiicn e ,  Colonel? 

ft'/hy,  Sir,  we  give  it  different  names- — --The  her- 

mntige - The  f  emple  of  Venus - The  Saloon  of 

Apollo  — —  or  what  you  will. 

A  mo  ft  angelic  temple  ! 

I  mean  it  as  a  room  faced  to  friendilvp  —  No  com- 


juo-n  vi  fit  ant  ever  comes  near  it- - and  I  never  vet 

bad  a  larger  party  in  it  than  three.  If  elegant  propor¬ 
tions,  gay  and  ch  earful  furniture,  and  a  brilliancy  of  the 
tout'  enfembie  around  one,  can  have  a  pleafing  effect  on 
the  mind,  I  think  in  this  room  we  iliou’d  be  ch  earful 

and 
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and  lively.  The  defign  of  it  is  fully  anfwered  I  alTure 
you,  Sir,  if  you  find  yourielf  p leaf td  in  it. 

After  converfirg  foir.e  time  on  the  paintings  and  the 
art  in  general,  the  Colonel  afeed  if  iupper  wou’d  he  a- 
greeable?  L.ord  L.  replied,  “  Very  much  fo,  but  uch 
a  room  was  too  delicate  for  meals,  and  he  c  id  not  thii  k 
it  good  management  to  have  them  in  it.'5 - There  is 

O  O 

no  objection  in  that,  my  Lord,  replied  the  Colonel,  as 
you  fir  all  fee—  — 


He  fiioved  two  lopha’s  into  the  middle  o,  the  roc 
Come,  gentlemen,  pleafe  to  be  feated’7' 


m, 

ind 

prefiing  with  his  loci  on  the  floor - the  carpet  di¬ 

vided  ;  the  floor  opened  ;  and  up  fpiung  a  table  in  an 
inftant  before  us  —  covered  with  a  cold  collation,  the 
mod  elegantly  fet  out  that  can  be  conceived,  with  eve¬ 
rything  we  cotfdwant  (hiftead  of  waiters)  difpoied  in 
little  pyramids,  aid.es,  temples,  Sec. —  -the  whole  rn 
a  picturefque  and  mofl  pleniing  tafte,  When  our  repaft 

was  finiftied - the  C  olonel  with  a  touch  of  his  ioc: 

funk  the  table,  and  immediately  a  fccond  arofe'  coveted 
with  a  deflert,  and  wines  of  the  moil  excuifite  fert. 
Our  con  ver  fat  ion  received  a  poignancy  born  the  en¬ 
chantment  of  our  filtration,  and  the  fnai  kliiig  glalh  s 
juft  contributed  in  an  agreeable  manner  to  enliven  our 
ideas.  All  was  feftive  gaiety  of  foul,  and  every  thought 
•breathed  nothing  but  eafe  and  good  humour.  In  the 
in:  ait  of  our  conveife  of  life  and  vivacity,  a  few  melt¬ 
ing  drains  of  foil  mrfiek  came  qu'veiing  upon  our 
liftening  ears.  The  found  by  flow  degrees  grew  louder, 
tiil  a  whole  band  of  inftruments,  unfeen,  iulfd  our  very 
1  mis  to  Heaven  with  the  divine  enchanting  breath  of 
mo.e  than  mortal  harmony.  The  dying,  trembling 
founds  came  frosting  on  melodious  wings,  and  in  foft 
ravflinient  enchain’d  our  waken’d  lenfes.  Coed  Hea¬ 
ven!  what  notes!  Me  thinks  .they  vibrate  yet  upon  my 
ear,  and  fi  ok  into  the  foul  !  While  all  out  lenfes  wet.e 
near  loft  in  heaving,  one  fide  of  the  10cm,  without  tire 
leal l  appearance  of  any  change,  began  to  rife  from  the 
ground  like  the  curtain  of  a  iitatre  ;  the  tnufic  cci  ti¬ 
nning  with  the  inoft  voluptuous,  melting  lhains:  It 

G  2  wa } 
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was  feme  minutestbcfore  what  I  thought  the  wall,  en¬ 
tirely  difappeared  —  and  the  fight  which  then  ft  ruck 
my  aftoniihed  eyes,  is  what  fancy  can  fcarcely  conceive, 

much  lets  can  words  describe.  - The  room  became 

of  double  its  former  fize,  and  the  whole  fide  again#  us, 
whicn  now  appear ed,  presented  one  prodigious  view 
of  gorgeous  laaiance,  the  whole  fparkling  with  an  a- 
mazing  profuiion  of  precious  ftones.  Fuii  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  was  railed  a  fofa  of  firming  fi!k,  befet  with  jewels 

- the  back  a  peacockVtaii  dazzling  with  the 

fame - and  over  the  whole,  a  canopy  of  brilliant 

tiiTue  all  nrofaic  d  with  diamonds  •  the  throne  whereon 
the  fofa  refted,  and  fteps  which  led  unto  it,  appeared 
of  burnifired  gold.  Upon  the  fofa  lay,  at  her  lull 
length  in  a  reclining  pofture,  her  head  refting  upon  her 
hand,  a  bewitching  girl,  with  no  cloathing  to  conceal 
her  naked  beauties,  lave  a  black  velvet  collar  on  her 
neck  ftudded  with  diamonds.  Jove  !  what  a  light  was 
this!  more  dazzling  than  all  the  radiant  biightnefs  that 
drone  around  her  !  This  part  of  the  feene  which  ftruck 
mv  raviih’d  foul,  and  quite  overpower’d  the  heavenlv 
niufie  yet  playing  to  cur  now  inattentive  ears,  was  half 
incloled  in  a  circular  range  of  moft  fplendid  Corinthian 
pillars  of  firming  gold,  all  entwin’d  with  wreaths  of  di¬ 


amonds.  O.i  each  fide  the  lemicircular  range  two  pro¬ 
jecting  columns  appeared  in  front,  and  then  two  fepha’s, 
one  on  either  fide,  the  backs  and  canopies  firming  with 

jewels - -fplendid  and  elegant  beyond  imagination - 

inferior  only  to  the  middle - -  ♦  On  each  a  goddefs 

lay,  difplaying  to  the  gazing  eye  the  fnowy  tints  of  Na¬ 
ture’s  happieft  painting.  'i  he  light  which  glitter’d  in 
all  this  blaze  of  gloi  ious  brightness,  came  darting  with 

enlivening  rays  horn  the  night’s  ftarry  pavement - for 

fo  appeared  the  cieiing;  all  bright  funs  belprinkled  o’er 
adufky  mantle,  fhining  with  luftre  on  a  world  of  glory. 

So  noble  and  brilliant  a  light  had  never  enter’d  my 
fancy  in  its  warmeft  hour,  much  ids  had  I  ever  beheld 
any  thing  equal  to  it.  'file  immenft  profufion  of  jewels 
me  with  allonifhment.  The  whole  was  one 


ilrucK 


oi  ah  that  the  moft  Cow insr  m 


continued  at 


g  imaginati¬ 


on 
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on  can  conceive  moft  magnificently  elegant.  T-  ne  mu- 
iic  dying  away  to  a  panic,  the  Venus  of  the  miccte  fofa 
, _  railing  herfelf  a  little,  and  looking  with  a  lmiie  to¬ 

wards  us  ”  began  a  fong  with  a  mo  if  fyren  like  melo¬ 
dious  pipe,  accompanied  by  the  unfeen  inftruinents  in 
the  happieft  manner:  l  he  other  two  j  pined  in  chorus 
writh  her  to  the  words  of  Come >. and  partake  the  joys  of 
low,  warbling  together  in  fuch  exquifitely  touching 
drains  of  melting  harmony,  that  no  foul  but  one  of  ada¬ 
mant  cou’d  have  been  proof  againil  fuch  an  aflemblage 
of  the  beautiful,  acting  in  one  moment  with  more  than 
human  force  upon  his  attentive  fenfes. 

The  Colonel  making  me  a  fignificant  bow,  and 
pointing  to  the  middle  fofa,  filed  off  to  that  on  the  left 

pci e _ —my  Lord  did  the  fame  to  the  right,  and  I  with 

the  ileus  of  lpeed  took  the  hint  in  an  inftant.  I  was  no 
fooner  on  the  fleps  which  led  to  the  fofa, •  but  a  new 

enchantment  took  place— - ‘The  whole  canopy,  fofa, 

ptepS,  &c.  were  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye  endoied 
with  a  new  wall  of  burniflid  pillars,  g.iuering  ,vitii 
jewels — and  foimed  a  mod  elegant  and  complete  room 
lighted  up  by  a  chandelier,  one  blaze  of  diamonds, 

Tnis  was  my  bed-chamber - -and  here  — —  but  let 

nie  drop  the  curtain  of  oblivion;  nor  ever  more  retain 
one  trace  in  my  remembrance  that  this  was  once  reah- 


In  the  morning,  when  I  opened  the  door  to  leave  the 
feene  of  my  deluiion,  I  took  one  ftep,  and  found  my- 
ielr  between  two  dipt  hedges  in  a  garden - “  Hea¬ 

ven  !  thought  I ;  magic  again  !  — --  but  I  will  maik, 

this  door”- - -1  turned  myfelf around,  and  found 

the  hedge  behind  me,  nor  the  lead  fign  of  any.  door. 

_ I  followed  the  path,  which  thro’ winding 

mazes  brought  me  at  lafl  to  a  part  of  the  gaidcn  I  re¬ 
membered.  — -  Lord  L.  afterwart  s  inf  onued  me, 

that  he  had  twice  before  facrificed  to  Venus  in  this  be- 
vj itching  temple,  and  contrary  to  his  utmofl  endea¬ 
vour,  both  the  lafl  times  deccved  in  his  attempts  to 

difcovei  where  it  was — — So  well  as  lie  knew  tm  gai 

dens 
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<!ens  and  buildings  in  them,  he  never  con’d  hr  on  on- 
w.u  any  certain  y  for  the  Temple  of  Venus  ‘  " 

1  tins  have  I  drawn  myfelf  in  t0  make  a  recital  of  an 
aa venture  iO  little  to  my  honour  _ a  ,  V 

or  the  greatnefs  of  the  temp  -lion  to  *  e  excu;e 
the  lire  of  youth,  will,  I  doubt  not,  nTad^hicie11 1!" 
111  .m>-  ^aifs  efpecially  as  neither  theh^ r£Ui  Co,? 
"  ’  norms  i.ordihrp^  with  ail  their  raillery,  cou’c  e 
vCr  c!yoge  my  tafte  lo  greatly,  as  to  make  me  leliilx 
oi  puiiue  a  Inc  m  that  refpedt  like  theirs 

r!  9"r  f‘iend;lliP>  however,-  continued  'to  unite  us 
CiOiely.  It  ,s  too  or  ten  the  cafe,  that  ag-eeable  uual 
t.ej  of  the  near  make  amends  for  that  Ready  virtue  of 

If  •  •  fa  ?mC*  0U«?tev5  t0>m  the  ftrongeft  links 
-  !nm-.,o.p ;  uie  eaiy,  chearful  and  entertaining  com¬ 
panion  plea.es  more  than  the  determined  adhe  ent  to 
lea, on.  Virtue  and  religion.  I  always  admired  thefe 
|1!en>  b.ecau,e  f  ief  were  conflantlyi  agreeabie,  and  per¬ 
haps  above  all  becauie  they  ever  were  pleated  with 

,pV  T  ms  is  the  nature  of  the  human  mind,  but  it  is 

taie  louice  of  ratal  errors. 

Among  tit-  patties  of  pleafure  in  which  Lord  I,  tit- 
Colonel  and  my  led  were  frequently  engaged  and 
wme.t  m  my  of  the  chief  inhabitants  of  the  ci’ty  ard 
neighbouring  gentry  often  formed  fo,  our  amufement 
A  or  rat ner  for  the  amufement  of  themfelves,  in 
the  gratification  oi  their  tap  fox  lively  and  polite  com- 
pAny  In  one  of  thefe  parties,  I  accidentally  became 
l.ig.iuy  acquainted  with  a  young  lady,  the  daughter  of 
agent.eman  of  final!  ellate  in  the  neighbourhood.  I 
fhad  here  diftmguiihher  by  her  own  tnme-of  Charlotte 

,  e  hrlt  °.r  lscori>J  t,me  I  met  her  die  fcarcely  attract! 
ed  w  notice - afterwards  I  had  fame  trifling  con¬ 
vention  wi  h  her - 1  thought  her  lively  and  acree- 


H 


er 
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able,  and  frequently  addrefs’d  myfelf  to  her 
agr9eablenefs  entreated  upon  me—  I  thought  her  wit 
was  delicate  and  refined'— and  her  convei fation, 
™  01  tbe  gravcr  ktnu,  abounded  in  remarks  worthy 
of  more  than  common  notice;  I  had  fcarce examined 
Jier  perion,  fully  perfiiaded  that  nothing  l.efs  than  an- 

common 
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common  beauty  would  make  a  conqueft  of  my  heart—* 
this  piece  of  vanity  arofe  from  the  attention  I  met  with 
among  the  fex  in  general— - 1  was  then  in  the  vi¬ 
gour  of  youth - and  having  a  perlon  which  was  a  re¬ 

commendation  to  women  s  company,  I  met  with  a  de¬ 
gree  of  eafy  yielding  politeness  which  gave  me  an  icea 
of  having  no  great  difficulty  in  taking  a  large  range,  and 
chiding  at  pkafure. 

I  thought  this  lady’s  convention  fo  agreeable,^  that 
I  took  a  catelefs  examination  cf  her  face  and  perfon— 
her  countenance  was  animated  and  pleating  $  her  fea¬ 
tures  regular  and  agreeable;  her  pei Ion  ealy  and  ele¬ 
gant — -- —  Zounds,  thought  I,  I  have  attended  to  this 

cr'uTs  mind - and  her  body’s  worth  attention.  .  1 

i  prefs’d  her  on  the  fide  of  gallantry  ;  _  and  her  replies 

v/cre  wit  tv _ —and  fometin  es  farcailical ;  but  mixed 

with  an  agreeable  tendernels  of  manner  which  gave  me 
hope.  I  attacked  her  vigor  ov,  fly,  but  the  company  was 
too  large  for  me  to  judge  of  luture  lucccis.  1  engaged 
her  for°a  ball  appointed  the  week  following,  and  wa3 
pleafed  to  find  her  dancing  remarkably  graceful.  I  took 
this  opportunity  o  private  cenverfation  in  the  mid  ft  of 
mufic,  dancing  and  drefs,  vivacity  and  liveliness,  to 
be  liege  her  heart  with  all  the  addreis  and  Ikill  my  incii- 
na  ion  could  afford  me.  I  ipeke  to  her  in  the  wauneli 
terms  of  tendernefs  and  love  ;  proteffed  the  ftrength  of 

my  pa  ill  on - and  ply’d  her  with  all  that  can  move  a 

female  mind  to  love.  Her  wit  pariy’d  my  attacks,  but 
fire  wed  me  by  a  thou  (and  1  t  tie  touches  of  the  womany 
that  my  importunity  was  not  difagiceab.e  to  her.  VVe 
parted  highly  fancied  with  each  ether,  and  were  mu¬ 
tually  well  affured,  that  another  fpeedy  meeting  would 
be  very  agreeable, 

My  friend 3  LordL.  and  the  Colonel  rallied  me  on  my 
new  amour;  complimented  me  on  my  taffe— —  but 
pour’d  foith  millions  of  fatirical  warnings  againft  my 
being  trammel?  d>  as  they  term’d  it:  fwoie  I  ihould  de- 
ferve  every  horror  that  could  attenu  a  ca'cb>  if  I  was 
chous’d  by  a  girl  not  worth  a.  thou  land  pounds.  1  was 
too  itrongly  confirmed  in  my  idea  of  tire  ruin  attending 
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enjoyment  did  not  in  the  lesfl  abate  the  violent  nf 
lion  i  entertained  for  this  agreeable  young  ere 
1  was  the  Source  of  a  thoufand  pars*  til  thl  ’  i 
»  my  breaft  :  Tire  alarm,  for  amd  foir  ,  Mch  fiii  l 
her  mmd,  communicated  their  influence  to  mine  and 

.  e  n,e  vwet^hed  at  the  thought  of  the  evil®  whi-h 
awaited  rhp  dm  „<r  ._...  ,  „?  lu(-  evlls  U  rdctl 


awaited  the  idol  of  r  7  ,  cf  °  ,fte  ev,ls  whkh 

ferabie  k  X  1  ”•>  fovl  She  grew  extremely  mi- 

i  but  never  once  mentioned  mariiaee  TdelC 

.5  C°U  m  ‘10t  but  a<ilil,’re-  it  is  impoffible  to  ex- 
I  eft  the  lacking  perplex, ty  that  prey’d  upon  mv  for' 

on  the  unhappy  (I, nation  of  my  Charlotte  andThe 

wwSri0,-y°tt  n  *»  ***>  never  to  incumber 
‘  !  aW,fe:  a!l  1  le  motives  that  could  infpir" 

w-ew  h  °iUtf0i \Wer^,  ffBlh  in  my  memory,  but  the 

thef  h!UnrS  v  ^  Ch?/l0‘re  P,eaded  Powerfully  again* 
<1  ’  ,"d  ra'!fd  ?  mifevabie  confiitf  within  n  e  Pul 

t  e  lovely  ma.d,  fo  amiable  in  her  diftrefi,  <o  tie*HcS“ 

io  uncomplaining  m  her  behaviour  j  moved  all  dm 

was 
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was  tender  in  me,  and  I  began  to  waver  in  W  refoluti- 
ons,  .and  thought  of  the  infamy  of  abandoning  her. 

I  fancy  my  two  friends  fufpe&ed  the  Hate  of  the 
caie,  and  feemed  to  doubt  of  my  refolutions.  Lord  L. 
took  more  than  common  pains  to  perfuade  me  not  to 
think  of  a  marriage  which  muff  inevitably  be  my  ruin  • 
hinted  even— “  that  while  Charlotte  was  a  mere 
mi  ft  refs,  he  iliou’d  be  entirely  filent,  but  cou’d  not  be 
fo  when  1  thought  of  undoing  myfelf;  and  with  a  wo¬ 
man  too,  that - and  hefitating - “  She  will 

do.  for  an  intrigue— but - for  Heaven’s  fake— never 

think  of  a  mairiage  fo  highly - 1  cannot  fpeak— but 

flireiy  you  may  underftand  me.” - My  Lords  myife- 

rious  manner  amaz’d  me  for  fome  minutes;  but  my 
love  moving  within  my  foul  with  tendernefs  at  the  very 
idea  of  her  I  lov’d,  a/moft  burft  into  rage  at  the  moll 

diifant  hint  againlt  the  woman  fo  deeply  rooted  in  my 

heart.  There  was  fomething  in  his  manner,  which  in- 
iinuated  infinitely  more  lhan  he  fpoke;  which  alarmed 
me  for  a  moment,  but  afterwards  vaniflied,  in  my  opi¬ 
nion,  into  mere  malevolence,  or  what  I  thought,  a  ri¬ 
diculous  folic  itude  in  his  Lord  flip  to  have  nie  of  the 

lame  libertine  principles  as  himlWf.  I  treated  his  in- 

finuation  with.  contempt,  and  was  on  the  verge  of  a 
quarrel  *  but  he  left  me,  faying  -  “  the  day  wou’d 

come  when  I  fhou’d  repent  my  damn’d  infatuation.” _ 

^  The  Colonels  ridicule  foon  followed,  and  thefe  ob- 
ftacles  to  my  faint  dehgns,  became  incentives  to  quicken 
the  intention:  j  almoft  determined  to  marry  a  woman 
who  became  every  day  dearer  to  me  — and  w  hole  con- 
ftant  conduct  in  fo  delicate  a  filiation — fo  open  to  e- 
very  breath  of  indiferetion  gave  me  a  great  opinion  of 
her  temper  and  underflanding.  So  much  mildnels  in 

her^  manner—  fuch  a  total  reliance  on  my  generof  ty _ 

Inch  mifeiy  of  foul,  yet  fo  filent  in  her  reproaches!  — — 
I  cou’d  not  but  love  a  woman  in  every  refped  fo  worthy 
of  my  admiration.  1 

By  degrees  i  forgot  the  rcafons  once  fo  urgent,  which 
made  me  i  eloj  ve  agalnft  marryii.g;  I  reconciled  the 
contrary  comiudt  to  my  mind,  thro’  the  deceitful  influ¬ 
ence 
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encc  of  mjf  .  heart,  and  the  conduSon  of  all  was  an  o 
pen  a  (finance  to  Iny  Charlotte,  that  on  the  firft  day  fhc 
named  I  wou’d  publicity  make  her  mine;  defiring  her  to 
break  the  matter  to  her  father  in  the  manner  ihe  thought 
moft  proper.  I  ab har’d  the  idea  of  a  private  marriage, 
or  it  wou’d  have  been  the  mofi  prudent  fteoby  far,  as  i 
might  be  certain,  without  the  (hadow  of  a  doubt,  that 
when  it  came  to  the  ears  of  my  haughty  father,  his  an- 
gee  woivd  be  extreme.  But  love  at  that  time  pcffcffcd 
my  whole  foul,  and  in  fuch  a  lunation,  it  wou’d  have 
been  exceeding  wonderful  had  I  liilened  to  any  dictates 
but  thole  of  pafllon  alone. 

My  Charlotte  was  not  backward  in  exprefJions  of  the 
warmed  gratitude  to  me  on  my  mentioning  the  deiign 

- turning  it  on  the  unuiual  generofity  of  adting  fo  to  a 

woman  that  had  yielded  up  herfelf  without  fufpicions, 
to  iove  alone.  We  were  foon  joined  for  ever,  and  the 
calm  enjoyment  of  our  now  regular  palfion  was  not  in¬ 
ferior  to  the  firft  waimth  of  novelty.  — - This  happi- 

nels  was  not  much  alloyed  by  a  moft  enraged  letter  I 
received  from  my  father,  with  an  immediate  ftoppage 
of  a  quarterly  allowance  I  received  from  him — nor  by 
the  coidnefs  of  my  two  friends,  the  Colonel  and  Lord 
L.  fince  thefe  confequences  were  luch,  as  I  weli  knew 
wou’d  infallibly  happen. 

But  it  was  with  no  fmall  degree  of  furprize,  that  in  a 
few  weeks  I  perceived  fomeihing  in  my  wife  which 
looked  a  little  like  a  change  in  that  alfiduous  affediicn 

with  which  flie  always  treated  me - Beyond  ali  doubt 

a  change  happened  before  I  faw  ii  •  for  fo  intoxicated 
was  I  with  the  full  draught  I  drank  of  iove,  that  I  was 
blind  to  what  muft  have  been  vifible  enough.  I  law  a 
coidnefs  in  her  which  aftonilhed  me,  and  ft  ruck  daggers 
to  my  foul.  Heavens]  thought  I  y  this  is  the  treach¬ 
erous  delufion  of  my  jealous  fancy;  it  cannot  be:  1 

muft  be  miftaken - 1  will  net  think  it  thus  : - Still 

my  fufpicions  remained — I  even  thought  it  fo  ft  liking, 
that  I  one  day  mentioned  it  to  her;  with  all  theteiuier- 
nefs,  however,  imaginable.  She  received  it  with  g  eat 
agitation. ;  feemed  (hocked  at  my  fufpicions;  and  ap¬ 
peared 
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peered  really  raifeiable  tli a  I  flion’d^or  cine  moments 
entertain  an  idea  l'o  injurious  to  her,  I  coud  not  dis¬ 
believe  her  —  1  he  (pol  e  with  an  air  of  genuine  truth,  and 
y.  ith  all  the  endearing  tokens  <  f  that  love  1  thought  fled 
for  ever  —  I  put  moil  religious  confidence  in  every  fy  {- 
I  iblc,  and  condemned  the  impiudent,  unjufl  fufpicions 
I  had  harboured  againft  the  idol  of  my  foul.  —  All 

my  fears  were  eftaced,  and  once  more  lulled  conical 
felicity.  ° 

There  is  no  ftate  in  life,  in  which,  fooncr  or  later, 
the  damnable  aiiahs  0;  money  will  not  interfere,  and 
throw  its  horrid  fpokes  in  every  wheel  of  life.  I  had 

nothing  to  lubliT  on  but  my  pay - -  no  allowance 

irom  my  father  no  fortune  with  my  wife,  and 

what  was  worfe  than  all,  not  a  few  creditors  at  the 
lime  of  my  marriage,  who  weienot  ietfened  on  that 
account.  I  never  gave  any  attention  to  money  matter 
———was  a  man  of  but  vejy  little  cxpence  iryfelf- 

but  negligence  is  as  ruinous  as  extravagance- _ X 

was  perplexed  witlnhefe  crabbed  affairs,  fo  contrary  to 

every  thing  I  coud  endure - I  gave  every  one  ^ood 

words,  pronnfes  and  perfimfions ;  but  they  dunned  me 
r or  fecurities,  a  confounded  commodity  I  cou’d  not 
deal  in,  for  I  had  ever  a  mortal  averficn  to  p  uchinem. 

I  his  was  tne  ine  I  led  with  iheie  muilirooins  of 


was  as  good  as  the  rent-roll  iifelf,  confidering  the  tern  s 

i  was  on  with  my  father,  was  its  being  fettled. _ My 

creditors  were  filent  the  moment  they  knew  me  to  be 
the  undoubted  heir. 

Once  uaoje,  being  eated  from  the  load  of  perpetual 
uneauneis,  ]  enjoyed  myfelf  in  the  poiTeiTion  of  ail 
earthly  liappinefs— for  fo  I  found  my' wife  grew  more 
anu  moie  to  rue.  —  My  palfion  for  her  increaied  with 
the  numerous  traits  oi  an  elegant  mind,  which  unfolded 
t.iemielves  by  degieesjo  rny  enrapturtd  view;  andren- 
dered  me  a  tmly  happy  man.  Above  a  twelvemonth 
palled  without  my  fcarcelv  knowing  what  a  wretched 
V0L  1  H  .  refleflioa 


bknefs  of  her  temper,  turned  them  into  tranquillity  it- 
felf.  She  reconciled  me  to  the  Colonel  and  Lord  L* 
in (1  lec-rned  to  know  no  joy  but  what  arofe  liom  my 
happincils. 

Our  regiment  received  orders  to  march  from  the  city 
'where  it  then  was  quartered,  to  a  lea-port  town  atfome 
ditlance  :  This  was  an  unlucky  flroke  to  me,  as  it  rc- 
moved  me  from  the  company  ot  a  g  cat  number  of  ac¬ 
quaintance,  and  Com  the  neighbourhood  of  my  wife’s 
father.  The  old  man  defued  I  wou’d  leave  his  daugh¬ 
ter  with  him  till  I  was  a  little  fettled  at  my  new  quar¬ 
ters;  and  my  Charlotte  appearing  not  to  dill  kc  the 
fcheme,  I  agreed  to  it  at  once.  The  evening  before 
the  regiment  left  the  city,  an  elegant  fcaN  was  given  by 
the  officers  as  a  trifling  acknowledgment  for  the  civili- 
.ties  received  in  the  place.  After  fome  dances  with  a 
•lady  of  the  chy ,  the  Colonel  hood  up  too  with  my  wife ; 
and  myfelf  not  being  engaged  with  any  partner,  cou’d 
rot  he  Id  ofofei  vine  a  little  freedom  in  the  Colonel’s  car- 


Without  appearing  to  take  the  leafl  notice,  - 


at  the  fa  in  tell  tiace  of  luch  a  notion.  I  tudoeniy  dettr- 
mined  to  return  to  my  wife  without  hardly  knowing 
why  or  wherefore - 1* made  an  excufe  to  the  officers 


ibr  fo  immediate  a  return 
rhe  fecond  Cage.  I  rods 


return,  and  polled  back  again  from 
I  rode  dhettly  to  her  father’s  houfc 
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— - hung  my  horfe  at  the  gate - an&  walked  in - 

I  met  my  wire’s  maki  in  the  hall - 1  afked  her  where 

her  miftiefs  was - fire  coloured  and  hefitated  for  an 

anfwer. — —  fthe  old  man  came  in-— — —  flatted  infinitely 

at  feeing  me.  “  Where  is  my  wife  ?”  faid  I - Lut 

without  waiting  for  an  anfwer,  walked  to  the  flair-cafe, 
and  was  going  up  5  but  he  fixed  h'mfelfin  my  wav, 
and  wouM  have  prevented  me.  My  heart  and  foul 
boiled  within  me  -r  I  puih’d  him  a  fide,  and  running 
foftly  up,  went  dke&iy  to  her  bed-chamber  door,  I 
opened  it  with  trembling  hands;  and,  good  Heaven! 
w’ !rat  was  the  fight  which  then  flew,  wing’d  with  hor¬ 
ror,  to  my  inmoil  foul!  The  Colonel  almoil  in  the  aft 

of  my  difhonour. - 1  cou’d  notfpeak — I  ecu’ d  lea  roe 

breathe  for  terror.  I  whip*  out  my  iword - “  Draw, 

villain!  ’ - -  He  ran  to  his,  and  putting  himfelf  in  a 

fighting  poldure,  I  attacked  him  with  fury  :  after  feme 
irregular  lunges,  which  he  parry’d  with  the  fame  con¬ 
dition  they  were  directed,  i  made  a  pars  at  his  heart, 
and  ran  him  thro’ the  fide.  He  fell  at  the  feet  of  my 
devil,  v/ho  brazened  it  out  with  a  degreed  impudence, 

to  me  incredible. - 1  laid  mv  hand  on  a  pi  ltd  which 

J  faw  on  the  table,  and  was  within  an  ace  of  fendirp 
her  to  her  kindred  heil — but  afecond  thought  prevented 
my  being  guilty  of  fo  cowardly  an  adtion :  I  therefore 
left  the  room,  and  running  wildly  down  flairs,  fie w  to 

my  horfe,  and  rode  of  to  the  regiment  immediately* - 

.1  ft  aid  fcarce  a  quarter  of  an  hour  at  the  inn'  took 
from  my  baggage  my  papers,  and  what  little cafh  I  had 
by  me,  and  mounting  again,  rode  direftly  to  the  fea- 
ftde.  The  mo  ft  violent  whiii  wind  s~on  tha^  boifterous 
element  were  calmnefs  itfelf  to  the  ftorms  of  paftion 
that  agitated  my  foul.  — —  {  went  on  board  a  iliip 
pi  ft  fetting  fail  for  Dublin,  where  I  no  fooncr  arrived, 
than  I  again  fet  fail  in  another  for  France,  and  after  a 
quick  voyage  entered  the  port  of  Nantes. 

It  wou’d  be  in  vain  to  attempt  to  exprefs  the  horrid 
Hate  of  my  mind,  from  the  moment  of  being  convinced 
that  my  jealouiy  was  fo  well  grounded — it  w^s  a 
ftrange  mixture  of  hatred,  Icvc,  revenge,  tender  nets, 

and 
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and  nil  th^  molt  oppofite  pa  (lions  the  human  foul  can 
become  a  prey  .to.  To  be  fo  awakened  from  the  deli¬ 
cious  dream  of  love,  in  which  I  long  had  been  fo  hap¬ 
py —  io  be  plunged  at  once  into  the  veiy  abyfs  of  niifeiy 
and  defpair.  To  be  deceived — lo  miferably  deceived, 
i  n  a  woman  that  polk  fled  my  whole  foul — Oh  !  God  ! 
with  what  burning  anguifh  did  I  call  on  Heaven  to  end 
my  cays  and  ioirow  at  once  :  and  had  not  a  ftrong  idea 
oj:  the  cowardly  wickcdriefs  of  the  a  ft  ion  withheld  me, 

1  iliou’d  have  put  an  end  to  a  life  fo  peculiarly  wretched. 

1  wrote  immediately  to  Lord  L.  to  beg  of  him  fome  in¬ 
formation,  exprefling  great  concern  that  a  man,  who 
pretended  to  be  my  friend,  fhou’d  b  ehave  fo  exceeding 
mfamoufly  as  to  draw  on  fiich  a  fatal  accident.  His 

onfwerto  my  letter  was  not  delayed- - He  opened  a 

Icene  of  horror,  of  which  I  had  no  conception.  He 
fold  me,  that  it  was  only  my  own  infinite  hot-headed 
imprudence  that  plung’d  me  into  a  marriage  fo  injurious 
to  my  honour :  That  my  wife  was  known  by  fome  few 
in  private  to  be  of  a  very  free  turn  of  behaviour  •  that 

ihe  had  had  feveral  amours  with  the  men  he  knew - — 

and  among  others  the  Colonel.  That  I  might  remem¬ 
ber  the  advice  lie  gave  me,  and  how  warm  I  was  on 
the  leaf!  hint  being  dropped  againfl  her — —That  he 
iliou’d  have  proceeded  in  laying  open  her  charade r  to 
me,  but  was  to  well  allured  my  heat  was  fuch,  that  I 
fhou’d  challenge  the  neared  friend  before  he  got  half 
thro’  the  recital.  That  the  Colonel  urged  him  itrongly 
to  it,  and  fworethat  he  wou’d  continue  to  treat  her  as 
his  miftrefs,  that  an  abfiird  fellow  fhou’d  not  fpoil 

/port  by  lb  damnable  a  marriage. - All  this  palled,  but 

1  was  fo  ffra'ngeiy  hot  and  infatuated,  that  no  foul  wou’d 
venture  their  lives  to  undeceive  fo  rafli  a  man;  efpeci- 
ally  as  they  did  not  believe  it  coud  poffibly  end  fo  ridi- 
culoufiy  as  in  marriage.  He  concluded  with  telling 
me,  the  Colonel  was  not  dead,  but  dangeroufly  wound¬ 
ed  ;  that  my  wife  poured  forth  perpetual  execrations 
at  my  very  name,  and  defefled  me  for  a  fool,  and  the 
murderer  or  a  man  flic  loved.  — — — 

Every 
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Every  line  fpoke daggers  to  my  foul-V- Vik  and  con¬ 
temptible  as  thi'j  worthlefs  woman  now  appeared - 1 

could  not  eeafe  loving  her— — -3n  the  midft  of  all 
the  detefhition  in  which  I  held  her,  my  infatuation 
was  fo  great,  that  I  regretted  the  moments  of  foft  de- 
-lufion  I  had  raffed  with  her,  and  curled  my  hard  fate 
to  think  that  fo  foul  a  mind  ilicuid  lodge  within  a  form 
10  fai:  to  my  deftrudtion. 

So  defperate  was  the  fituation  of  my  foul,  that  I 
jfcarce  thought  of  maintaining  my  body;  I  boon  fell  in¬ 
to  poverty  a  1  moil  extreme  ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  a 
final!  remittance  or  two  from  England,  fhonld,  literal¬ 
ly  fpeakirjg,  have  been  ftarved.  I  laboured  fomc  time 
for  my  bread,  and  could  fcarce  earn  it.  I  made  my 
way  to  Paris — dilcovered  mvfelf  to  the  fecrctary  of  the 

embaffy,  who  was  distantly  known  to  rnv  father:  he 
»  /  /  / 

was  kind  enough  to  lend  me  a  fum  of  money,  with 
which  I  fub lifted  fome  time — I  received  another  afli fi¬ 
ance  from  Lord  L.  he  managed  fo  well  as  to  fell  mycom- 
mitlion,  and  remitted  me  the  money,  but  laid  nothing 
of  the  Colonel  or  my  wife.  -v 

'1  his  fum,  confirierabie  in  my  prefenthtuation,  placed 
me  above  actual  want,  but  was  no  balm  to  the  tor¬ 
turing  poilon  that  preyed  upon  my  very  vitals  ;  it  al¬ 
lowed  me  more  time  for  thought  than  my  irate  of  po¬ 
verty  ;  and  of  all  the miferable  moments  I  palled,  thole 
in  which  I  thought  the  leafe  were  by  much  the  bell. 
I  felt  ftrongly  the  necdlity  of  fome  employment  or 
feenes  of  variety  to  catch  my  attention,  and  "break  the 
wretchedness  of  my  rt  flections— Nothing  offered  to  me 
eo-ual  to  the  idea  of  aka-voyage:  1  went  into  Holland, 
and  agreed  with  an  Eaft  India  Captain  for  being  earned 
to  St.  Helena,  where  I  purpofed  waitin'  till  an  EngRli 
ihip  fhould  pais  that  way,  when  I  defigned  proceeding 
to  the  Eafi  Indies.  1  accordingly  executed  my  pi.  n  ; 
and  found  the  buitle  of  a  large  Jliip  fome  relief  to  the 
perpetual  ilretch  of  reflection  in  which  my  mind  was 
fo  often  rack’d. — I  learnt  of*  the  Captain  to  play  at 
chefs,  and  never  found  any  thing  caught  my  attention 
more,  or  contributed  in  a  greater  degree  to .bani ill  re¬ 
flection  from  my  mind. 

H  3 
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I  took  a  fmall /houfe  on  the  ifland,  ard  attempted 
all  I  could  to  become  ?ay  and  diftipated  :  I  reafoneii 
with  myfeii  on  the  abliirdity  of  loving  fo  violently  a. 
woman  fo palpably  unworthy  of  all  attention.  Time 
and  habit,  by  degrees,  wore  oft  the  edge  of  my  for  row , 
and  I  began  to  forget  grief  which  reafon  would  not 
fandlify:  I  lived  in  a  lively*  agreeable  manner  on  the 
ifland,  till  an'Engidh  Indiaman  arrived,  and  then  go  in? 
on  beard  began  my  voyage  for  Bengal.  The  fcheme 
did  not  anfwer  my  expectations,  the  climate  ar.d  inha 
b’tants  equally  difagreeable ;  without  meeting  with 
many  of  thofe  natural  curiofitics  which  anfwer  fo  great¬ 
ly  to  a  man  of  true  tafte  and  reflection.  ]  was  boon 
lick  of  the  country,  and  having  refided  in  L  a  twelve- 
month,  was  very  glad  of  an  opportunity  to  reimbauk 
for  my  native  country,  tolerably  cured  of  my  unhappy 
infatuation,  and  relying  pretty  Readily  on  my  refold  i: 
on  never  more  to  have  any  other  lentiments  of  my  wife 
than  thofe  of  the  molt  mortal  contempt.  I  arrived  in 
England,  and  there  found  fiefh  fetnes  to  exercife  a 
wounded  mind,  fcarce  cured  of  former  furrows. 

I  made  immediate  enquiries  after  the  Colonel,,  re¬ 
maining  my fi;J fin  difguiie  I  was  informed  he  was  /dive 
and  well. —  I  afked  concerning  my  wife,  and  heard  fire 
was  dead;— — horribly  dead  — —by  the  hands  of  the 

pubiick  executioner!- - Reft  her  foul  in  peace,  and 

be  her  crimes  forgot ! - - 

J  prefently  unoerftood  that  my  father  was  lately 
dead.  Notwithflanding  his  ill  treatment  of  me,  the 
unexpected  ftroke  alledled  me  greatly  ;  his  faults  were 
buried  with  him,  his  good  qualities  remained  frefh  in 
my  memory.  By  his  death  I  became  entitled  to  the 

family  eftate,  no  ineonfi durable  one - But  how  great 

was  my  aftonifhment,  when  I  under  ft  cod  that  it  was 
divided  among  my  tlree  fillers,  by  a  will  of  my  father's, 
which  took  no  notice  cf  me  or  my  rights ;  and  that 
their  hufbands  had  accordingly  taken  poffcilion  of  their 
jefpecVve  fhares  — *■ — --- 1  was  prefently  be  et  with  cre¬ 
ditors,  open-mouthed,  and  breathing  nothing  bur  ar- 
refts,  goals,  and  dungeons.  I  demonftiateu  to  them, 
that  i  was  kept  cut  ©i  a  noble  fo.tuue,  either  by  mere 
*  .  vil- 
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villain/  or  ignorance  ;  but  that  I  iliould  prefently  iliew 
them  how  insignificant  luch  wills  would  prove  in  con¬ 
tradiction  to  former  fettlements. 

I  applied  immediate!/  to  counfei - Rated  the  cafe 

-  ciifplayed  my  right,  and  demanded  their  opinion, 

—  Clear  as  the  fun,  in  m/  favour !  —The  allegations  in 
the  will  falfe  and  ridiculous — — and  the  feizing  the  eft- 
tate  Id  contrary  to  all  law,  that  a  fuit  would  j*peeoil;/ 
be  decifive  in  my  favour.  Urged  by  fo  ftrong motives 
and  fuch  great  authority,  I  de.erniined  without  hen- 
ration  to  aifert  my  right,  and  a  fuit  was  commenced 
accordingly. 

Three  tedious  years  did  this  law  Tit  lad;  with  great 
violence,  or  in  other  words  as  long  as  I  was  able,  by 
&11  the  fcraping,  borrowing,  tearing  methods,  to  hop- 
ply  my  harpies  with  the  annual  firms  neceliary  to  ear¬ 
ly  it  on.  \\  hen  1  could  no  longer  raife  a  penny,  and 

a  frefh  matter  was  to  be  puihed- - rny  gentry,  difeo- 

verirgthe  lownefs  of  my  ptirfe,  declared  I  was  ruined 

If  I  flinch’d,  that  I  mult  rrocecd,  oi  1  would  be  thrown. 

*  . 

- - -Every  thins  was  vain;  1  could  have  railed 

mountains  as  foon  as  caih,  and  my  fuit  and  purfe  beat 
time  fo  exactly  together,  that  veiy  foon  after  nay  ce- 
claration  ol  my  poverty,  the  final  trial  came  on,  and  I 
was  woilled.  Well  knowing  how  fatally  deftrudtive 
fuch  a  broke  muft  prove  to  me,  t  immediately  retired 
to  a  cheap  and  diftant  part  of  the  town,  and  took  a 
lodging  for  a  week,  jult  to  gain  time  to  confider  what 
muft  be  my  plan. 

Never  mortal,  I  believe,  was  more  cruelly  perfe- 

cuted  by  fortune  than  my  lei  ft-— - Married  young  to 

a -woman,  the  very  idol  of  my  foul,  and  living  with 
her  fora  iVioit  time  in  a  Rate  of  more  than  human  hap- 
pi hefts,  then  plung'd  at  o^ce  into  ten-fold  milery,  and 
heart-cutting  celpair — involved  in  debts,  and  perse¬ 
cuted  with  urn  perpetual  cunning  of  creditors- - - 

then  let  free  from  thole  mean  and  degrading  fhackh  s 
to  an  iuneb  nftnd,  by  the  certain  inheritance  of  an  ef- 
tate  of  fixteen  hundred  pounds  a  year - laftly,  de¬ 

prived  t/f  every  hope  of  that  noble  reiource,  and  again 

»  lu  nk 
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funk  into  the  very  abyfs  of  wretchednefs,  mifery  and 
poverty. 

My  contemplations  of  futurity,  however,  were  foon 
interrupted  —  I  was  fmelt  out  by  one  of  my  creditors, 
a  tradefman,  and  on  the  briok  of  a  prifon,  when,  on 
reprelenting  my  miferable  cafe  to  him,  the  man  had 
the  reafon  and  humanity  to  leave  me  to  myfelf  in  ex¬ 
pectation  ot  my  one  time  or  other  meeting  with  better 
days,  and  promifed  to  difeover  me  to  nobody.  I  was 
lucky  in  this  efcape,  which  gave  me  fpirits,  like  my 
other  painted  vapours,  only  to  render  the  general  dark- 
nefs  of  my  life  more  terribly  black.  In  three  days  af¬ 
terwards  I  was  arrefted  by  the  attorney  that  had  partly 
managed  my  fuit,  and  thrown  into  a  goal.  I  would 
omit  the  whole  feene  of  wretchednefs  which  I  here  en¬ 
dured,  had  not  fome  flight  circumftanccs  happened  a 
little  worthy  of  remembrance.  I  prefen tly  received  a 
letter  from  my  wire,  full  ot  the  moft  bitter  invcCtives 
—the  molt  cutting  fneers  and  raillery  -  and  the  moil 
diabolical  reproaches  and  contempt — I  troubled  myfelf 
fo  little  about  her,  that  her  letter  gave  me  no  other  un- 
eaflnei*  than  reviving  in  my  forrow- beaten  mind  the 
idea  of  times  once  fo  pleating.  Good  Heaven  !  what  a 
change  !  I  may  truly  fay  that  the  afflictions  of  my  pre- 
feat  fituation  were  fuch  as  exceeded  all  hope  of  reme¬ 
dy.  Such  a  load  of  grief- - fuch  an  opprefflon,  grip¬ 

ing  poverty,  bowed  down  my  very  foul,  that  but  few 
ideas  remained  to  convince  me  my  mind  was  once  fil¬ 
led  with  more  enlarged  conceptions. 

Among  my  brethren  in  mifery  was  a  middle  aged 
man,  who,  to  all  appearance,  had  been  long  in  the 

lowetl  poverty - yet  his  countenance  was  reniaikably 

lively,  and  his  complexion  ruddy  and  wholefbme  he 
felriom  Ipoke—  but  teemed  perpetually  loft  in  the  deep- 
eft  reverie — Accident  had  occaficned  a  few  flight  paf- 
fing  words  between  us,  which  ih  uck  me  greatly  from 
the  H  iking  pxopriety  of  their  import,  and  the  wonder¬ 
ful  elegance  ci  his  expie/fion  Aur  idled  by  circum- 
fhn:es  fo  little  expeCted,  I  made  ;  my  bufmefs  to  en¬ 
ter  into  converfacion  with  him  the  firft  time  a  tolerable 
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opoortunity  offered. - This  was  not  easily  gained; 


for  a  man  of  io  few  words  fpokc.nonedn  vain. — ft"  here 
was  an  expreffion  in  his  phyfiognomy  which  greatly 
commanded  my  attention,  ft  lent  as  he  was;  obierving 
him  particularly  grave,  I  watched  him  attentively  ; 
but  remarked  no  other  iigns  of  grief  efcape  him  than 
taking  from  out  of  his  tatter’d  pocket  a  fmall  ihagreen 
cafe,  which  he  opened  and  looked  at  with  the  utmoii 
attention,  frequently  turning  up  his  eyes  to  Heaven 
with  a  moll  languifhing  afpedt. 

“  Heavens!  Sir,”  laid  I,  addrefling  him,  “  is  not 
this  place  wretched  enough,  but  muft  tiieunhappinefs 
of  a  man  of  your  underftanding  be  added  to  by  a  wo¬ 
man  ;  for  of  fuch  I  fuppofe  is  that  picture  ?” 

“  A  woman!”  replied  the  ftranger,  “  Why  art  thou 
fo  little  acquainted  with  the  human  heart,  as  pot  to 
know,  at  your  years,  the  power  of  that  fex !  Your 

lenlibility  or  attention  muft  have  been  weak  indeed. - 

My  fen  Ability  has  been  too  great  for  my  heart’s  re- 
pofe — but  I  had  an  idea  of  a  firmer  mind  in  you.  But 
before  I  make  that  judgment,  I  ihould  fee  the  llrength 
of  the  temptation.  May  I  beg  a  look  at  that  picture  ? 

He  looked  at  rue  withfome  furpiize — but,  however, 
fhewed  it  to  me.  Good  Heaven !  what  was  my  amaze¬ 
ment  to  behold  mv  wife— exadt  as  life  ! - ’twas 


flie  herfelf - A  fweet,  placid  fmiie  upon  her  coun¬ 
tenance,  which  feemed  angelic  to  the  view - fuch 

as  once  I  had  known - but  now - On  !  my  foul 


no  fuch  looks  for  me! - 1  ftartedatthc  fight— and 


1  i vetting  my  eyes  upon  the  picture,  was  motionlels  and 
filent.  — - \  felt  a  tear  trickle  from  my  eye - 1 


was  afiiamsd  ot  my  weaknefs. 

“  What  do  I  fee?”  cried  the  ftranger,- 
know  her.”-- — - 

Know  her! - Juft  Heavens! - 


•“  You 


Her  divine  beauty  has  made  - 

Divine! - Call  it  by  fomc  other  name,  I  pray 

you - Her 


Her  ten  thoufand  times  more  than  divine  beauty 

Her - — 

And 


Pi 
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And  pray.  Sir,  how  long  may  it  be  fince  her  divine 
beauty  made  a  Conaueftof  you? 

Some  years. 

Excule  the  impertinence  of  a  Granger's  queftiens— 

but  l  am  io  fatally  concerned,  that  I  cannot  avoid  '  " 

enquiries.  Was  your  intimacy  with  her  befo 
married  r 

Ah  !  that  cruel  marriage  [ 

Hhe  had  encouraged  your  addreffes  before  then  ? 
No— -no--  1  knew  nothing  of  her  being  man  led,  He 
il!  i*he  a  damn'd  fool,  was  gone.  Heaven  knows 

wheie,.  and  left  her  in  the  hands  of  a  vile  father  to 
turn  her  to  Ins  profit,  had  not  her  virtue—--- 

Ha  1 - What  ? - Proceed. 

Had  not  her  virtue,  like  the  uncreated  eflence  of 
divinity  itfeT,  wnhftood  temptation  almoft  above  the 
power  of  woman. 

With ftood  it? 


er 


Sure  I  fpoke  plain. 

k>ut  when  fhe  knew  her  ft  If  married,  how  came  fhe 
to  encourage  you  ?  How  came  you  in  iove  with  her  > 

Her  vile  lather  made  a  tool  of  me,  as  he  had  done 
or  others  kept  me  from  fpcakmg  to  his  daughter  till 
1  was  mad  with  love  —gave  me  the  view  of  her  day  af¬ 
ter  day,  till  I  came  into  all  his  terms 3  but  when  I 
Ipoke  to  the  dear  angel— — — 

Well — what  then? 

When  I  fir  ft  breath’d  out  my  foul  .  - 

She  immediate} j - - - - 

Aye,*  fhe  immediately  fpurn’d  me  from  her _ _ _ 

What  f  —refilled  your  addreffes? _ _ . 

With  horror. - Talked  of  her  fituaticn-and  with 

h  gh  words  ot  an  ambiguous  import,  forbid  me  ever 
feeing  her  again. 

Very  ftrange  ! 

7  °  raej  7  ^eeme(I  f° - *  but  J  attributed  it  Jo 

maiden  baildulnefs,  and  determined  not  at  once  to  be 

rejected. 

1  hen  you  attacked  her  once  more  -  ■ 
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1  did  But  fiie  received  me  with  ten  times  more 

.coin  tn an  before - and  would  notheai'a  fyllable  I 

had  to  fay  for  rnylVIf - She  appeared  more  bm- 

thu;  than  ever  — I  grew  moie  aad  more  in  love 
with  ner. 

You  amaze  me  | 

Amaze  you ! - Why  fo  ? 

I  beg  pardon.  Proceed. 

So  much  was  I  m  love,  fo  deeply  fruit  ten  tW  T 

could  not  defrft ;  I  ftiii  returned  and  named  a -rain  my 
palhon.  ,4i  ' 

She  then  was  overcome  ? 

Oh!  no— you  know  her  not.— Honourable  as  were 
my  defigns— her  punty  of  foul  was  of  f*uch  divine  ori¬ 
ginal—  io  uncommon  in  her  fcx— fo  worthy  ofmylove 
-ihe  rejeded  the  very  idea  of  my  fuit-and  as  it  we" 
accidentally  named  her  huffiand _ ' 

She  had  never  named  him  then  before 

.Never.  She  fully  tuppoled  my  delign  was  difiio- 
nourable— and  had  no  conception  of  my  not  knowing 
Jhe  was  married.  a 

How  unaccountable  was  your  ignorance  f 

,  ’Ih  t€n/°!d,v'i.ki.ny  °f  her.  f«ner,  whom  I  take  to 
be  tne  moft  diabolical  fellow  in  Europe,,  occaf.oned  it 

--I  was  tbum.ei-ftnici:  on  hearing  her  name  her  huf- 
bandj  and  retired  loaded  with  fiiame,  to  vent  rnyfelf 
on  the  vile  father— It  was  with  fonie  difficulty  I  kent 
my  hands  from  him,  but  the  artful,  fpeclows  doe 
knows  how  to  glofs  oyer  the  very  devil.  6 

Was  this  the  end  of  your  amour  ? 

Would  to  Heaven  it  was!  No;  my  Waft  mu  ft  ever 
carry  o  deep  a  wound  ;  for  ever  muft  I  regret  the  nr- 
fery  of  loving  to  diftradion  another  man’,  wife_-ard 
Itrange  to  me,  the  wife  of  a  man  who  loves  her  not '  ’ 

Put  how  came  you  by  that  knowledge  ? 

1  to i  too -much  in  love  to  forget  in  one  moment  the 
caule  of  my  nulery— It  was  very  natural  to  enqmV  if 
fo  enchanting  a  creature  was  the  wife  of  another  man 
how  he  could-  be  fo  carelefs  of  fuch  a  treaf.ne. 

And  you  wag  .. 


A 
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A  ftrange  tranfadtion  was  mentioned  in  a  myfteiious 
manner  to  me,  ©f  which  I  con’d  not  at  hi  ft  gain  a  clear 
idea. — 

A  ftrange  tranfadlion !  What  can  you  mean,  Sir  ? 
You - 

Very  ftrange  it  appeared  to  me — The  vile  father, 
as  nearly  as  I  cou’d  form  any  apprehenhon  of  it,  laid  a 
dcteftable  fcheme  < — — — 

Heavens  and  earth !  - -  W hat  ? 

You  are  nearly  concerned  in  this  family,  furely  ? — 
The  circumftances  I  mention  make  more  impreftion  on 
you  than  I  cou’d  wiili — 

Concerned  I  am---- but  of  that  no  more,  Sir - — I 

beg  you  will  proceed. 

There  was  an  officer  in  the  army  (aa  my  information 
ran)  of  immenfe  riches,  who  taking  notice  of  the 
daughter,  the  father  fixed  his  eyes  with  rapacious  at- 
lanticn  on  him,  as  a  moil  delirabie  prey  to  his  avarice  : 
But  1  iis  daughter’s  hufhand  being  a  ftrong  bar  to  hig 
projedt,  he  laid  a  plot  to  gull  both  officer  and  hufband. 
He  contrived  by  feveral  unfeen,  trifling  circumftances, 
to  render  the  latter  jealous  of  his  wife,  and  bringing  her 
and  the  officer  often  together,  managed  to  raife  in  him 
a  violent  paffion.  It  mar  eafily  be  fuppefed  fuch  a  man 
was  of  mod  debauched  principles,  which  was  certainly 
the  cafe,  infomuch  that,  as  my  information  ran,  the 
lady’s  father  was  a  conftant  procurer  to  him  even  in  his 
own  houfe,  and  at  the  very  time  the  profligate  wietch 
pretended  fuch  love  for  his  daughter,  In  one  oi  theie 
feenes  of  iniquity,  the  fnbtle  father,  withpn finite  dex¬ 
terity,  managed  that  his  fon-in-law  fhou’d,  in  one  of  h’s 
jealous  fits,  catch  the  officer  and  a  girl,  with  all  poffille 
circumftances,  to  deceive  him  into  a  belier 

Oh!  fay  no  more!  Speak  not  daggers  to  mv  foul! 
Miferable  wretch  that  I  am ! — I  am  that  fool — that  de¬ 
luded  hufband — Oh  fa-—- 

Art  thou  the  man  ? 

Yes- - I  a  in  he  — - —  the  gull  of  that  vile 

father- - - 


I 
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I  am  in  aftoniihgaent.  Have  you  not  difcovered  the 
deceit  yourfelf? 

Never.  I  fwallowed  the  whole  trick,  and  in  a  fury 
of  jealouly  ran  that  officer  you  mentioned  thro’  the  body. 

I  was  going  to  mention  that  clrcumftance. 

But  art  thou  fure  of  the  truth  of  this  tale  ? - On 

recolleftion,  I  had  mod  manifeft  rcafon  for  rny  fufpici- 
ons - 


Too  fure  I  am  of  all  I’ve  faid - and  with  fuch  art 

have  your  enemies  laid  their  fnarcs  to  keep  you  in  igno¬ 
rance  of  the  real  truth,  that  you  have,  I  doubt  not,  and 
will  receive  proofs  fufficient  to  continue  your  delufion. 

Proofs!  — -I  have  a  letter  now  in  my  pocket,  which  I 
received  from  my  wife  fince  here  I’ve  been,  full  of  op¬ 
probrious  language — and  inventive  ridicule. 

Forgery  plain  enough. 

For  what  purpofe  can  fuch  a  letter  be  forged  ? 

Heavens,  Sir!  you  are  infatuated  yet.  You  know 
not  the  value  of  fuch  a  woman  - and  treat  h-r  ac¬ 

cordingly.  That  villainous  officer,  full  of  riches  to 
bribe  the  father,  keeps  your  wife  I  fear — a  prifoner _ 

Heavens!  What  do  you  mean? 

Mean  ?  Why  it  is  by  no  other  plan  that  he  can 
command  the  enjoyment  of  her. 

I  can  fcarce  Relieve  this  complicated  affair  fhou’d  he 
thus  managed,  and  efpccially  as  an  intimate  friend  of 
mine  m  a  letter  I  received  from  him  while  abroad _ 

LordL.  you  mean - 

What  might  you  hear  of  him  ? 

All  the  circumffances  of  the  affair  are  not  clear  in 
my  memory  novv,  but  I  remember  very  well  that  he 
was  named  as  an  intimate  of  the  officer’s,  who  affilled 
him  in  deceiving  you.  Some  particulars  were  named 
to  me  which  wou’d  bear  no  doubt. 

It  is  impoffible  I  can  doubt  how  miferably  I  have 
been  deceived.  Oh,  Sip f  you  know  not  with  what 

excefs  of  love  I  priz’d  th&t  pcerlefs  woman _ with 

what  extmvagance  oi  forrow  I  have  regretted  th^  fatal 
lofs  untii  deluded  by  fuch  vile  machination,  I  gave 
lull  credit  to  all  their  plots  of  honor 
VOL.  I.  I  L« 
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Let  me  congratulate  you,  Sir,  on  the  virtue  of  your 
wife—  Allure  yourfelf  that  five  is  untainted  in  her  mil  d 

as  purity  itfelf —  take  theiirft  opportunity  to - 

Alas]  What  opportunity  to  a  prifoner,  flint  up  from 
all  converfe  with  mankind,  loaded  with  debts,  ruin 
and  deiliuction.  How  can  I  regain  the  pofl'tflion  even 

of  a  wife  dearly  loved — — ^  but - poifon  to  my  foul  J 

* - loll:  for  ever - - 

This  it  ranger,  in  twhom  Tome  thing  appeared  to  me¬ 
rit  my  efteem,  was  releafed  from  prifon  througli  the 
long-delayed  generofity  of  a  relation:  his  enlargement 
was  a  heavy  lofs, to  me,  as  I  converfed  with  him  alone 

- - and  met  with,  a  fadly  pleafing  kind  of  melancholy 

in  the  reciprocal  communication  of  our  ideas.  He  left 
me  the,  nipib  miferabie  of  all  mankind bowed  down 


under  the  intolerable  load  of  cutting  felt-reproaches— 
which  dropp’d  anguifh  like  melting  lead  into  my  heait’s 
i*::noil  recedes. — —I  wrote  feveral  letters  to  my  old 

friends,  but  never  received  one  aniwer - Poverty  and 

prifon  can  fcarce  be  thought  of  in  the  world  without 
contamination.  I  langui/hed  three  years  in  dreadful 
mPery  of'  mind  and  body— full  of  ideas  of  the  happi- 
nefs  1  had  loft ;  and  Hung  to  the  quick  at  the  thought 
of  v*y  wife’s  being  the  prey  oflawlds  lull  and  violence. 

After  an  age  or’  wretchedness,  I  was  one  morning 
meditating  oh  my  ftrtinelot,  and  almolt  yielding  up. my 
foul  in  the  laid  gafp  of  mifery,  .when  a  perfon  came  in¬ 
to  the  prifon  and  called  for  me  by  name —  1  darted  at  a 

found  fo  new,  in  any  mouth  but  my  jailor’s - Judg*e‘ 

how  great  was  my  aftoniiliment*  when  1  was  informed 
lb, at  I  was  free  :  —  my  debt  difdiarged,  and  a  pur fe  of 
twenty  guineas  put  into  my  hand  by  the  Ilranger,  whom 
1  looked  on  as  my  deliverer  ;  but  he  undeceived  me  in 
.that  circum dance,  by  giving  me  a  direction  to  a  lady 
to  whom  1  was  t@  pay  the  tiibute  of  my  gratitude  ;  he 
.s&ivifed  me,  at  the  fame  time,  to  he  private  in  my  mo¬ 
tions,  ns  he  underload  I  had  other  creditors. 

It  may  eafly  be  conceived  I  walked  forth  from  my 

tngeon  with  nofmall  latisfadtion- - it  was  not,  how- 

tin mixed  even  immediately  with  fen  e  alloy - 1 
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could  not  but  look  with  horror  on  the  croucjs  I  pa  (ltd 
— - and  confider  them  nearly  akin  in  their  natures  to 

J 

heaths  of  the  mod  favage  kind,  and  wai  ting  that  fort- 

O  '  o 

ners  and  milk  of  (pecks,  if  I  map  ufe  the  expri  (lion, 
which  is  found  in  the  forced  inhabitants  of  the  .ordl. 
Millions  of  dffotiietinjr  fears  and  anxious  fmpicions  m- 

JL  O  i 

venom’d  my  mind,  and  made  r«e  aimed  wiili  myfelt 
the  loweib  of  the  brute  kind,  rather  than  enclitic  the 
faculty  of  tormenting  my  felf  with  Inch  wi  etched  ideas 
as  alone  croudcd  into  ray  imagination. 

The  twenty  guineas  changed  ray  horrid  goal  appear¬ 


ance,  by  new  cloathing  me  in  a  decent  manner.  1 


went  immediately,,  according  to  my  direction,  topaz 
my  reipedts  to  my  benefafbrefs,  whole  name  was  en¬ 
tirely  new  to  me;  Her  houle  feefned  large  and  very 

J  J 

handfomely  furnifhed - 1  was  fliewn  into  a  dining 


;r> 


room,  wheie  V  waited  fome  time  before  any  one  a;  - 
peaied - at  lad  enter'd  the  lady,  whole  face  I  horn 


fome  flight  recollection  or,  but  knew  not  where  1  had 
teen  her.  — 


She  feemed  about  eight  and  twenry  cr 


thirty  years  of  age  — — Tiandfome  and  genteel,  with  a 
countenance  agreeable  enough.  I  thanked  her  for  her 
generofity  in  terms  no  ways  backward,  or  cold,  nor 
high-flown -and  flattering..  She  gave  n.c  to  underhand' 
that  die  was  related  to  a  perfon  at  whofe  houfe  I  once 
lodged,  and  enquiring  (lightly  concerning  me,  heard  an 
advantageous  chara&er,  with  mention  of  fever al  great 
»  is  for  times.  That  foon  after  foe  was  tcld  I  had  been 
thrown  in  prifon  for  debts-  which  it  was  mlpoflible  I 
fhould  pay  •  but  having,  at  that  time,  no  power  of  her 
own,  ( I  jound  jbe  had -been  married  to  a  rich  old  fel/o'tv , 

fines  dead)  die  could  not  aft  according  to  her  will - 

However,  as  it  was  r.6w  in  her  power,  die  could  not 
avoid  doing  that  which  common  humanity  required, 
fince.  few  cafes  could  be  more  remarkably  unfortunate 
than  mine.  She  concluded  with  dedrir.g  me  to  day  win¬ 
ner — and  the  converfation  then  coTrded  chiefly  of  her 
enquiring,  aneb my  giving  he'r  fome  account'  cl  my  rni- 
ferable  life.  When  foe  undeidood  that  I  had  yet  fe¬ 
deral  creditors  who  would  (Size  the  fix  ft  opportunity  of 
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arre fling  me,  fhe  bid  me  not  be  unhappy  at  thefe  cir-  * 
cum  dances  nnce  die  never  liked  to  do'  thifws  by  halves. 
On  my  taking  leave  of  her,  die  defired  nje  to  be  free, 
and  call  on  her "whenever  I  had  lcifure.  - — + 

I .  cou’d  not  help  thinking  fuch  a  character  very  re¬ 
markable  in  fucii  an  age - Little  did  I  expert  that  a 

peifon  unknown  diou’d  relieve  the  necefhties  of  another 
in  fo  large  and  generous  a  ftile.  But  different  as  the 
da;.e  I  tlien  was  in  from  that  lo  late  I  had  experienced, 
yet  nothing  cou’d  fet  eafy  on  my  mind  till  I  had  gained 
certain  intelligence  of  my  wife,  I  was  all  on  fi;e  to  re¬ 
turn  and  hurl  ten-fold  confufion  on  my  enemy,  the  Co¬ 
lonel,  for  daring  to  take  fuch  vile  advantage  of  my  mil- 
fortunes.  I  made  little  doubt  of  finding  t  ho  beloved  of 
my  loul  in  a  date  of  miierable  confinement ;  the  very 
thought  of  it  pierced  me  with  agony.  I  polled  into  the 
wed  of  England,  and  as  foon  as  I  arrived  at  the  well 
known  place,  made  a  few  enquiries  concerning  my  wife, 
the  Colonel,  and  her  father — What  was  again  my  ado- 
rudiment,  when  I  was  given  to  underhand,  by  feveral 
who  knew  me  not,  that  my  wife  lived  in  open  and  moll 
impudent  adultry  wit  ha  gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood 

of  Exeter - that  the  Colonel  had  done  with  her  •  that 

a  gentleman  of  fortune,  at  fomediflan.ee,  had  her  next; 
and  ladiy,  /he  was  then  near  that  city.  Greatly  fur 
prided  at  thefe  dreadful  particulars,  which  confirmed  all 
my  firfl  hatred  —  but  let  my  fcarce  healed  wounds 
bleeding  afreih  ;  '1  repeated  my  enquiries  among  many.  . 
different  people,  and  all  agreed  in  tke  fame  cm  fed  dory. 
Convinced  of  all  my  fo  inner  borrow,  I  left  the  country, 
determining  never  more  to  behold  a  feene,  the  wjtnefs 
of  f o  much  bappinefs,  and  then  of  fo  much  mifery. 

On  my  arrival  in  London,  !  waited  on  my  friend,  the 
widow,  v/ho  expreffed  great  pleafure  at  my  return  ;  ad- 
vi fed  me  to  forget,  a  wife  every  way  fo  unworthy  of  me 
— deemed  much  pleaded  with  my  company,  and  before 
\  left  her,  gave  me  a  fmall  bundle  of  papers*— -which 
when  I  opened,  1  found  to  contain  receipts  in  full  from 
all  my  creditors,  and  a  batik  note  of  five  hundred 
pounds.  Su;  prided  at  fitch  ovei  flow  ing  bounty,  1  flew 

to 
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to  her  houfe,  and  returned  my  heartieft  acknowledg¬ 
ments  her  inch  abundant  favours - She  waved  the 

fubjeCt,  paid  lev-era!  compliments  to  my  character,  and 
entering  into  a  general  converfation,  difpiayed  an  agree¬ 
able  liveiinefs  and  good  fenfe,  which  threw  her  into  a 
very  confpicucus  light  ;  v/e  parted  highly  plealed  with 
each  other,  1  began  to  forget  my  forrow,  and  thought 
safe  at  la  ft  grown  friends  with  me. 

On  my  next  vilit,  lire  told  me,  fire  thought  my  lodg¬ 
ings  not  convenient  nor  becoming  a  man,  the  true  owner 
of  fo  handforne  an  eftate,  and  which  fire  purpofed  put¬ 
ting  me  in  pofteftion  of,  it  law  and  reafon  ever  went  to¬ 
gether — that  flie  had  a  pretty  houfe  in  her  ftreet,  which 
ibe  wou’d  let  me - ilie  loved  being  regular  in 


any  aft  airs  of  that  kind,  and  as  I  might  really  know  the 
houfe  to  be  mine  during  the  term,  flie  defrgned  ordering 


her  attorney  to  draw  up  aleafe  according! 


(  X 


I  Avail  not  be  hard  with  you,  Sir,  as  to  rent.”- 


•adding,. 


& 


Soon  after,  the  leafewas  executed, .and  I  took  pofttflion 
of  a  pretty  houfe,.  which  was  very  elegantly  furnifhed 
for  me.  All  the  return  I  cou’d  make,  lor  benefits  fiiowr 
ered  down  on  me  with  lo  generous  and  unfparmg  a  \ 
hand, .was  to  render  myfelf  as  agreeable  to  my  Lenen.c- 
tvefs  as  I  cou’d  :  Lentertained  Ifbr  with  what  converfa- 
tion  I  was  mafter  of,-  and  gratitude  induced  me  to  give 
her  what  entertainment  .was  in  my  power.  1  aimed  at 
this  with  the  greater  pleafure,  as  I  faw  plainly  the 
k  goodnefs  and  generofity- of  her  niind  prompted  all  her 
actions. 

.1  one  day  received  a  viftt  from  my  lodging-houfie 
friend,  the  relation  of  my  benedict  refs.  He  apologiz’d 

for  paying  me  a  vifit - but  faid  he  came  to  g’ve  me  a 

little  advice.  I  was  fo  mew-hat  fur  pci  fed  at  his  introduc¬ 


tion,  but  defired  him  to  proceed. - 

1  find,  faid  he,  you  are  at  prefent  in  high  favour  with 

mycoufin- - -and  from  all  the  enquiries  I  have  made, 

1  find  your  character  a  good  one,  and  that  you  was 
born  a  gentleman  :  i  am  therefore  in  your  intereft,  ar.d 
my  cou fin  has  a  noble  fortune,  fire  is  and  will  bcfcl- 

iov.  ed 
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lowed  enough  ;  but  I  am  for  having  her  fafe  lodged  in 
the  hands  or  a  man  of  honour. 

I  had  a  mind  to  hear  all  his  idea's- - and  therefore 

let  him  proceed  without  interruption  - . - — 

As  this  is  my  opinion,  and  my  coufrny  I  doubt  not, 
apt  t  j  be  con ftant  in  her  likings,  I  wotfd  advife  you  to 
ftrike  while  the  iron  is  hot  — —  you  underhand  me,  Sir 

- And  if*  you  do  not  fuccecd,  which  I  can  fcarcely 

til  nk,  go  not  place  too  much  dependancc  in  her  gener- 
ofity :  I  mean  in  a  continuance  of  it  In  her  constan¬ 
cy  — 

You  do  not  feetn  to  be  acquainted,  Mr/ - with  one 

circumhance - that  I  have  a  wife. 

A  wife ! 

Even  fo. 

I  am  very  forry  to  hear  it.  I  like  not  my  ecu  fin’s 

conduct.  Let  me  perluade  you  to  be  on  your  guard - 

I  am  afraid  her  favours  to  you  are  not  given  with  gc'- 
nerofity  for  their  only  motives. 

I  gave  but  little  ear  to  fufpicions  fa  very  injurious  to 

h’s  relation's  honour,  and  fo  poorly  grounded - But 

I  h  inked  him  for  his  advice,  and  lo  we  parted  ;  I  re¬ 
pairing  to  my  friendly  widow,  and  he  to  his  home.  She 
receive  1  me  as  die  ever  did,  with  great  politeneis  and 

farisfadlion  at  my  company - her  attention  to  me 

made  me  think  of  her  coufin’s  fufpicions,  and  a  little 
flittered  my  vanity.  Ridiculous  folly  !  I  thought  the 
good  opinion  of  a  woman  fo  agreeable,  and  not  without" 
pe-  fonal  charms,  was  not  to  be  flighted.  The  point  of 
being  well  with  the  fex  was  of  early  importance  to  me, 
and  my  apprenticeship  to  arms  did  not  lelfenit.  By  de¬ 
grees  I  imperceptibly  glided  into  a complailance  more 
than  common;  and  a  habit  of fpending  much  of  my 
time  with  her.  She  did  not  ap  pear  unmindful  of  thefe 
circumflances,  and  treated  me  with  a  degree  of  kind- 
ne's  and  friend  ill  ip  not  a  1  ttle  pleafmg.  I  fliall  not 
hr  j!  this  narrative  with  a  multitude  of  uninterctling 
pa  i  :ulars - It  is  fuhacient  to  add  here,  that  by  de¬ 

grees,  politenefs  brought  on  a  warm  friendilrip  between 
us,  which  infenfibly"  mdcel  into  fomething  like  Love. 

Conltant 
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Conftant  opportunity  made  fts  indulge  fuch  pleafing 
fenfatioas,  which,  ere  long,  grew  too  ftronfe  to  be  maf- 
tered  j  and  in  fine,  hurried  us  into  a  guilty  life,  which, 
notwit  h  Handing  the  enjoyment  it  conferred,  did  not  re¬ 
pay  me  for  the  hate  of  mind  it  deftroyed. 

Such  was  the  fcene  for  a  few  months  ;  but  nothing  in 
this  world  has  permanency  for  its  foundation  :  1  per¬ 
ceived  a  kind  of  coldnefs  in  her  behaviour,  which 
ft  ruck  me  the  more,  having  before  experienced  it — - 
1  was  all  attention  to  her  conduct,  and  prelently  favv, 
with  clearnefs  enough  to  convince,  that  ihe  no  longfri 
loved  me.  In  this  filiation,,  trifles  light  as  air  lay  o- 

pen  the  very  inmoft  foul - I  faw  the  confequence  to 

xne - and  when  it  was  too'  late,  difcovered  the  char¬ 

acter  of  the  woman.  Variety  of  difappointments  ought 

to  have  given  me  more  penetration.  It  is  needlefs  to 
mark  the  progrefs  of  that  difguft  which  took  place  in 
her  mind,  and  which  is  fo  often  the  follower  of  fatiety 

_ —  It  was  not  long. before  an  open  quarrel  became 

unavoidable,  and  much  as  I  expected  that,  little  did  I 
look  for  what  enluecl. 

I  left  her  abruptly,  but  foon  received  a  vifit  from  her 
attorney,  demanding,  under  various  heads,  the  fum  of 
thirteen  hundred  pounds,  a  debt,  which  he  informed 
me,  left  I  fliouM  be  ignorant  of  it,  I  owed  to  my  lovdy 
widow.  The  impudence  of  the  attack  was  fo  great, 
that  it  was  with  no  fmall  difficulty  I  kept  my  cane  from 
.  the  back  of  the  pettifogger - but  he  repeated  his  de¬ 

mand,  and  as  a  proof  of  its  reality,  put  into  my  hands  a 
copy  of  the  leafe,  by  virtue  of  which  I  enjoyed  my 
houfe :  I  read  it  immediately,  and  great  was  my  aftonifh- 
ment  to  find  a  fcene  of  villapiy  even  to  me  incietl.ble  ; 

I  had  figned  away  to  my  vile  benefaChefs  every  fixpence 
1  had  received  from  her,  in  fuch  an  abfolute,  binuing 
manner,  that  it  was  too  plain  I  was  her  flave.  I  told 
her  attorney,  I  wou’d  go  immediately  and  make  her  n- 
gree  to  burn  fo  infamous  a  contract.  Fie  (aid  he  wou  d 
accompany  me  I  was  not  fool  enough  to  expefl  any 
fuch  matter,  but  I  cou’d  not  debar  my  felt  the  iatisl  acti¬ 
on  of  paying  her  off  in  words  for  her  meannds.  Avay 
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1  walked —  but  before  I  got  to  the  end  of  the  frreet  I 
was  arrcfted,  under  the  attorney's  orders,  by  his  myr¬ 
midons  ready  laid  for  the  purpofe,  a-nd  loaded  with  his 
far  calms,  and  in  half  an  hour’s  time  was  again  buried 
m  that  prifon  I  had  fo  lately  left. 

1  his  broke  of  cruel  fortune  threw  me  into  a  flupor 
ormifery  and  defpair.  A  philofophical  turn  of  mind’ 
— -a  diipolition.fall  of  religious  meditation,  cr  a  froical 
(lubborneis  of  foul,  might  have  enabled  me  to  bear  r p 
Vv  ith  ccuiage  and  icfolution  again  11  the  influence  of 
contrails,  however  cutting,  and  the  attacks  of  a  e’ef- 
uny  however  fevere:  But  fo  actively  miferable  had  my 
life  been,  that  but  little  of  it  had  I  employed  in  learn- 
ing  that  great  anu  necefiary  ait,-  to  think.  Alv  ideas 
were  thole  which  arole  immediately  from  experience, 
and  of  courfe  iiornbly  tindlured  with  every  variation  of 
the  moll  exquifite  diftrefs.  A  mifanthrepy  extremely 
natural  took  pofieffion  of  my.  foul.— I  could  not  hd-p 
attributing  the  vices  of  the  fpecies  to  their  nature  •  and 
.*o  extend ve  nad  been,  my  feale.  of  ill  treatment,  fo  pe¬ 
culiarly  unhappy  every  connection  I  formed,  that  I  a- 
d  opted  notions  of  general  villainy  confonant  to  the  por¬ 
tion  I  had  met  with  myfelf.  1  ought,  beyond  all  doubt, 
to  have  reflected,  that  many,  if  not  all  my  misfortunes 
were  originally  owing  to  my  own  imprudence,. and  that 
abetter  founded  idea  of  true  religion  would  have  fe- 
cured  me  from  the  etFett  of  temptations  to  which  I 
eafily  fubmitted..  Thefe  are  after-refte&ions  which  fr 
find  of  great  weight,  when  no  enemy  is  at  hand  to 
make  the  affault — but  fitch  unremitting  vigour  in  the 
great  bufmefs  of  milery  and  ruin,  is  prevalent  in  the 
world,  that  reflection  gives  way  to  the  Wronger  allure¬ 
ments  of  fenfual  obje6ls. — In  retirement,  rcfk&ion  glo- 

rioufly  rergns  - - in  the.  world  fancy  and  Inclination  as 

inperiouny  triumph. 

I  languished  three  years  in  my  fccond  imprilbnment, 
a  period  of  exquifite  mifery  both  of  mind  and  body  : 

1  he  death  or  my  vile  peri  ecu  tor  was  the  occafion  of 
my  liberty — her  executor  had  not  the  fame  motive  for 
prolonging  my  wretch  ?dnefs.  I  walk’d  forth  a  fpe&re, 
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and  hunger  threw  me  into  the  neceflity  of  labouring  for 
ir.y  bread  :  but  the  fcencs  of  iliockingcrimeirwith  which 
my  poverty  rendered  me  acquainted,  gave  me  luch  a 
loathing  of  the  town,  that  I  quitted  it  for  the  country 

_ and  fubfided  on  bread  alone,  until  I  found  mylelt 

at  no  inconfiderable  didance  from  the  metropolis:  I 
applied  earnedly  for  work,  but  was  anfwered  with.no- 
thing  but  threats  of  condables — houfes  of  correaion, 
and  whipping  pods;  I  was  told  of  being  a  vagrant  in 
terms  of  horror,  and  on  the  poor  fubfiftence  of  a  few 
halfpence,  thrown  at  me  with  eyes  of  fcorn,  wandered 
many  days  before  I  could  find  the  lead  empl°yilient* 
Accident  at  lad  threw  me  on  a  farmer  in  want  of  la¬ 
bourers,  who  agreed  at  once  to  give  me  twelve-pence  a 
day.  Heaven  be  praifed,  he  was  a  mild,  humane  man, 
who  had  patience  with  my  unfkiifulnefs  ana  tieated 

me  with  a  moderation  I  had  never  before  experienced. 

At  fnd  I  jodged  at  a  neighbouring  alehoufe,  but  my 
matter  afterwards  fixed  me  in  a  little  neat  cottage, 
which  he  lett  off  from  his  farm.  A  change  of  air  io 
greatly  for  the  better,  by  degrees  brought  me  to  my 
health  and  tbength,  and  even  labour  grew  tolerable  .  1 
made  up  in  afliduity  and  perfeverance  what  I  wantec.  m 
drench  and  (kill ;  and  had  the  farnfatlion  to  find  my 
matter  plerfed  with  me.  I  was  of  ufe  to  him  cn  mine 
occafions  wherein  reading  and  writing  were  necefu*) > 
qualifications  he  wanted  ;  and  being  willing  his  c  1  - 
_  .  dren  flioukl  enjoy  them,  he  agreed  to  give  me  a  lma 
matter  for  teaching  them  after  work;  a  prcpofal  i  iea- 
dily  came  into,  as  1  was  very  ambitious  of  being  able 
to  buy  a  little  furniture  more  convenient  and  agieeame 
than  what  I  was  forced  to  hire.  1  accompliilyed  this 
by  degrees,  and  found  great  pleafure  in  adorning  mv 
humble  cottage.  As  loon  as  I  was  tolerable  at  the  dif¬ 
ferent  kinds  of  work  I  did,  I  took  eveiy  tiling  of  t  e 
farmer  by  the  job,  and  working  caiiicr  than  common, 
and  with  great  indudry,  !  found  my  earnings  more 
than  diffident  to  maintain  me  and  pay  my  rent  the 
overplus  was  all  expended  on  my  little  home.  this 
cottage  I  confidered  as  a  feexire  harbour,  after  a  voyage 
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IX™*  boifterous  fea.  _  It  was  Homed  by  the  fide 

t  *  ?  I  ’  W*p  a,Pr£tty  P’ccc  ofiand  around  ft,  which 
,  !nt0  a  k'tchan  garden,  and  afterwards  half  lived 
out  of  ,t.  1  ci.pt  the  hedge  around'  it,  planted 

iome  trees  on  each  fide  the  houfe,  and  prefendy  dit- 
unguiflied  the  cottage  I  lived  in  from  any  of  the  neijrh- 
bourlng  ones:  My  furniture  was  alfo  entirely  in  another 

r'e  '^g8' ,a  the  carpentry  way  I  made  mv- 

fdf,  and  others  I  bought,  which  greatly  added  to  the 
conveniences  of  my  life  ;  and  found  that  halfthe  mo¬ 
ney  wmclrmoft  labourers /pent  at  the  alehoufe,  fuffici- 
ent  to  enable  me  to  compafs  feveral  enjoyments  of  which 
they  could  have  no  idea.  A  Milton  was  the  onlv-  book 
lafroraed  ntyfelf.  There  were,  however,  feverrd  lit- 
tie  a  c  quint  ions  which  my  purie  would  by  no ’means 
reach,  and  which  I  coukf  not  help bybTbrg  for ;  ?,nd 
oftenp-efleded  in  what  manner  l  corn’d  make  a  fm all 

addition  to  my  fortune - But  no  other  means  ftrikiiiP* 

me  than  common  labour,  I  was  forced  to  give  over  ail 
/ruihefs  wiilres— ^  determined,  however,  to  write  to 
niy  fnena  tne  lodging-man,  requeuing  him,  in  cafe  cf 
miy  tribe  happening  that  concerned  ire,  togivem.ea 
i-ine.  —  —  -  In  about  a  month,  b  received  a  letter  from 
nun,  informing  me,  that  my  wife  was  dead— which, 

as  he  juft ly  abierved,  could  be.  no  difasrreeable  evert  to 
me. 

Ilabit  rendered' my  new  life  perfectly  agreeable  to 
me,  and  I  found  the  large  fhare  of  health  I  emoved 
contributed  not  a  little  to  the  eating  my  mind,  and 
giv  ing  it  a  iereiiity  f  had'  icarce  ever  before  experienced. 
1  hus  potently  convinced  of  the  value  cf' the.  way  oflife 
lied,  I  widdd  for  no  other  y  and  thought  it  highly 
probable  that  J  might  end  my  days  in  peace  and  7nfi- 
mtely  to  be  defired  obfeurity. 

Thc  hone  ft  farmer  that  had  hitherto  employed  me 
nay  mg  a  couple  of  months  leifure  time,  in  which  he 
jiiould  have  no  occafion  for  my  labour,  advifed  me  to 
enquire  for  my  work  at  the  Hall,  for  the  ’Squire  want¬ 
ed  several  hands  in  his  gardens.  I  followed  his  advice, 
in.  expectation  of  earning  more,  though  I  had  no  great 

rdifti 
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relifli  for  working  under  a  man  of  fo  hot.,  fiery  and  ab- 
furd  a  temper  as  this  'Squire  H.  whtfVas-a  man,  in  e- 
very  refped,  of  a  chara&er  I  utterly  diiliked. - How¬ 

ever,  concaving  that  I  fhouid  ha>e  more  to  do  with 
his  gardener  than  himfelf,  and  expelling  to  have  more 
than  common  wages,  I  e’en  determined  to  try  the  two 
months,  as  the  farmer  promifed  to  take  me  again,  if  I 
did  not  like  to  continue  with  Mr.  H.  I  accordingly 
determined  on  the  change - and  was  immediately  ac¬ 

cepted,  and  let  about  le.veral  little  offices  in  the  gar¬ 
dens. 

This  Mr.  H  I  found,  netwithftanding  hi s  great  ef~ 
tate,  looked  fo  minutely  into  every  thing,  that  not  even 
a  new  labourer  could  come  without  his  queftionin^ 

him — and  I  among  the  reft- - This  officioufhefs  was 

owing  to  his  fufpicion,  his  avarice,  and  a  moft  cox- 
comical  idea,  that  no  trivial  thing  could  be  done  well 
without  his  having  a  hand  in  the  management.  This 
part  of  his  character,  I  was  prefcntly  informed,  extend¬ 
ed  to  every  department  among  his  fervanfs - He 

was  the  veneft  fribble  in  the  nurfery  that  can  be  ima¬ 
gined — and  in  every  thing  .el  fie  the  moft  conceited  fop; 
and  what  was  c-f  worfeconlequente  to  thole  around  him 

the  moft  deteftable  tyrant  to  his  wile  children  and 
fervants,  I  ever  heard  of.  It  was  reported  among  the 
fervants,  that  he  had  proceeded  to  horrible  extremities 
even  with  his  daughters  in  the  fury  of  his  paftions,  es¬ 
pecially  one  who  was  no  favourite — it  was  laid  he  had 
horfe -whipped  her —incredible  with  many — but  fuch 
variety  of  villainy  had  I  met  with  in  the  world,  that  I 
had  no  difficulty  in  believing  it.  This  wretch,  whole 
complicated  ill  humours  were  not  a  little  added  to  by 
the  gout,,  gave  orders  for  a  fwelling  lawn,  which  role 
to  a  temple,  to  oe  altered,  and  the  wave  of  it  changed, 
fo  as  to  let  in  a  flight  view  of  a  lake  at  a  little  diftance 

- his  gardener  did  not  comprehend  his  meaning - 

the  mailer’s  pailion  was  fuch,  that  after  much  alterca¬ 
tion,  he  difeharged  him.  The  under-gardener  had  his 
place,  and  difpleafed  the  mafler  as  much  as  the  firft  ; 
he  ordered  him  out  of  his  fight,  and  fixed  ontnc  by 

acci- 
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accieent  to  execute  his  ideas — I  plealed  him  at  once, 
and  that  circunills nee  made  me  a  violent  favourite,  in 
his  manner  ;  and^he  afterwards  fixed  on  me  for  feverai 
of  his  fc hemes.  I  often  executed  his  plans  entirely  to 
his  mind,  and  ihortly  gained  an  advance  of  wages  for 
my  (kill. 

It  was  foon  after  this  promotion,  that  I  was  one  day 
accidentally  laid  on  an  agreeable  bank  in  a  grove,  at 
fome  diftance  from  the  houfc,  where  I  knew  there 
was  no  danger  of  my  mailer’s  coming,  with  a  Milton  in 
my  hand.  I  read  out  that  fweet  fpeech  in  Comus, 

*  Can  any  mortal  mixture,’  &c. 

and  when  I  had  finifhed  it,  hearing  a  noife,  I  looked 
behind  me,  and  law  a  young  lady,  a  moll  elegant  and 
agreeable  figure,  in  an  attitude  of  attention  dole  to  me. 
I  rofe  up,  and  bowing,  was  moving  off. 

Pray,  gardener,  faid  Ihe,  are  not  you  the  labourer 
my  father  took  lately  for  the  levelling  ? 

Yes,  Madam. 

Biefs  me !  How  come  you  by  Milton!  What  do  you 
generally  read  poetry  ? 

Milton  is  the  only  book  I  polfefs,  Madam. 

Why  you  read  very  well  for  a  common  labourer : 
How  came  you  to  be  fo  well  educated  ? 

Only  through  the  goodne  's  of  my  parents. 

Prithee  turn  to  the  poem  entitled  L’  Allegro,  and 
read  it  to  me. 

I  did  as  flie  directed  me. 

Is  it  by  accident  that  you  have  only  Milton — or  do 
you  like  poetry  alone  ? 

I  have  fo  little  time  for  reading,  Madam,  that  po¬ 
etry  pleafes  me  infinitely  the  bell — lince  in  the  fame  ex¬ 
tent  of  lints  a  much  greater  variety  of  thought  is  ex- 
prelfed,  and  that  by  far  more  forcibly  than  is  ever  met 
with  in  the  belt  profe — and  verification  acting  lo  pow¬ 
erfully  on  the  memory,  is  a  great  inducement  with  me 
to  prefer  it. 

But  why  is  Milton  your  only  poet? 
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I  cannot  afford  many  books,  Madajisr  and  a  very  few 
contain  all  the  poetiy  that  1  think  Ivortli  being  felicit¬ 
ous  after.  ]  «, 

You  are  very  nice,  rrethinks.  j 

That  is  ox  no  b  d  conlequence,  Madam,  to  me,  who 
cannot  perufe  variety,  and  therefore,  I  am  perfuaded, 
have  the  more  pleature  in  what  I  do  read. 

Who  is  your  next  lavomite  poet  ? 

Shakefpear  equally  poilefTes  my  good  opinion,  but  fo 
many  volumes  were  above  mv  purle. 

She  took  leave  of  me  with  a  complaifance  above 
what  is  ever  paid  to  any  in  my  ltation  from  one  of  fo 
iuperior  rank  ;  but  1  perceived  in  her  manner,  a  perfect 
aftoni foment  at  what  fhe  faw  in  me.  The  ad\c.^tu'e 

was  very  agreeable  to  me - for  I  never  beheld  a 

fweeter  or  more  amiable  countenance  in  my  day:--  ■ 

a  more  pleafing  beauty -  or  more  winning  grace.  [ 

was  perfectly  charmed  at  the  firft  fight - arid  every 

agreeable  idea  1  had  ever  entertained  of  the  lex,  ruOfd 
into  my  mind  at  once. 

In  a  day  or  two  afterwards,  near  the  fame  place,  T 
was  met  by  the  fame  lady,  accompanied  by  another, 
one  of  her  filters :  flic  called  to  me,  and  with  great 
fweetnefs  in  her  manner,  made  me  a  prexrent  of  Shake- 
1  pears  works  tied  up  in  a  white  handerchief.  I  return¬ 
ed  my  thanks  as  politely  as  I  was  able,  and  not  much  in 

the  labourer’s  Utile.  She  then  added _ “  Here’s  my 

fh  ter  has  a  mind  to  hear  you  read  lb  me  of  Milton  ;  but 
we  have  no  time  now— if  you  cou’d  be  at  the Voot- 
houfe  next  Thurfday  afternoon,  about  four  o’  dock,  we 
/  will  be  there  j  and  do  yen  hear,  have  your  Milton  with 
you.”— — — 

j 

The  appointment  Vv  cl  3  too  agreeable  to  me  to  let  k 

b.'P  tny  memory - 1  was  precife  to  the  time,  and  in 

about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  came  the  ladies. 

“  Gardener,”  fa  id  the  firft  I  had  feen,  who  was  the 

hand  font  eft  and  molt  agreeable, - “  You  mult  be 

careful  not  to  let  my  father  fee  you  rea  linv _ He  has 

an  averfion  to  books,  in  general,  and  wou’d^  be  quite  in  a 
fury  to  fee  any  of  his  peoule  read  ire 
\  OL.  I.  K 
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I  fhou’d  be  lorrv,  Madam,  to  offend  a  per  Ton  fo  eafi- 
lv  offended.. 

Easily  offended,  jjindecd  !  Take  care  ofyourfelf ;  for 
ii  a  man  will  treat  !jis  children  like  a  tyrant,  hisfeivants 
have  little  to  hopeJj 

1  hope  I  iliall  never  be  fo  unhappy  aj  to  hear  that  he 
treats  either  of  you,  ladies,  ill. 

Mold  tyrannically  fo  only  lad  night,  info  much,  that 
v/e  are  alraoft  in  fear  of  oui  lives. 

juft  heaven !  That  a  man  in  his  Ration  and  ample 
fortune  fhon’d  be  fo  entirely  wanting  in  the  humanity  of 

a  man - and  the  manners  of  a  gentleman!  Ladies  my 

heart  bleeds  for  your  bufferings ! 

Mr.  Gardener,  faid  the  other,  methinks  your  lan- 
guageis  much  above  that  of  a  labourer.  And  my  ft  tier 

toils  me  you  read  remarkably  well - Will  you  favour 

-roe  with  a  .-few  lines  from  Milton? 

I  read  part  of  the  d.efcription  of  Paradife  - They 

liffened  to  me  with  great  attention,  and  fee  rued  much 
pleafed.  We  converted  about  half  an  hour  on  different 
topics,  in  which  I  difpffyed  all  the  fprightlinefs  and 
compliment  I  was  an  after  of,  without  allegation,  and  I 

pa  ted  deep  in  their  good  g-aces. - IV o  days  after, 

as  1  was  planting  feme  llnubs,  I  was  Imp  ii ed  to  fee  the 
elder  one  (her  I  frit  faw)  advancing  towards  me  with  a 
parcel  in  her  hand. 

Mr.  Holmes,  faid  die,  (that  was  the  name  I  paffed 
under)  I  mult  beg  your  acceptance  of  thefe  books  — 
A  let  of  Spenccf-s  works. 

Your  kindnefs.  Madam,  is - - 

I  do  not  expetd  any  compliments  in  return,  but  I 
want  your  advice  in  a  point  of  great  importance. 

You  do  me  great  honour — — -  - 

My  father’s  cruelty  to  me  really  grows  fo  intolerable, 
t Jut  I  can  bear  it  no  longer  — —but  how  to  remedy  my- 
fcJf]  know  next.  Give  me  your  advice. 

You  certainly  ccu’d  not  be  in  a  more  critical  filiation. 
Hut  in  what  manner  have  you  an  idea,  Madam,  of  re¬ 
medying  yourfelf? 

In  any  manner  that  gets  ci2  out  of  his  clutclies. 

Some 
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Some  relation  in  your  eye,  to  whom  you  think  of 
flying?  \ 

Aias!  I  know  ©f  none  that  vvoifd  deceive  me. 

Your  cafe  is  truly  worthy  of  pity:*  Wcu’ci  to  Hea¬ 
ven  I  had  it  in  my  power  at  leaff  to  al’eviateycui  mi'uy. 

I  am  certain,  Si  ,  that  you  ai  e  of  an  education  and 
turn  ox  Liniment  greatly  fuperior  to  your  preient  ftati- 

on - 1  do  not  frruple,  therefoie,  opening  my  wietch- 

ednefs  to  you  ai  the  only  friend  to  whom  1  dare  intrvdt 
the  leaf!:  ctfign  of  eaftng  my  felf.  Let  me  deftre  you, 
therefore,  to  confider  a  li itfe  for  me,  and  f  ive  me  your 
advice  the  next  time  I  fee  you. 

I  perlued  the  conversation  with  her,  and  flick ng  into  a 
familiar  fhain,  found  her  exceeding  fenfible,  of  a  Heady 
judgment,  and  melt  agreeable  manners.  I  fympathized 
with  her  on  her  unhappinefs,  and  owned  that  in  miftry 

I  was  the  companion  of  any  one. - She  liftened  to  me 

with  great  attention,  and  by  degrees  brought  me  to  con- 
fefs  that  I  wa$  not  born  to  my  prefent  hat  ion,  but  to 
one  greatly  fuperior.  She  expieifed  a  g  ear  defire  to 
hear  my  Story,  which  I  piomifed  her  at  a  more  ccnve- 
nient  time. 

It  was  impollible  that  I  fhou’d  converfe  fo  much 

with  this  woman,  and  not  love  her - Spite  of  all  the 

prudential  refolutlons  which  I  thought  had  been  engra 
ven  in  my  foul,  I  fell  at  once  into  the  left  paflion,  and 
this  meeting  left  me  deeply  enamoured  with  this  agree¬ 
able  creature :  nor  had  I  any  reafon  to  doubt  but  that 
fhe  had  at  leafl  a  very  good  opinion  of  me.  Two  Suc¬ 
ceeding  meetings  were  very  filent,  fghing  and  tender — 
The  words,  I  love  you,  quiver’d  on  my  lips,  but  1  dmft 
rot  pronounce  them.  The  third,  I  told  her  my  tale, 
leaving  out  but  few  circumstances  -  She  mingled  her 
tears  with  mine - and  when  I  had  concluded,  1  ven¬ 

tured  to  fpeak  to  her  in  broken  accents  of  the  then  Hate 

of  my  mind. - She  heard  me  with  bhifliingconfufion. 

Good  H  ekven  !  how  beautifu  ly  amiable  was  /lie  in  that 

moment?  She  continued  filent. - Taking  hold  of  her 

hand,  and  pr effing  it  to  my  lips. 

For 


i: 

.r  if,- 
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I' 0r  Heaveif^fake,  Madam,  pronounce  my  fate, 
opcak  but  one  cruil  word,  and  I  am  niiier.  Id e  for  ever. 

^  v/oifd  not  have  you  miferable.  Read  in  my  nUi-ce 
VvidU  I  am  afhamelt  to  utter - — 

I  profs’ d  her  not  to  leave  me  in  w;  etched  fufpence, 
roiJ  our  meeting  ended  in  mutual  a  durances  of  eternal 
nn  e  arid  fidelity.  Never  till  that  moment  did  I  know 
xyhat  love  was;  I  had  miifaken  other  atf  eel  ions  and 
toppenes  lor  that  delicious  paflicn— -but  my  heart  had 
long  been  Iparod,  only  to  be  bound  in  ftroncrer  chains  at 
I  aft. 

Following  meetings  were  pa  fled  in  ail  lire  enchanting 
ienoernele  or  u naffedled  lave - Never  were  moments 


cl  purer  enjoyment.  It  was  extremely  natural  in  us  to 
concert  the  means  of  continuing  cur  happinefs :  and 
after  a  thsuiandfehemes,  none  appeared  fo  eligible  as 
to  remove  fiom  that  neighbourhood  as  foon  as  poffihle  :  v 
but  no  plan  of  that  ratine  cou’cl  come  from  ire  without 
iirft  propcfing  marriage,  as  highly  n e cellar y  before  it 
was  executed.  7  he  amiable  creature  affured  me  be¬ 
fore  die  agreed  to  it,  that  1  was  to  expert  no  fortune — 
no  advancement  from  fuch  a  meafurC.  — — —  I  rejected 
-il  fuch  ideas,  and  the  Nan  was  dctei  mined.  We  were 
pnv.ateiy  man  led  at  a  neighbouring  church.  My  wife’s 
whole  foitune  was  a  few  jewels,  her  deaths,  & c.  and 
mi?rty_ guineas  m  cam,  I  conveyed  her  to  my  cottage 
one  night,  aha  having  before  fold  my  moveables,  the 
next  morning  we  let  off  by  break  of  day  on  the  outfide 
ot  a  machine  for  London  ;  where  we  arrived  fafe,  with¬ 
out  healing  any  news  of  purfners.  I  v  ent  to  my  old 
fiiend  the  lodging- man,  who,  wi  Jr  great  good  nature 
a  id  humanity,  infilled  on  our  being  his  gu efts  a  fort¬ 
night;  which  time  we  accordingly  (laid  with  him  ;  and 
then  taking  the  conveniency  of  a  machine,  went  down 
into  Norihamptonfihire,  and  was  obliged  to  live  at  an  inn 
in  a  town  fome  time  before  I  con’d,  by  traverfmga  num¬ 
ber  of  villages  in  the  neighboui hood,  find  out  a  little 
cot  tage  to  Lire ;  intending  to  pm  chafe  one  as  loon  as  an 
opportunity  offered.  At  lalt  ]  happened  on  a  very  to¬ 
lerable  one,  and  at  a  reafcnaWe  rent,  We  fixed  di- 

reftJy 
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reftly  in  itj  and  I  prefently  foimd  employment  as  a 
labourer.  7 

Heaven  blefmd  me  with  health  *to  maintain  mvfe:f 
and  my  wire,  without  breaking  mtcfour  little  fortune 
and  I  found  eveVy  day  fvcfh  fubjedt  6f  love  and  admrfa* 
tionin  the  humility,  chearfulnefs,  and  unaffected  native 
fimplicityof  my  wife,  whole  difpofition  was  the  moil 
angelic  imagination  can  conceive.  Never  once  did  I 
know  her.  complain  of  a  change  of  fortune  -  never  re¬ 
gretted  the  plenty  {he  had  left.  Pier  little  home  was 
ever  agreeable  to  her-  and  her  company  rendered  it  a 
paradiie  to  me. 

Five  }  ears  palled  in  this  humble,  but  happy  and 
contented  lire.  In  that  time  my  wife  brought  me  a  hue 


hoy,  which  was,  however,  {hatched  away  when  only  *3 

_  V.  .  .  %  /•  -v  -v  «  (  I 


year  old,  to  our  no  ilight  grief.  We  jfhou’d  have  con¬ 
tinued  fo  happily  f situated,  had  I  not  received  a  letter, 
from  my  friend  at  London,  informing  me,  that  ore  of 


- -  -  . . * -  - ~ - "7  "  o 

iiiy  iiiters  was  cie&d,  and  had  left  me  icven  i  houfand 
potiiidl  'Hils  news  hurried  us  to  London  :  The  mo¬ 
ney  was  left  in  feveral  legacies,  and  feme  diiputes  m 
law  enftted  among  the  executors,  I  flood  neuter,  but 
received  In  two  years,  after  a  life  of  anxiety  and  trouble, 
one  of  the  legacies  of  five  liundied  pounds  $  in  three 

years  more  another  of  two  thou fand  in  fhort,  it  was 
feven  years  before  the  whole  was  paid..  A  period  full 
of  law,  terror,  and  fear  of  literal  want.  A  thotifanu 
times  did  we  repent  the  leaving  our  humble  cot,  and 
accepting  our  right  in  a  country  where  right  mull  be 
purchafed  bylaw.  At  lail,  after  fuch  a  world  of  trou- 


uu — .n  fO  {]  f 
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thoufand  pounds  clear.  With  that  fum  we  determined 
to  refire  to  fome  almofl  uninhabited  fpot,  entirely  out 
of  ihe  knowledge  and  reach  of  friends -and  enemie 


left  another  legacy,,  or  fome  fuch  temptation  left  thro’ 
compunction  of  confcience,  fliou’d  induce  us  Once  more 
to  leave  retirement  for  a  world  io  unhappy  to  us.  My 
wife,  through  temper  as  well  as  reafon,  was  much  in¬ 
clined  to  fuch  a  fcheme.  She  had  too'good  a  fund  with¬ 
in  heifelf  to  regret  the  world  or  any  of  ifrs  feducing  at- 
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herfeIf  VVI'th  g'-eat  chearfulnefs 

«isKi  picaiuie  on  t hr  plan. 

°TViUlCprC>iaratJons>  W  "ife  was 

Z  W,  f\  d:u,ghm  ’■  -an  event  « l»Vfc  wve  us 
•  greased  pkafuje  unaginabie— but  in  a  fhcrt 

was  it  damped  to  me- - Oh  '  en  d 

man  if  ^  ^  of  the  “'<*  valuable  wi 

L"  g?ve  her  cold,  which  bough?  ofTS 

and  ended  la  her  death ;  leaving  me  the  mod  mile  able’ 

c.1  conlolate  wretch  humanity  can  difplav  I  paf^cvcr 

the  excels  of  my  grief  which  Mi-  :  *  if;.  ,•  EM  Cf 
i-u*  r  .  o  ’  VvDlcn  in  ah  its livelmefs  to 

r  0UI'  . .y  country,  and  the  face  cf  t\ cry  foul  1 

Uw,  was  odious  to  me - 1  determined  10  leave  for 

CfVtbe  ^enerof !°  "mch  mife,y-  la  a  fortnight’s  time 
ny  mm  tnoufami  pounds  was  lodged  in  the  hands  of  a 
banker  to  be  renmted  dircftly  to  Philadelphia,  and  iny- 

,V  aml  Julle  ,nhr!t  on  board  a  fir  ip  bound  for  the  fade 
place,  i  remained  m  that  city  no  longer  than  was 

,  ‘  ‘Cl'jni  l0r  aTn  excluAon  into  the  back  countrv  among 
the  Indians  I  cultivated  an  intimacy  with  ffveral  •? 
■leir  c  ne  „  and  imparting  my  deiign  to  refide  near 
t.rem,  tney  received  it  with  pleafure ;  I  gave  them  my 
men  of  the  fpot  1  fliou’d  like,  and  they  recommended 
tms  beau  trad  one  to  me -I  returned  in  hafte  to  Phiia- 
uelfuia,  ana  laid  cut  g-eat  part  of  my  fortune  in  a 
noule,  &c.  r.nc.  the  moft  ufeful  furniture,  implements 
or  agriculture,  and  lome  other  things  I  thought  wcu’d 
,  or  l:  ;  t0  ti5_£  Indians,  referving  juft  enough  to  pay 
the  t  xpcnct'of  the  height  and  carriage  of  the  whole,  to 
a  pais,  w i lore  tome  Indians  were  ready  to  receive  them, 
and  trail! ported  the  whole  to  the  defined  fpot.  I  had 
great  objections  to  let  any  artifts  from  our  fettlements 
attenc*  me,  as  1  willied  to  have  my  retirement  a  fccret. 
My  new  mends  fiamed  my  houfe  with  o-reat  dexterity, 
and  did  me  every  other  office  of  friend ilup  I  cou’d  wiih, 
until  !  was  entirely  fixed  with  my  dear  little  Emmera  in 
tn.Lqudlered  vale  of  innocence  and  unworldly  pleafure. 

Oa!  my  Emmera!  when  thefe  papers  come  to  be 
read  by  you,  mark  the  picture  of  the  world!  Compare 

it 
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it  with  what  you  have  experienced  here  —and  decide  up¬ 
on  your  future  conduct !  Live,  my  -fetreft-  daughter, 
contented  with  peace,  ferenity  of  mind,  and  health  of 
body.  —Regret  not  the  miferable  vanities  of  a  wretch¬ 
ed  world— The  Indians  adore  yoiw-neyer  will  you 
have  an  idea  cf  want  here — But  change  the  profpedt, 
and  a  whole  deluge  of  evils  rufh  at  once  upon  you-— It 
accident  difcovers  you  to  an  European,  the  Indians  will 
nobly  defend  you,  if  attacked - but  what  is  more  dan¬ 

gerous,  if  attempted  to  be  feduced  to  the  world,  give  not 
ear  to  the  poiionous  advice,  however  prodituted  by  the 
arts  of  fophidry,  or  varnilliedby  thedeiufionsof  flattery. 

May  Heaven  protect  and  deiend  your  innocence ! 
Adieu,  my  Emmera] 

*  *  *  *  ~ 

#  #  # 

^ell>  Mr.  Chetwyn,  what  is  your  opinion  of  my 
dear  father’s  narrative? 

i  hat  he  was  the  moil  unfortunate  man  I  ever  heard 
of. 

Can  you  wonder  at  his  renouncing  fo  wretched  a 
world  ?  Oh  f  never — never  more,  Mr.  Chetwyn,  even 
in  idea,  propofe  to  me  to  leave  this  retirement _ 

My  faired  Emmera,  fear  me  not.  We  enjoy  the  in¬ 
nocent  and  moft  agreeable  pleafures  of  this  fweet  foli- 
tude,  and  what  befldes  the  happinels  of  living  perpetu- 
ady  wbh  you  can  you  imagine  iliou’d  influence  me  ? 

Heaven  knows,  Air.  Chetwyn,  that  I  wifli  for  no 
further  happinefs  than  a  continuance  of  the  prefent  life 
1  lead  with  you- — A  change  to  the  world  cou’d  con¬ 
tribute  to  nothing  but  my  mifery. 

But,  my  deared  Emmera] - You  mean  not  literal¬ 
ly  what  you  fay  - you  furely  do  not  defign  always 

to - 

Talk  not  of  a  removal,  however  didant,  for 

Mifunderlland  me  not— no  further  than  as  - _ 

As  what  ? 

I  wou’d  not  offend  the  delicacy  of  your  foul  for 
worlds.  But—— 


How 
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How  ilrange  this  is !  —  You  cannot  live  in  retirement 
—your  head  is  fiRl  of  the  world— Alas!  that  i  fhou’d 
find  my  father’s  wbrds  fo  true - 

You  wrong  mevinfinitely— By  Heavens  you  do  !- - 

Were  we  in  the  nHdfh  of  the  world - cou’d  I  but  once 

call  you  mine  •  this  fpot  of  all  others  wou’d  I  fix  for 
our  only  refidence  - 

Come,  my  friend,  let  us  he  gone:  It  will  foon  be 
evening ;  I  wou’d  not  have  this  lacred  hermitage  a  wit- 
nets  to  words  I  wiih  not  to  hear. 

Wou’d  to  Heaven  !  my  Emmera — you  faw  my  heart ! 

She  walked  off,  or  I  flrou’d  have  pufhed  the  point 
further.  But  I  never  begin  it  without  conlufion  and  a 
firange  perplexity  of  mind  which  throws  impediments  in 
every  word  :  I  am  happy  as  I  cou’d  with,  lave  this  one 
circumdance.  But  why  fhou’d  1  not  enjoy  all  this  l'ere- 
nity  and  eate  with  the  addition  of  this  faired:  and  mod: 
amiable  of  her  lex?  Why  fhou’d  we  not  for  ever  be  u- 
nited  by  the  tendered  ties  ?  Where  can  be  the  offence 
to  the  mod:  virgin  m ode dy  in  fuch  a  fcheme  ?  Jud 
Heaven  !  how  tranfcendently  happy  fhou’d  I  be,  fo  fi- 
tuated  in  this  delicious  reddence!  The  world!  fare  it 

well - 1  Never  fhou’d  1  regret  the  lofs  of  any  of  its 

enjoyments,  fo  exchanged  for  a  life  of  as  much  happi- 
nels  as  this  world  can  in  appear anoe  confer. 

This  letter  is  lpun  out  to  a  mod  intolerable  length 

- - -I  mud,  therefore,  wind  it  up  by  alluring  you 

how  much  I  am,  &c. 

P,  Chet’win. 


Exd  of  the  Fikst  Volume. 
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LETTER  XV. 


Mifs  Chet  w y nt  to- Mifs  H e rv e  y . 

3fiC^^0S04(}S(  OUR'Corap!aint§,  my  deareft  Kitty; 
JK  are  really  unjuit-  -How  can  you  pof- 

^  fibly  conceive  I  (hould  write  any  fyl- 

^  P  'ic'  i  (ahfe  worth  reading  in  the  idled  hour, 

^  was  to  write  oftener ! — All  my 
^  ■j*/’ ^  lubje-fls,  if  condensed  into  meer  mar- 

>n  ter  of  fad  or  matter  of  entertainment., 
would  be  contracted  into  the  compafs  of  half  a  meet 
— judge  then  what  a  profuhon  of  ufelefs  words — what 
tautology! — I>ut  repetition  among  friends  mu  ft  be  in¬ 
dulged,  or  letters  bg  no  longer  the  tranfcript  of  the 
mind:  For  much-;  repetition  will  there  be  of  ideas  of 
Jdndnefsand  aiFeflion,  and  if  they  are  not  expreifed, 
other  more  unpleafmg  and  lefs  interesting  fubie&s  will 
gain  admittance.  Such  is  the  apology  1  mate  for  my 
limpidity.  Is  it  accepted  or  not?  Tell  me  if  I  mud 
write  news  from  American  fore  its — a  he  you  anecdotes 

/"•  T  I  •  ^  / 

of  an  Indian  queen’s  court,  and  the  bon  mots  of  her 
drawing-room  :  ordefcrfbe  the  fa  fh  ions  of  my  hex  among 

the  Mohawks - My  letters  mull  be  more  iufipid — and 

A  z  it 
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it  is  in  your  {rjendfhip  I  rely  for  a  tender  eye  to  their 
un  vertal  wants.  , 

My  father  has  been  a  dreadfully  hazardous  voyage 
down  a  gi eat  river  with  a  barbarous  name  of  twenty 
iyllables. — He  is  returned  horribly  fatigued — but  over¬ 
flows  with  praifes  of  the  country,  and  talks  of  nothing 
btu  v alt  rivers.  He  fatisfies  hiscurioiity  at  the  expence 
ot  his  body :  His  affections  are  fo  rivetted  to  this  coun¬ 
try,  that  he  is  determined  to  purchafe  a  traCt  of  land 
in  tins  neighbourhood  without  delay — and  build  on  it 
with  intention  to  fcttie  immediately.  He  is altoniilied 
at  my  brother’s  unaccountable  flay  in  the  woods  alone 
but  is  not  diiplealed  at  it ;  forbids  me  to  inter¬ 
rupt  him,  as  he  experts  lie  will  like  the  country  aswell 
as  himfelf*  and  lays  it  would  give  him  g;eat  pleafure, 
if  Sir  Philip  would  fettle  here. 

What  can  be  the  my  fiery  of  my  brother’s  flrange  ab- 
fence  I  cannot  guefs  at ;  It  mult  be  fbmething  further 
than  a  trifling  common  amour,  as  I  at  firft  fufpeCted 
-  -but  it  is  a  very  extraordinary  accident  indeed  if  he 
has  met  with  any  other.  Heaven  prefer ?e  him  in  fafe- 

ty,  is  m y  prayer - but  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  give 

him  any  abidance  would  he  allow  me  to  fufpect  his 
want  of  it. 

Since  I  wrote  my  lad,  here  is  a  new  lodger  come 
— who  prefs’d  the  Jones’s  fo  receive  him  on  their  own 
terms.  They  refilled  it  until  my  frfther  gave  his  ap¬ 
probation:  He  dined  with  us  — — a  middle  aged  man; 
laid  his  dehgn  was  to  purchafe  land  /nour  fenlements, 
but  chofe  to  be  belter  acquainted  with  the  country 

fail  - My  father  was  highly  pleas’d  with  him,  and 

d-fc  fired  the  people  by  ail  means  to  accommodate  him. 
This  gentleman's  name  is  Francis  •  has  no  family,  and 
attended  only  by  one  footman.  My  father,  from  a  u- 
tnilarity  of  opinions,  likes  his  conve  fation,  fo  he  v Hits 
us  a  good  deal ;  one  thing  recommei  ds  him  to  me,  he 
*s  pallionateiy  fond  of  mufic,  brought  a  violin  with 
him - and  accompanies  my  harphehord  with  no  or¬ 

dinary  fkill.  He  is  a  refeived  man,  but  appears  to  be 
fenfible  and  agreeable. 


your 
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Your  account  of  Edge  ton  is  quite  (hoiking - It 

raiifs  an  abhorrence  in  me  at  the  ve;y  idea  of  ihe 
w'etch  j  and  fureY  ought  to  be  a  ftriimg  leifon  to  rs 
au,  to  know  v*  e;I  a  man  before  we  think  two  minutes 
about  h  ni.  •  So  detestable  a  fellow  be  erves  no  mercy 
—  I  /ou  have  i«:  in  your  power,  K  t-.y,  in  your  pin  i\ 
■of  confounding  him  with  his  wife,  uiinhhn  corn;  "etc- 


\y - Hang  him  if  poffible.  Such  a  man  fbould  he 

considered  with  ih.e  fame  horror  as  a  mad  dog,  and 
foot  at  by  every  leu’  that  lees  him.  You  h  ve  laid  your 
fcheme,  I  think,  perfectly  well,  and  if  the  executic  n 
E  as  happy  as  the  defign,  is  wli  be  equally  moral  and 
entertaming.  But  is  there  no  way  to  puniili  that  old 
hag?  Vcu  will  make  but  an  Imperfect  bu/inefs  of  it, 
if  you  do  not  contrive  to  maul  her— — I  think,  after 
joining  her  to  blowup  Ebgcrton,  you  fliould  join  him 
to  demo liili  her,  which  he  would  rejoice  at,  1  queiKon 

not  The'e  men - But  I  will  not  proceed.  I  was 

going  to  fcribble  2  latuc - but  a  conclusion  you  v.  ’ll 

read  ,v’  h  more  pleafu m. 

I  therefore  remain,  etc, 

H.  CiiETtry^ 
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XVI. 


Mr.  Edgerton  to  Colonel  Forrester. 

ZOUNDS,  Forrefter  ?  kf  I  get  this  old curmudge¬ 
on’s  niece—  which  I  certainly  fhall,  and  her  h£* 
teen  hundred  per  znn.  I  wifi  make  him  run  mad  with 

very  fpite - and  rather  than  not  confound  his  curfed 

folly  and  ltu pi Hty,  I  will  have  him  preifed  into  a  man 
of  war  juft  foiling  for  Bengal.  Heavens !  what  pleaiure 
is  there  in  mounting  ones-tdf  to  riches,  honours  and 
lb  forth,  by  the  means  of  fools,  and  then  kicking  them 
from  under  cue  !  Clapping  horns  on  a  puppy  ol  a  huf- 
band  is  nothing,  if  we  have  not  the  fatisfadtion  of  tel¬ 
ling  him  of  his  happinefs - like  Zanga  in  the 

Revenge, 

4  JTwas  I ; - -I  plac’d  them  there, 

4  Thou  bead  of  ill  fame!’ - — 

The  old  fellow  fw  allowed  my  bait  of  marrying  his 

niece,  as  I  told  you  before,  at  once - and  lince  that 

rime  has  never  been  eafy  but  in  my  company.  I  war¬ 
rant  he  thinks,  if  he  can  but  draw  me  in  for  a  nephew, 
he  fhail  be  a  very  Machiiivel  in  contrivance.  He  la¬ 
bours  hard  at  it,  talks  much  of  the  good  condition  of 

}iis  niece's  eh  ate  •  how  well  tenanted - in  thorough 

renair  - - contigugfcrs  - - well  wooded - -  Quick 

work  I’ll  make  of  thole  woods  ! - Andlaftly,  a  hand- 

Ibme  (urn  of  money  before-hand.  I  put  him  of;  irom 
"converging  on  the  fub,ect  from  time  to  time,  feemed 

veiy  11  \y  of  the  affair - often  complained  of  the  ex- 

penfiveuefs  pf  the  times-  and  added,  with  a  fnrng, 
“  No  imprudence  like  marrying,  unlefs  to  an  equal 
fortune;' - 

Oi  late  I  have  appeared  to  liften  to  his  recommeo- 
cations  of  the  match,  which  has  been  quite  trefii  fuel 
to  his  tire,  and  made  him  fo  eager  in  it,  that  I  have 
no  doubt  but  i  may  didate  my  own  terms. - A  capi¬ 

tal  idea  came  into  my  head,  which  made  me  takeocca- 
(iqw  to  lay  one  day,  in  a  half-meaning  manner,  “  But, 

zounds. 
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^ouikIs,  Mr.  Carter!  my  very  foul  has  ap  abhorrence 
(pending  money  among  lawyers;  and  it  them  rogues 
did  not  lecure  every  thing  clearly,  how  do  we  know 
what  difpui.es  might  enfue  among  our  child;  en  and 

grandchildren - Faith,  I  could  truft  none  but  Inch 

as  I  knew/’ - 

Name  ’em - Mr.  Edgerton - name  your  own 

lawyers - I  will  not  lquabble  about  names— John 

or  Thomas — W hat  fignihes  who,  if  they  are  but  of 
the  law. 

’Twill  never  do,  Mr.  Carter— -Bat  however,  I’ll 
conlider  of  it — fo  tar  I’ll  promile  you. 

Thank  ye,  my  dear  friend  -Thank  ye— 

As  foon  as  1  left  him  I  ferit  fox  Merrill  the  attorney 
—  you  know  him  — 

Mr.  Merritt,  1  have  fome  thought-s  of  being  mar¬ 
ried. 

Sir,  l  am  yt  ur  moft  humble  fe  v-ant :  If  I  can  be  of 

'  .  ** 

any  fervice  in - 

Marriage  fetilements,  Mr.  Merrill,  they  fay  is  pretty 
profitable  bufinels,  ha! 

Very  well  to  be  litre,  Sir:  I  iliall  in  any  bufinefs 
you  think  proper  to  fay  our  me  with,  be  particularly — 

Whoever  I  employ,  Mr.  Merrill,  mutt - 

Oh]  dear  Sir,  I  was  never  a  pedant  in  my  profel- 
■fion— You  know  I  liibmit  to  any  little  particularities  in 
my  clients. 

I  fay,  Mr.  Men  id,  marriage  writings  are  very  pro- 
£;  able-  but  1  pur  pole  making  the  bufinels  more  than 
commonly  fo,  by  pi  denting  my  attorney  withiwo  hun¬ 
dred  guineas -* — 

Indeed,  Sir] 

Two  hundred  guineas] - on  the  nail 

A  very  handfome  reward,  I  mull  confefs - You 

-know,  Sir,  I  always - 

I  know  your  virtues  well,  Mr.  Merrill :  and  as  they 

are  great,  have  lome  idea  yl  empOying  you - - 

You  1  <y  me  under  infinite  obi  gau^i.s,  Sir. 

But,  Mr.  Mu  rift- — in  return  you  mull  draw  the 
pricings  verbatimasl  dictate- -fave  your  law  expreflions. 

% 
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By  all  m@ajis,  JS:r —  Nothing  in  that  at  ail 
Underftand  me  well:  You  are  to  tie  my  intended 
father  in  law- — not  according  to  his,  but  my  in- 
ft  ructions— — — 

Sir? - hu  m  — — 

Oh !  very  true - hum - Two  hundred  guinea*. 

Mr.  Merrill  1 -  w 

A  dangerous  affair  though,  Sir - hot  fe-yice  J - • 

Profitable  huhneis  I - -  f  wo  hundred  cnlneas  ’  — _ — 

Generous  to  be  lure  :  But  - — - 
No  huts,  Mr.  Merrill. 

Additions  I  luppc  ie  to  the  fetttlement  urJn?own  to 
the  lady’s  father  r 
Even  lb. 

But  when  it  is  laid  before  council? 

I  ,eave  that  to  me. 

You  will  manage  every  -point  dexter  on  _ and 

any  name  appear  not  once  in  the  whole  Irani  a  el  ion  ? 
Agreed, 

Vv  ell  then  ;  I  think  for  ft  re  hundred  guineas _ a 

bond  of  indemnity  from  all  charges  —  a  valuable 
con  ft  derat  ion  acknowledged  —  my  name  not  to  ap¬ 
pear - and  my  bi-M  on  tire  old  gentleman'  fup ported 

Why  in  good  faith  you  may  think!  Thou  mongrel, 

pe 't? fogging  dog - had  I  my  fword  I  iimuid  ,  n  vnU 

lo  the  wall  —  r  ''  ' 

Very  good.  Sir.  1  am  your  very  humble  feivant— I 

fuppole  you  have  no  further  occalion  far  me- _ 

[Tlte  villainous -dog  turned  the  tables  on  me— I  was 
forced  to  draw  In  my  horns.—] 

Le.  me  te,  iVtr.  JVIerrili  \  our  terms  are  exorbi¬ 
tant — -and  1  -offered  fuftkient,  me  vert  he!  eft,  I  ^  HI  add 
i’other  ft  fry. 

It  will  by  no  means  do,  Sir.  Dangerous  fervice?  I 
can  take  no  left. 

Three  hundred  guineas  then —if  you  refufe  that 
c^fer,  you  are  welcome  to  leave  me  as  loon  as  you 
pie  ale.  I  will  go  no  further. 
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I  cannot  venture  my  neck  for  that,  Sir- —  but  four 
hundred  I  will  e’en  take,  and  not  c  ne  pennfljGefs. 

Well,  I  will  not  have  words  with  you:  ’M  is  agreed. 
I-will  be  ptin'CUiftl  to  your  directions  ;  and  when  I 
deliver  the  inftiuments  for  fignm^,  will  have  a  bond 
ready  to  me  for  my  gratification  —  which  you  (hall 
acknowledge  before  witnefles  to  be  a  valuable  conii- 
deration,  by  receiving  the  fum  from  me  in  their  pie- 
fence. 

Manage  all  that  as  ycu  pleafe. 

Sir,  your  moll  humble  lervant. 

Mr.  Attorney,  youds. 

A  pretty  fellow  this !  ore  after  my  own  heart :  The 
dog  was  a  moft  exacting  rafcal ;  but  I  was  foiced  to 
agree.  My  next  thought  was  after  acounfello?  as  com-1 
plving  as  my  attorney:  This  po:nt  was  more  difficult 

than  the  other - not  that  knaves  enough  were  not  to 

be  found  under  the  long  robe  ol  iniquity,*  but  acci¬ 
dentally  I  was  acquainted  wrth  none  :  But  jack  Stop- 
ford  (the  queer  fellow  you  may  remember  you  met  m 
my  (body,  who  talked  you  fick  of  Hoiace)  removed 
the  difficulty  at  once,  by  fwearing  he  would  perforate 
a  counfellcr,  and  deceive  the  old  dog,  and  all  his  re¬ 
lations.  I  accepted  his  offer,  and  am  new  ready  for 
the  firft  opportunity  that  offers,  to  be  perfuaded  by 
the  old  fellow’s  uigent  intreaties  to  accept  fifteen  hun¬ 
dred  a  year,  and  his  niece. 

In  the  mean  time  I  gain  ground  every  day  with 
Mifs  — She  thinks  me  the  moil  accoinpliihed,  bed 
dreffed  man  in  London,  becaufe  I  flatter  her  into  an 
opinion  that  fhe  is  precifely  that  among  the  women 
*— and  the  moft  extravagant  praife  x  can  belbow  fhe 
fca.cely  thinks  equal  to  her  deceits.  1  mult  in  lix 
months  c  tnfign  her  to  Mother  Gooch,  or  her  whole 
fortune,  lb  incumbered,  would  he  a  molt  horrid  al¬ 
ternative.  She  is  very  loving,  ttnd  grows  impatient 
/  for  our  wedding,  which  I  have  talked  of  to  her,  a 0 - o- 
lately  *vicz  <yerj<i  to  what  1  dui  to  tne  uncle. 

Soon  after  my  fettling  the  matters  of  law,  the  old 
fellow  pulhing  me  w’iu  luftic  eloquence  into  his  a- 

ycu  rite 
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Voui  :t e  fch.etne,  I  feenied  to  yield  a  little  to  him  ;  and 
e'vSer  '0  preserve  the  ground  he  thought  he  had 
g?  meo,  _  was  particularly  warm - I  recollected  royfelf 


on  a  iuuu?n — 


Zounds,  Mr.  Carter f  ore circumftance I  totally  for- 
I  muuid  difobhge  my  Lord  E.  forever  he 
le  my  near  relation,  and  I  have  great  expectations  from 
nui.  me  wu  ailovv  me  to  marry  nothing  under  qua- 

Odds  bobs !  ~~  That’s  mighty  ftrange.  Fif  ecn 
hundred  a  year,  Mr.  ffdgfertori ! 

I  e  y  title,  Mr.  Carter  but  un’c.T  cv-C’y  rhh:'T 
yras  managed  very-  privately,  ami  all  over  without  ha 

Kaov/wege,  would  never  do - When  the  buil- 

neh  was  done,  and  could  ,not  he  undone,  he  might 

TA  r>IT*Q  tf  J  O 
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and  agreed  to 
I  VclH  him  I 


pi  <vite,y  as  ycil  pleafe,  Hdccrton  ■  * 
it  ns  von  like.  * 

,  I  then  ftrucfcm  w'th  the  old  fool  — 
tie  marriage  with  feenrbjg  reluctance, 
would  feud  cdunfelfor  Stepfcrd,  a  lawyer  of  very  a, 'eat 
atmmence  to  receive  the  neefflary  papers  (a  chert  of 
whicn  he  had  wrote  for  out  of.  the  count  v)  and  put 
into  his  bancs  tne  pro;  er  particulais  of  my  fortune-, 
am.  %6ced,  t.,nt  tu'e  CounieHor  would  tell  him  at  orce 
then-ual  tettiements  in  all  cafes.  He  was  perfectly 
latistiec,  oefired  to  fee  Mr.  Stopford  diieftly,  and  ail 
matters,  he  doubted  not,  would  be  fpeculy  fettled 
“ttsjydiom  Stopfotd,  arrayed  in  fcieritilic  garb, 
w,-;1  vo!u'5  i;r7  of  tongue,  uttered  a  deh-ge  of  nonfer/e 
FT”  ai‘  was  read  learning  and  law  :  Mer.ilt  received 
"*V"  -eC  mns,  and  is  at  piefent  employed  :’n  earnin'* 

;  ::e  :  dot  hcrni:  ed.  The  middle  of  next  month  I  am  t  o 
t  e  '.tali':.)  f  tne  old  fellow  in  r'-e  mean  time  teepic-* 

m.tg;  ;y  nulhand  dole - and  hugs  him feliT  Wait 

iirt he  nlea  of  his  excellent  man  gemei.t  in  catcfcir* 
me  f  r  ins  niece.  You  tee  my  all  airs  bear  a  blooming 
countenance  Spite  of  fortune  I  mu  ft  fucceed  —  Nu- 


t 


■U 


1 1  ff  y  TO 


prevent 


-  Ac  if  CO . 


Yours, 

'  R.  Ed  G  J,  RTO  NT 


LET- 
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L  ETT  E  R  XVII. 

Mils  Herv.e  y  to  JVlifs  Ch  et  v  yn. 

>T7’  OUR  RR  letter  makes  me  impatient  for  another 

I  - -impatient  through  fpite—  fori  xhinlz  1  jharj 

fift  out  of  it,  that  this  new  brother  lodger,  this  mufical 
gentleman,  will  fiddle  himfelf  into  your  good  opinion 
—  I  wifh  he  may  plague  you  for  n  few  flrokes  of  affec¬ 
tation  I  think  I  fee  in  your  letter.  You  knew  I  am 
very  keen  lighted  at  the  faults  of  my  friends!  A  referr¬ 
ed  nan  too - it  will  certainly  be  jo. 

Now,  my  d  eared,  I  am  the  very  reverfe  of  you 

- for  I  know  well  you  would  deny  every  thing  of  the 

matter,  if  it  was  all  that  J  prcdidl- - out  of  bafhfuj- 

nefis  forfooth  ! - which  is  what  1  have  no  idea  of 

among  friends  •  and  as  a  proof,  you  mu  ft  know,  I  have 

anew  admirer:  A  very  gallant - Tightly  fort  of  a 

man - much  fuch  an  one  as  -  let  me  fee _ -But 

you  fli all  hear — ~- 

JVIy  father  went  into  Kent,  for  a  few  days,  on  a 

vifit  to  his  old  friend  Mr.  Sinclair - The  fon  was 

at  home,  not  long  fince  arrived  from  his  travels.  My 
father  liked  his  appearance  and  copyerfation,  and. I 
dare  fwear,  thought  of  him  immediately  as  one  he 
could  wi/K  was  my  hufoand —That,  you  know,  is 
like  him  — he  is  naturally  a  great  match-maker ;  and 
befides,  I  know  is  ridiculous  enough  ,to  want  to  have 
me  well  married,  as  the  cant  phrafe  is.  Young  Sin¬ 
clair  defigned  a  journey  into  Northamptonfhire  on  fome 

bufinefs  of  his  father’s - my  father  purpofesone 

too;  fo  he  invited  him  to  fpend  n  week  at  our  houfie 
in  town;  and  then  they  are  to  take  the  journey  toge- 
tijer— - and  here  he  is,  ftrange  as  it  would  gene¬ 

rally  feem,  with  my  good  opinion  as  well  as  my  father’s. 
He  is  about  twenty-fix  years  of  age - a  perfon  ra¬ 

ther  flately  for  a  young  man,  but  very  well  made,  and 
graceful  in  his  motions.  His  face  not  bandfeme,  hut 
his  countenance  exceeding  fenfible.  He  is  neither 

con* 
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conceited  in  his  converfation,  nor  toppilTi  in  his  drefs 
—  has  no  wit,  hut  many  of  thofe  little  spirited  llroLes 
of  defcription  and  raillery  which  fomeiimes  make  one 
think  him  witty,  for  want  of  carefully  dill inguhlnng 
between  what  is  really  wit  —  or  only  quick  remarks  of 
good  fenfe.  His  conveifation  is  to  n  .e  entertaining 
—and,  in  fine,  I  like  the  man  hecaufe  he  is  exceeding 
good  natuved. 

*  *  *  * 

I  have  had  a  converfation  with  Mr.  Sinclair,  which  I 
think  you  would  not  have  difjiked  hearing;  and  that 
is  fuihcient  re  a  ion  with  me  for  writing  it.  I  was  afk- 
ing  him  lev  era]  queilions  concerning  the  manners  and 
way  of  living  a.t  three  or 'four  places,  where  he  had 
redded.  He  laid  he  never  fpent  his  time  fo  agreeably 
any  where  as  at  Rome  ;  he  was  ther-c  greatly  entertain¬ 
ed  with  all  kinds  of  productions  of  the  fine  arts  — and 
was  in  no  want  of  agreeable  converfation. 

I  friDpofe,  Sir,  you  chiefly  cultivated  an  acquain¬ 
ts  nee  w i th(  the  i nhabitant s  ? 

That,  madam,  was  principally  my  aim  thelafh  time 
I  was  at  Rome  ;  but  when  1  was  there  in  my  way  to 
Naples,  I  was  fo  intimately  acquainted  with, an  Englifh 
gentleman,  one  Mr,  C  hetwyn - 

Mr.  Chetwyn,  Sir  l - May  I  beg  the  favour  of 

his  chrillian  name  ? 

Philip,  Madam - —He  has,  ftnee,  lam  inform¬ 

ed,  received  a  Baronet’s  title  from  the  Crown/  I  had 
the. want  of  no  foreign  acquaintance,  while  I  had  the 
-pjeafure  of  his. 

Have  you  been  long  acquainted  with  him,  Sir  ? 

I  full:  knew  him  in  Italy,  and  lor  iome  time  corref- 

ponded  with , him  after  we  parted  - rbut  I  have  not 

of  a  long  time  received  a  letter  from  him.  I  had  a  lit¬ 
tle  difference  with  one  Captain  Forretter,  an  intimate 
of  his,  and  I  fear  through  his  influence  he  has  not 
fince  been  cordial  to  me. 

Do, you  know  any  thing  qf  that  Captain  Forrefter, 

Sir  ? 
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Ail  I  know  further  of  him  is  only  on  report;  that 
he  has  ftnee  returned  home,  and  met  with  fome  pro¬ 
motion  in  his  profellion.  I  have  a  very  ill  opinion  of 
him  ;  and  was  always  greatly  furprized  at' my  friend 
Mr.  Chetwyn’s  being  fo  intimate  with  him.  By  your 
enquiries,  Madam,  it  iliould  feem  that  you  know 
fomething  of  thefe  two  gentlemen. 

I  know  them  well,  Sir:  and  have  great  reafon  to 
believe  your  opinion  of  them  both  very  juft. 

Is  Sir  Philip  in  England  at  prefent,  Madam? 

No,  Sir.  He  is  in  North  America - -  (Iran pel v 

htuated. 

He  enquired  particularly  of  the  adventure  nwl  T 
told  him  what  I  knew. 

It  is  extremely  odd,  Madam,  that  he  fhould  be  fo 
defirous  to  remain  in  private  fo  long:  if  he  has  fallen 
in  love  with  any  lady  he  has  accidentally  happened  to 
meet  with,  it  is  very  ftrange  he  does  nor  bring  her 
with  him  to  England,  or  aMcaft  to  the  fociety  of  his 

fatherand  lifter - 1  am  unhappy  in  not  fmdinp- 

him  in  England,  for,  notwithftanding  his  old  coldnefq 
I  would  have  renewed  the  acquaintance,  had  lie  been 
out  of  the  trammels  of  Mr.  Forrefter  ;  for  I  am  fully 
convinced  that  he  is  a  very  worthy,  deserving  man. 

I  wnli,  .Mr.  Sinclair,  you  was  acquainted  with  him 
enough  to  correfpond,  for  I  have  a  great  Curiofity  to 
know  the  real  cafe  of  the  fair  Incognita. 

He  replied,  that  he  had  fome  thoughts  of  doing  it, 
as  poftibly  his  friend  would  take  the  remembrance  ktnd- 
ly.  _  He  determined  on  it,  and  I  inclofed  his  letter, 
which  pleaie  to  forwaiu  to  your  brother’s  hermitage 
as  foon  as  you  can.  I  molt  heartily  wiili  he  may  an- 
fwer  it. 


* 


* 


Ecigcrton  goes  on  in  his  plot  againft  the  Carters 

briikly.  He  is  ever  at  their  lodgings - the  old  fellow 

idolizes  him - -if  I  do  not  play  my  king  cf  trumps  on 

him  at  the  critical  moment,  the  villain  will  have  two 
wives;  for  I  have  no  doubt  of  his  carrying  Ifs  point 
with  Mifs.  But  of  late  I  don’t  hear  fo  much  of  him, 
Vol.  II.  B  which 
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which  makes  me  fufpeft  he  is  a  little  private — but  be 
he  as  cunning  as  the  devil,  I  will  open  in  good  time 
upon  him  to  his  mortal  confufion. — 

Adieu,  my  dearell-  Let  me  hear  from  you  as  icon 
as  the  vile  diftance  between  us  will  permit  — and  don’t 
be  too  lhort  when  you  fpeak  of  the  fpark  that  plays  a 
good  violin. 

C.  He  rv  e  y 


f/r 
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LETTER  XVIII. 

Sir  Ph'lip  Chet  wyn  to  Mr.  Sinclair. 

&  Y  dear  Sinclair,  vour  letter,  fo  ageeably  une:- 
IVl  pe&ed  a  vifitant,  gave  methegiea  e  t  pleafure  : 
and  is  a  ftrong  proof,  after  the  negledl  I  have  oeeii 
gui  t /  of  in  leaving  feveral  of  your  le.ters  unanfwered, 
tiiat  you  are  a  truly  valuable  friend  indeed — a  friend, 
who,  without  an  affedted  legard,  or  a  petulant  capti- 
oufnefs,  perftft  s  in  aiming  at  a  renewal  of  an  old  cor- 
rTpondence  with  a  mm  every  way  unworthy  fuch  at¬ 
tention.  It  gives  me  the  greateft  pleafure  10  find  (for 
I  fee  it  plainly  in  your  letter)  that  you  are  (till  the  eafy, 
g  )od  humoured,  fenfible  Englifhman  1  fpent  io  mai  y 
agreeable  hours  with  in  Italy.  I  with  you  may  recog” 
n;ze  ms  in  my  letter — for  people,  in  general,  like  their 
f  iends  chan<jin2  neither  for  the  belter  nor  world. 
Depend  upon  ir,  in  one  circumftance,  1  am  juft  w  hat 
you  left  ne  —  a  moft  fin  cere  and  hearty  v.  el  1-vvi  liter  to 
you  in  every  firuation  in  life. 

My  adventure  here  is  lingular  enough - -  1 - 

[Here  Sir  Eh.Lp  Chet  wyn  writes  his  friend  tie 
mod  material  c  ire  urn  fiances  oj  his  abode  in  America  j 
and  then  proceeds. 

You  fee,  nfy  dear  Harry,  with  what  potent  chnins  I 
am  bound  tothefe  pleafing,  hofpitable  woods.  Iha\e 
had  the  peculiar  fortune  to  meet  with  a  woman  infi¬ 
nitely  valunble  in  every  refpedt,  and  who  polTefTec  ny 
w  hole  foul  in  all  the  tics  cf  warmed  aifeftion.  Y  u 
obferve  how  excellively  flic  is  againft  my  moving  her 

into  the  common  fociety  of  the  world - uoiwith* 

ftandhig  my  happinefs  rolls  fo  immediately  on  having 
the  opportunity  of  being  able  to  call  her  mine  for 

ever - 1  am  determined  to  marry  her,  the  moment  [ 

can  perfuade  her  to  leave  her  retirement - merely 

lor  that  purpofe.  I  would  give  her  a  folemn  promile 
to  return  with  her  immediately  after  the  bufiriefs  was 
done:  fori  mud  own  I  am  quite  in  love  with  the 

B  2  pleafing 
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pleafing  fimplicity  of  the  life  I  lead  here  :  Every  thing 
concurs  to  lender  it  greatly  agreeable  ;  a  conftant  eafi- 
t  els  and  lerenity  of  mind,  with  perfeft  health  of  body 
-the  company  of  the  woman  I  love - a  charming 


cli 


mate- 


fweet 


.  What  more  but  the  ad- 

'Otioa  o { 'wife  to  the  whole,  can  be  wanting  to  make 
happy  ?  -  ana  then  the  iociety  of  a  friend  now 

then,  as  often  as  ag  eeable  to  him,  to  make  me 

completely  lb — I  mint  manage  it - i  cannot  reft 

v/Jhioui  br\ngirg  thefe  points,  lo  latislabtory  to  my 
de  fires,  to  bear  immediately,  ii  any  human  perfuafioiis 


<  an  influence  my  Emmera. 
•*-  % 


% 


% 


h/fy  fair  friend,  being  remarkably  ch earful  and  e-afy 
ttiio  morning,  1  took  the  opportunity  iodide  impercep¬ 
tibly  into  my  ftnt.  After  a  little  converfation  on  th© 

fubjedt  of  her  father's  Narrative. - 

Your  arguments,  Mr.  Chetwyn,  ia  favour  of  the 
\vorlo,  I  mull  cordider  as  prejudiced— natural,  indeed, 
in  a  penon  bred  up  in  it,  but  not  of  force  to  one  whe 
has  no  prejudices- - - 

My  taireft  Emmera,  you  have  a  keen  eye  at  my 
prejudices  in  favour  of  the  world,  but  are  totally  blind 

to  your  own  and  your  father’s  againft  it - 

A;Iy  fatner  lurely  cannot  be  laid  to  be  prejudiced 
*7™  he  determined  after  long  and  variety  of  expe¬ 
rience. 

True j  he  did  fo — but  recollect  his  conduct,  my 
deareft  Emmeia,  and  judge  impartially  whether  an 
eftimate  of  the  world  in  general  is  to  be  formed  from 
the  lire  of  a  fingle  man,  who  me;  with  many  misfor¬ 
tunes  brought  on  himfelf  for  want  of  being  introduced 
into  it  to  advantage. 

I  limk  of  the  villainy  he  met  with.  Can  any  per¬ 
son  on  their  entrance  into  the  world  be  fully  fecurc 
that  they  ihall  not  be  deceived?  It  would  be  ridicu- 
ious  to  offert  it. 

Certainly.  And  fo  young  a  man  as  he  was— fo 
iiTrocniced,  would  be  a  very  extraordinary  one  to  ef- 
cape.  Mark,  my  Emmera,  his  fetting  out;  under 

the 
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the  Aauipicious  influence  cf  parents  who  loved  him 
not :  In  a  profefhon  cf  all  ethers  the  moll  expenfive, 
with  not  half  a  fuficiency  of  income — —The  necef- 
tary  confequence  was  numerous  debts  that  proved  his 
rum.  Who  could  wonder  at  his  conduct fo  young  and 
among  fuch  company  !  All  his  misfortunes  arc  to  be 
laid  to  his  father’s  management. 

II  is  lather  was  but  one  link  of  a  chain  of  knaves 

► - But  fee  the  variety  he  met  with  during  his  wh  le 

reiidence  in  England  !  Did  the  father  corrupt  all  that 
let  of  people  and  make  them  villains,  that  they  might 
cieftroy  his  fon  ? 

The  lofs  ofliis  wife  was  one  of  tho  'e  flrokesof  1  ature?. 
which  no  region,  no  clime  can  he  exempted  <  m. 
The  woods  of  America  are  equally  within  the  domi¬ 
nions  oh  death,  as  the  moft  vicious  country  upon  earih. 

1  he  vile  character  cf  his  fir  It  wile  ought  to  have  de 

•  •  «  O 

ternnned  him  from  the  union- - hut  his  gnorance  cf 

that  character  was  an  imprudence  net  owing  to  the 

world,  but  him Tlf - —and  all  his  imprifonments,and 

the  variety  cf  wee  he  met  with  in  them,  weic  lovely 
owing  to  a  want  cf  affection  in  his  father  at  firft,  in  not 
fetting  him  into  life  with  an  income  equal  to  his 
ffatio.i. 

That  proves  at  oree  then,  that  his  happfnefs,  after 
his  introduction  into  life,  was  depending,  in  a  great 
meafure,  on  his  income — — 

Dcubtlefs ! 

Now,  if  human  happinefs  can  depend  at  a’l  or  any 

particular  poffeffion - its  continuance  inuii  dot  end 

on  tiie  (lability  oh  fuch  poffeffion. 

Penedtly  well  argued,  my  E  miner  a. 

Now,  Mr.  Chetwyn,  What  is  the  liability  of  riches? 
'••  hat  the  certainty  cf  a  moderate  fortune? 

In  England,  very  g  eat. 

Pray  have  you  an  eftalc  in  England? 

A  very  good  one. 

Is  it  fettled  ? 

On  my  children. 
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Shall  you  think  your  children  imprudent  in  truftinS 
to  that  fettlement  ? 

No.  •  #  .. 

Should  you  think  of  bringing  one  fon  up  a  black- 
fmith,  and  another  a  carpenter,  left  that  fettlement 
Should  be  falfe? 

By  no  means. 

"Yet  you  know  this  was  precifely  my  father’s  cafe, 
and  we  have  reafon  to  believe  the  right  was  his — and 
had  his  eftate  come  to  him,  his  debts  would  net  have 
been  of  confequence. 

I  agree  to  what  you  fay.  But,  my  Emmera,  unlefs 
one  was  better  acquainted  wbh  the  circumftances  of 
that  affair,  it  is  impolfible  to  judge  clearly  of  it. 

Oh!  Mr.  Chetwyn,  that’s  a  mere  evafion  :  You 
fee  plain  enough  that  my  father  had  a  right  to  the  ei- 
tate,  but  a  rafeal  left  it  to  another  perfon,  who  had 
money  enough  to  fupport  a  law-fuit ;  and  it  is  alfo 
yery  evident  that  without  money,  right  is  of  no  figm- 
ficance.  Now  can  any  young  man  allure  liimfelf  that 
he  ill  all  really  inherit  his  right,  if  his  relations  prove 
knaves.  Or  can  he  affine  himfeff  that  his  fuppofed 

xiaht  is  really  fuch - that  the  law  will  not  find  a  flaw 

in  his  title  •  and  when  he  has  been  brought  up  with 
the  expectation  of  an  ample  fortune,  on  a  ludden  be 
Jeff  in  the  jaws  of  poverty  ?  May  I  not  on  fuch  foun¬ 
dations  affert,  that  there  is  no  liability  in  riches  ? 

_ you  juft  now  allowed  that  happinefs  in  the  world 

depended  on  a  mans  income  'The  imcrence  is 

very  plain. -  .  ,  n 

My  faireft  difputant,  I  am  amazed  at  the  ihrewri- 

nefs  of  your  argument - it  favours  much  more  oithe 

world  than  this  retirement :  But  there  is  one  general 
anfwer  to  all  reafoning,  deduced  ucra  fingie  in  ft  ances. 

_ _ Obferve  the  general  ccnduCt  of  human  life:  Do 

vou  commonly  lee  misfortunes  fading  on  men,  v>  hen 
once  thev  are  properly  introduced  into  the  Oj  id 

_ _ that  may  not  eafily  be  traced  to  their  c  tufes  in 

their  own  imprudence  ?  So  confined  a  view  as  of  one 
man  only,  can  never  give  an  idea  cl  that  general  snd 

V  U’l  1  (* 
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wife  (Economy  in  which  the  Deity  di. poles  our  fu b lu¬ 
nar  y  affairs. 

I  am  aftonifh’d,  Mr.  Chetwyn,  at  tie  fophiftry  of 
your  arguments.  You  yourfelf  allowed  that  happi- 

nefs  in  the  world  depended  on  riches - -  Nothing  will 

bear  a  ftronger  proof  than  the  inlfabiiity  of  riches. 

- You  mu  ft  like  wife  allow,  that  in  fodety,  a  man 

is  furrounded  by  millions  of  temptations - by  the 

piactifers  of  all  kinds  of  vices - open  to  the  attacks 

of  envy,  hatred,  malice,  hipocrify  and  deceit  and  what 
may,  perhaps,  be  as  dangerous,  expofed,  through  a' 
becoming  ingenuoufnefs  and  generofity  of  foul,  to  the 
artful  practices  of  men,  wanting  in  every  virtue  of  the 
mind,  who  are  ever  ready  to  enfnare  ail  that  are  bet* 
ter  than  themfelves,  and  turn  their  very  excellencies 
to  their  ruin. 

My  deareix  Emmera,  you  take  great  advantages  of 
my  aifertion,  that  our  happinefs  depends,  in  a  good 
mcafure,  on  having  a  competent  income—^ —  but  you 
fliould  remember,  that  by  a  competencyl  mean  enough 
to  fuport  a  man  in  the  manner  he  has  been  brought 
up — — or  in  the  manner  his  moderation  m  y  fubmit 

to- - You  fee  your  father  felt  no  unhappinefs  for 

want  of  money,  while  he  was  a  day-labourer  in 
England. 

You  can  only  Hate  that  queftion  fail ly ,  by  com¬ 
paring  him  a  labourer  in  England  to  a  reclufe  in  this 
retirement.  Was  he  as  happy  in  the  firil  as  the  laft  ? 
Was  he  here  open  to  the  wretched  misfortune  of  a  le¬ 
gacy  of  law?  Suppofe  a  fit  of  illnefs,  from  whence 
was  his  fubfiftence  to  come  —  from  whence  his  rent  ? 
W  as  he  here  the  fervant  of  a  capricious,  pafiionate, 
worthlefs  man! - What  a  companion! 

Well,  my  dearefl:  Emmera,  I  have  one  argument  in 
referve  which  will  admit  of  no  contradiction.  I  have 
in  England  a  good  eftate — have  been  in  P&j[)eJfion  fomc 
years  — am  well  able  to  defend  it,  on  your  principle 
of  the  worthleffncfs  of  the  world. 

A  molt  fpeaking  argument  in  the  world,  Mr.  Chet¬ 
wyn,  but  not  to  me.  I  never  knew  but  two  people, 

my 
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my  father  and  you— One  after  a  long  life  decided  again  ft 

the  world - the  other,  a  young  man  fcarcely  arrived 

at  it,  is  of  another  opinion:  Myfelfhave  experienced 
the  retired  life,  and  find  it  as  agreeable  as  I  can  whh  : 
Now,  fhould  I  not  be  a  weak  creature  indeed  to  give 
up  my  experience  of  what  I  know,  in  favour  of  what 

I  know  not - and  liften  to  the  experience  to  change 

a  life  with  which  I  am  fatisfied,  for  one  I  know  no¬ 
thing  of,  on  the  recommendation  ofavoung  man,  and 
contrary  to  the  advice  of  my  father,  who  experienced 
both  ?  1 

My  d  eareil  Emmera,  mi  (take  me  not - 1  am  vin¬ 
dicating  the  world,  not  recommending  it  to  you - I 

wiili  for  nothing  more  than  to  live  with  you  here  in  the 
tender  ties - 

I  was  juft  advancing  to  the  favourite  part  of  my 
fcheme,  when  die  rofe  up,  and  ft  opt  my  proceeding 
—  —  \  ou  fee  wnat  fenfe  and  power  of  argument  1 

have  to  combat  with  ;  die  foils  me  in  every  thing,  till 
I  am  quite  in  aftonidiment  at  her  underftandL*?. 

Bin  I  me  ft  not  expert  my  friend  can  be  prejudiced, 
like  me,  in  favour  efmymiftrefs,  and  of  courfe  this 
letter  is  filled  enough  with  her.  And  having  no  other 
fubjedt  in  my  mind,  I  have  the  honefty  to"  fuller  no 
other  to  flow  from  my  pen.  Adieu. 

I  remain,  &c. 

P.  Che  twin. 

P.  S.  I  have  correfponded  fome  time  with  Forref 
ter,  but  have  of  late  rece  ved  fuch  trifling,  ft  r  a  rare 
anfwers,  that  I  have  at  prefent  no  great  cependance on 
his  frienddiip.  Tell  me  if  you  have  feen  him. 


LETTER  XIX. 

Mr.  Edgerton  to  Colonel  Forrester, 


HEAVEN  at  iall  fmiles  upon  me,  my  friend 
- benignly  fmilesi  and  icon  fhall  I  be  extri¬ 
cated  from  all  the  knaves  and  villains  with  whom  I 
have  been  fo  damnably  incumbered.  Could  I  but 
give  them  one  kick,  and  whirl  them  fwdt  to  hell, 
’twould  be  a  glorious  ftroke - Wife  and  all!- — Fif¬ 
teen  hundred  a  year !  Admirable  fport ! - The  change 

in  my  circumfianceS  will  be  capital- - and  you  may 

congratulate  me  cn  the  faff,  for  it  is  now  pail  an  un¬ 
certainty.  Ail  matters  of  law  and  fettlements  have 
fucceeded  to  my  with,  and  I  have  propofed  to  the 
old  fellow,  that  the  marriage  may  be  folemnifed  at  hi* 
feat  in  Buckinghamshire,  which  he  agreed  to  with, 
great  pleafure,  as  that  will  give  him  a  glorious  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  making  all  his  tenants  and  the  village  capi¬ 
tally  drunk.  The  journey  is  fixed.  Mifs  a  1110ft  ea- 

fy ,  complying  flame - * 

*  *  3K 

Rickfivetly  Bucks. 

We  are  anived-^ - a  vile  jangling  of  bells  and  drunk¬ 

en  halloos  at  our  coming.  Before  i.  left  town,  1  had 
a  meeting  of  a  parcel  of  my  principal  creditors  — —  they 

aie  the  v Heft  vermin  exifling - gave  in  the  amount 

of  their  demands,  and  fwore  pofitively  they  would  not 

fray  a  week  for  their  money  after  I  was  married  r - 1 

gave  them  plenty  of  affurances,  and  fo  took  my  leave. 
Yeflerday  the  old  Don  took  me  a  three  hours  ride 

over  fome  of  my  wife  elett’s  farms- - a  tolerable 

country—-  but  the  farms  in  fpecial  order  and  repair, 
and  a  fine  parcel  of  beech  and  oak,  which  will,  with 
a  little  hewing  and  fawing,  give  a  flow  of  cafh  that 
commands  admirable  enjoyments.  “  Fine  trees! 

- Venerable  groves.” -  Ridiculous  rubbifh  ! 

Cafh,  women  and  wine !  there  are  the  pleafuces  of 

this  world - Look  on  one  fide  at  what  what  fuch 

people 


people  cp.ll  a  glorious  oak - a  noble  beech _ a 

proa.gicus  eha  -  Turn  on  the  other,  and  fee  a  purfe 

“ V  §oki~“  an§el'c  g'rl  a  bottle  of  delicious  bur- 

ClF  '  V  ’.re  is  the  comfari  01  ?. -  « uch  dctefi- 

hbie  ciulinefs  is  fitter  nought  but  mechanics. 

*  -*■  ^ 
hi}' _  [pints  are  nobly  exhilarated,  and  with  reafon 
Hus  is  a  letter  of  fnips  and  patches— but  I 
vaiae  you  as  a  friend,  and  know  you  intcrefl  yourfelf 

accordingly  in  what  concerns  me - To-morrow  is 

the  day  —  Fifteen  hundred  a  year !  Huzza  ! _ 


ft. 


& 
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hell  and  confufion  i&iztr  me!  May  all  this  damna¬ 
ble  globe  of  villainy  and  deceit  perilh  this  hour — de¬ 
tectable,  horrible  hour  ! - -But,  bv  all  the  Gods  I’ll 

be  reveng’d  — cuddly  reveng’d/ if  I  perifh  in  the 

attempt— Defeated  — -  blown  up - ruin’d —  flying 

fiom  a  prifon  — -  in  the  jaws  of  knaves!  Confu- 
fion  f  ' 
her! 


!2e  her  ! - May  the  b  lac  fie  ft  perdition  fefze 


■tic 


ft 
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blere,  J  think,  I  am  tolerably  fiafe - 1  have  rode 

bke  the  devil  to  get  clear  from  all  knowledge. - if 

one  of  a  hundred  knaves  difeovers  me,  I  am°in  a  pri¬ 
fon  lor  life.  Jr  1  can  command  my  fipirits  for  a  few 
minutes,  I  will  give  you  feme  idea  of  the  damn’d  trick 

1  have  been  ferved - But  revenge,  if  I  live,  fhali 

follow. 


i  ne  morning  or  that  day,  which  I  expefted  would 
complete  my  fcheme,  and  raife  me  to  the  pinnacle  of 
*j::y  willies,  was  inhered  in  with  every  demonfl ration 
of  joy  :  In  the  forenoon  fome  Grangers  accidentally  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  village  inn,  lent  their  compliments  to  Mr. 
Carter,  and  hearing  that  a  wedding  was  that  day  to  be 
celebrated,  begg’d  leave  to  be  permitted  to  attend  at 
church  with  the  bride  and  bridegroom.  I  thought  this 
a  veryjl range  meffage  •  but  the  old  fellow,  in  the  ful- 
nefs  or  his  heart,  return’d  for  anfwer,  By  all  means,  and 
de fired  their  company  at  the  hall  to  fiiaie  in  the  Fefbivi- 
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t y  of  the  day.  When  the  coaches  arrived  at  the  church 
I  faw  two  gentlemen  and  two  ladies  coming  from  the 
inn,  but  the  diftance  was  too  great  to  diftinguifh  whe¬ 
ther  I  knew  them.  Juft  before  the  ceremony  was 
performed,  they  came  up,  and  paid  their  compliments 
to  us,  when  I  was  greatly  furprifed  to  find  one  of  the 

ladies  was  Mil's  Hervey  ! - A  hidden  chillnefs  ofap- 

prehenfion  ran  through  my  foul.  I  knew  nothin^of 
the  reft.  '  6 

The  clergyman  of  the  parifh  began  the  ceremony, 
but  was  almoft  immediately  interrupted  by  that  devil 

of  a  vixen - “  Hold,  Sir - On  lawful  grounds, 

I  forbid  your  procecdhig  in  this  facred  ceremony,  fo 

facrilegioufly  abufed.” - -The  parfon  ftared— Hopp’d 

— — and  looking  at  me - 

Pray,  madam,  faid  I,  what  do  you  mean  by  this 
piece  of  infolence  ? 

Mean,  Sir  ?  (fmiling  with  a  damnation  fneer)  f 
mean  that  you  fliould  not  be  in  lo  great  a  hurry  to 
marry  a  new  wife,  before  you  get  rid  of  an  old  one.— 

An  old  one! - What  does  the  fool  mean  ?  Pro¬ 

ceed,  Dodtor,  in  the  ceremony:  This  is  a  young  lady 

I  have  forae  knowledge  of - (half  <vohifpering  him) 

a  caft  miftrefs! — jealoufy  and  envy— that’s  all 
- Proceed,  Sir - 

Pitiful  meannefs  J — Your  falftioods  will  not  avail 
you  now — He  has  a  wife  living,  Sir- - - 

Very  ftrange!  faid  the  parfon. 

Odds  bobs,  faid  the  old  fellow — another  wife!  why 
how’s  this,  Mr.  Edgerton  ? 

A  mea  tale  ft  he  girl  s  mad.  My  wife,  you  know, 
Mr.  Carter,  was  dead  before  you  knew  me. 

Why  fo  I  think- - True - You  faid,  as 

how -  * 

As  how— you  fool — faid  the  young  devil— The  mat¬ 
ter  is  as  how— that  you  are  deceived— that  Edgerton 
is  a  villain— that  his  wife  is  alive,  and  that  I  will  open 
fuen  a  feene  of  villainy  as  will  amaze  you. 

This  ridiculous  jargon  of  lies  and  falfity  muft  furcly 
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convince  ye  all  that  the  creature’s  mad.  DoGor,  pro¬ 
ceed — I  will  not  he  put  off  by  fucha  piece  of  knavery. 

Here  is  no  proof  brought,  I  mu  ft  own,  Sir.— Mr. 
Carter,  do  you  approve  my  going  on  ? 

Why,  as  long  as  you  fay  there  is  no  proof— and 
yet,  Mifs  Hervey’s  a  lady  I  knew  at  London — but  as 
there’s  no  proof— Why — why — e’en  go  on. 

The  parfon  obey ’4 — upon  which  minx  put  on  a 
moll  alTured  look,  and  beckoning  the  lady  with  her  to 
advance  towards  us— fhe  turned  to  me'- - “  Pro¬ 
ceed,  villain,  at  your  peril”- - The  perfon  flopp’d 

again  — She  then  went  on — “  You  continue  to  affert 
you  have  not  a  wife  already  ?” 

I  pofitively  do. 

Then  to  your  confufion  ! - Saying  thefe  words 

with  the  voice  of  a  fiend,  fhe  lifted  her  hand  Tideways, 
and  giving  a  pull  at  the  lady’s  back  who  flood  by  her, 
off  flew  her  bonnet,  and  full  before  me  flood — hell  in 
her  eyes,  and  vengeance  in  her  foul — my  wife! — I 

darted  backwards,  as  if  I  had  feen  the  devil - — Had 

all  his  imps  with  fiery  daggers  made  pafles  at  my  heart, 

1  could  not  have  been  more  confounded  - - —  a  paufe 

of  horror  dopp’d  for  fome  time  my  Speech — but  re¬ 
covering  my  aftonidiment,  I  recollected  myfelf  enough 
to  fay, 

I  am  adonifb’d — Petrified  with  amazement  ? — Why, 
thou  drumpet,  after  my  giving  you  your  life — con¬ 
niving  at  your  theft — Is  this  the  return  ? —  -~— 

Wife.]  Admirable! — given  me  my  life! — Mark 
that- — — — f to  Mifs  Her^vey.) 

Mifs  H.]  This  lady  then  is  no  wife  of  yours  ? 

None.  She  was  once  r»y - but  I  will  not  affront 

the  Company  with  too  fevere  a  truth.  Mr.  Carter, 
here  is  fome  villainous  contrivance  againd  me.  In  two 
words,  the  cafe  is  this — With  diame  I  own  having 
once  a  commerce— a  criminal  commerce,  with  this 
woman — A  quarrel  afterwards  enfuing — die  left  my 
houfe  in  difgtid,  but  not  without  carrying  with  her 
fome  valuable  moveables,  which  I  miffing,  had  a  war¬ 
rant  to  apprehend  her — She  was  foon  in  my  power, 

*  but 
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but  I  was  moved  by  her  tears  and  interceffions,  and 
forgave  her  at  the  hazard  of  being  punifhed  myfelf. 
I  afterwards  heard  die  meditated  and  fwore  revenge 
—  but  could  not  imagine  any  other  perfon  would  be 
fed  need  by  her  fall  hoods,  to  enter  with  her  into  fuch 
a  fcheme  of  revenge  as  this. 

MS  if ?.]  Amazing! - and  have  you  the  aff.;- 

rancc  to  affert  this  tale  for  truth? 

Ob  lerve,  I  beg  you,  what  an  air  of  furprife  die  af- 

fumes - ‘How  well  ihe  carries  on  the  plot - All 

die  fays,  with  all  thefe  fine  airs,  are  precifely  what 
diemufc  feign  to  gain  credit. 

Carter. J  Why  that’s  very  true — A  fad  plot  in¬ 
deed  but,  you  baggage,  your  knavery  mu  ft  come 
on  t. 


Parfon.]  Mr.  Carter,  I  cannot  think  of  going  oa 
jvith  the  ceremony,  till  this  ftrange  affair  is  cleared  up. 

That  is  very  ridiculous - to  delay  it  merely  for  a 

nonfenfcal  tale  cf  a  cock  and  a  hull - a  mere  fai- 


hty. 


Wife. j  No  falfity,  villain  :  but  truth  itfelf — Clear 


as  a  noon-day  fun  fhall  it  break  upon  you,  and  fl line 
to  your  confufion.  Mr.  Carter,  be  not  fo  infatuated 
in  this  villain’s  favour — I  a  n  his  wife.  Delay  the 
111a  liage  at  lead  In  tendernefs  to  your  niece  I  have 
betrayed  him,  otherwife  the  action  he  is  about  well 
defer,  es  the  punifliment  the  law  awards. 

Carter.]  Odds,  bobs!  we'll  go  no  further  in  this 
fame  marriage  :  and  yet  his  pity  to  fpoil  fport  fo.  Ed- 
gerton,  you  are  a  fad  rafcai,  if  this  lady  is  your  wife. 
Mr.  Carter,  I  know  my  innocence  too  well  to  fear 

a  delay  • - The  ceremony  may  be  deferred - and  I 

will  convince  you  that  this  vile  woman  is  an  fmpoftor. 

We  then  moved  homewards  — - my  wife  eleCt  much 

in  the  dumps  at  the  delay.  I  faw  clear  enough  that  I 
mull  loon  be  blown  up,  and  therefore  wanted  nothing 
further  than  an  opportunity  to  move  off.  Befides,  [ 
liked  not  the  complexion  of  the  two  gentlemen  that 
attended  my  two  devils  ,  I  fufpeCted  them  to  be  bai¬ 
liffs,  and  half  recollected  one  of  their  faces.  Soon 
Vo  l.  II.  C  after 
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after  we  got  home  to  the  hall,  I  ordered  one  of  the 
grooms  to  faddle  and  bridle  my  horfe,  and  have  him 
at  the  back  gate  immediately — The  fellow  obeyed  with 
expedition  ;  for  I  told  him  if  he  was  not  two  minutes 
I  would  give  him  a  guinea — in  lefs  than  five  minutes  I 
was  at  the  gate— but  before  I  was  mounted,  up  came 
the  damn’d  bailiffs,  who  ran  at  my  bridle  to  hop  me, 
but  with  a  ibout  cane  in  my  hand  I  (truck  one  of  them 
fuch  a  blow  on  the  knuckles,  that  he  let  go  his  hold, 
and  off  I  rode  full  fpeed,  not  dcubtirg  an  immediate 
purfuit.  I  did  not  draw  bit  the  firft  five  and  twenty 
miles,  which  I  rode  in  lefs  than  two  hours.—  —'  I  then 
ftruck  acrofs  the  country  hither,  and  the  moment  a 
machine  palfes,  which  I  expedt  evesy  minute,  fhall 
let  off  for  London,  for  I  am  fo  damnably  reduced,. 

thar  a  chaife  is  above  my  pocket. - - 

&  »  *  * 

Guilford 


I  did  not  hop  one  hour  at  London,  well  knowing 
the  danger  of  being  feen  there ;  but  the  moment  the 
coach  arrived,  walked  a  bye  way  as  quick  as  poffible 
to  Wehminher-bridge,  which  eroding,  I  took  the 
Portfmouth  road,  defigning  to  get  up  again  on  the  firft 
machine  that  paffed  me,  which  I  accordingly  did,  and 

arrived  heie  ;  where  I  propofe  taking  breath  a  little - 

for  I  think  I  am  diffidently  cut  of  their  knowledge 
andxeach. 

Am  I  not  a  confounded  unfortunate  dog - To  he 


kick’d  down  in  this  vile  manner  (rom  the  top  of  all  my 
hopes— Oh  !  if  I  have  but  an  opportunity  to  grafp  re- 
—  but  I  mu  ft  away,  or  perdit'on  waits  me.* 

Adieu.  Yours, 

R.  E.d  g  £  r  t  o  n  . 
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LETTER  XX. 


Mifs  He r v e y  to  Mi IsChetw y n . 

Y  fciieme  ha-s  taken  effefl :  Edgerton  is  in  goal 

/JL - -  He  carried  on  his  plan  with  full -wing’d 

villainy  to  the  very  altar ;  there  his  wife  dilcovered 

herfelf - he  denied  her,  and  trumped  up  a  lie,  ac- 

cuiing  lier  of  theft,  and  having  been  a  proiti  ute — but 
guilt  lat  in  his  countenance  throned  in  aftonifhment 

- The  ceremony  was  flopp’d,  and  foon  after  the 

rafeal  mounted  his  horfe  and  rede  oft.  Nothing  could 

happen  more  unlucky - 1  had  procured  a.  bailiff  and 

one  of  his  creditors,  in  difguile,  to  attend  us,  that 

his  perfon  might  be  fecured - but  they  fcaicely  had 

miffed  him,  before,  on  running  out,  he  was  feen riding 
off  in  full  ipeed.  One  Merrill,  an  attorney,  foon 
dilcovered  him  to  be  at  Port! mouth,  where  he  arrefled 
him  for  four  hundred  pounds,  and  he  is  at  prefent  in 
jeopardy.  The  fellow  is  fa  great  a  villain,  that  he 
deferves  all  it  is  poffible  he  can  meet  with-'- — And,  I 
think,  he  (lands  a  very  good  chance  of  being  confined 
for  life ;  for  I  hear  Ids.  creditors  are  very  numerous, 
and  dreadfully  deceived,  fome  of  them  almolt  to  their 

ruin.  - - Mrs.  Edgerton,  to  fee ure  herfelf  from  his 

revenge  in  cafe  ii.nexpedfedJ^  he  fliould  efcape,  has 
(wore  the  peace  again!!  him :  So  I  think  we  have  con¬ 
cluded  the  affair  gallantly  and  cftedlually  to  the  cle- 
flruvlion  of  our  enemy.'" — I  took  the  opportuivty  cT 

my  father’s  abfence  to  execute  the  fciieme - and  my 

mother,  with  her  nfual  eafinefiq  made  but  few  en¬ 
quiries  concerning  my  jaunt, 

&  $  * 

My  father  and  Mr.  Sinclair  are  returned  together ; 
lie  has  promifed  to  fpend  a  few  days  longer  with  us 

- - which  I  am  glad  of,  for  I  mufl  think  him  a  very 

agreeable  man,  and  his  company  will  make  a  variety 
not  unentertaining:  He  is  a  violent  favourite  with  my 
father,  who  appears  to  have  the  liighcft  opinion  of 

C  z  his 
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Ins  mc’iit  and  unceruanding.  Don’t  immediately  out 
with  }  oil;  fulpicions  that  I  mutt  be  caught  with  a 
Prett7  h-Jlow,  becaufe  I  am  candid  enough  to  own, 

I  think  him  agreeable - -  It  is  impoffible  a  woman 

iliould  fall  in  love  with  a  man  that  makes  no  advances 
Affectation  fometimes  perfuades  them  to  believe 


to,  but  it  is  mere  forwardness.  I  have  too  much  price 
to  think  one  moment  tenderly  of  a  man  that  has  not 

j new  n  humedf  my  humbie  have  — - and  it  w ill  not  be 

t  iK.  talk  of  a  moment,  I  can  tell  him,  whoever  he  is, 
to  prejudice  me  in  his  favour. 

i  I  had  thrown  afide  this  paper  a.  week,  and  a  fit  of 
thinking-  has  again  induced  me  to  take  up  the  pen.  I 
have  lead  my  jail  paragraph  —  what  an  important 
one  !  Sucn  are  the  materials  of  my  letters  f  But  I  have 
told  you  often  enough ,  that  you  mult  take  the  dull 

—  the  iniipid - the  ftupid  in  me,  or  not  have 

the  well-whipt  cream  of  my  courtly  livelinefi 

1  his  IVir.  Sinclair  is  a  very  provoking  fellow.  He 

frays  another  week  ;  and  is - I  don’t  know  hew— to 

me  — would  perfuade  me  I  have  made  a  fure  con gu eft 

of  his  heart- - Does  not  tell  me  fo,  child - but  I 

read  it  in  h:s  eyes - his  manner - Ids - in  iliort 

- - But  I  won't  gratify  your  curiofity- - HI  ften 

here - toads  pofs.— —  1  iliould  run  into  a  very  live¬ 

ly  {train,  but  here’s  poor  Mrs.  Edgerton  fits  by  me  in  a 

doleful  queue - and  makes  me  melancholy  with 

her  leaden  looks.  She  talks  or  going  down  into  Devon- 

3 -hire  again - She  is  Shocked  at  the  horrible  Situation 

of  her  huihand,  and  yet  dreads  his  efcape,  for  die 
knows  his  revenge  would  immediately  bur  it  on  her 
head.  I  laugh  her  out  of  her  folly  as  much  as  lean 
— — notv/ith  ha  riding  my  being  well  allured  the  villain 
would  attempt  any  thing  to  gratify  his  revenge,  and 

rnyleif  would  be  an  object  as  well  as  his  wile. - 1 

begin,  however,  to  fufpedt  that  her  grief  has  more  of 

attestation  than  reality  in  it - not  from  any  incon- 

fiftency  in  her  behaviour  before  me,  but  from  acciden¬ 
tally  coming  upon  her  unfofefdcn  at  Mrs.  Hay’s  affem- 

Jbly 
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hly  the  ether  night- - —  She  was  in  high  fpirits  in  a 


corner,  with  two  gentlemen  by  her  of  a  fafhionable 
appearance,  laughing  with  great  vivacity,  and  feem- 
ingly  much  to  the’r  entertainment.  She  did  not  at 
fcrtl  obferve  my  coming  into  the  room;  when  fhe  fa w 
me,  ihe  was  druck  with  a  fomething  ofconfudon, 
which  die  wed  fhe  had  rather  the  rencountre  had  not 
happened.  And  now  it  occurs  to  my  attention  that 
die  is  a  wonderful  good  manager  in  money  matters ; 
for  I  know  from  her  own  mouth  that  her  certainties 

do  not  exceed  a  hundred  a  year - and  yet  her  pre- 

fent  way  of  living  bears  more  the  appearance  of  five* 
Don’t  immediately  tax  me  with  fcandalous  lufpicions' 
— — * — for  Heaven  knows,  I  would  not  wrong  her  in 

the  flighted  idea - but  for  the  life  of  me,  lean 

never  behold  the  mod  trifling  confufion  and  jealoufy  at 
being  feen  in  any  company,  without  fufpicion.  1  va¬ 
lue  her  company  greatly  ;  for  a  lively  and  mod  agree¬ 
able  companion  fhe  is ,  and  one  I  ihould  be  loth  to 
lofe. 

Adieu,  my  deared  :  J  conclude  this  ferap ,  impati¬ 
ent  for  a  letter  in  return  from  you. 

C.  He rvey, 
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LET  T 
Chet  w i n 


E  R  XXI. 
to  Mils  Bervey. 


YOU  fee,  my  deareft  Kitty,  that  I  never  wait  for 
your  letters  before  I  write  myfelf.  Such  punc¬ 
tilio  never  enters  my  thoughts — -  - — for  the  moment 
I  have  the  flightefb  fubjeCt  for  fix  lines,  they  are  imme¬ 
diately  committed  to  paper. 

I  mentioned  Mr.  Francis  coming  to  lodge  in  the 

fame  houie  with  us,  in  my  laft - but  I  could  not 

then  give  you  my  fentiments  concerning  him.  As  my 
father  and  him  have  been  very  intimate  fince,  I  can  now 
fpeak  a  little  further  of  what  appears  to  me  in  his  cha¬ 
racter.  Be  is  extremely  agreeable  and  fenfible,  and 

has  a  remarkable  good  judgment. - Indeed  the 

prudence  confpicuous  in  his  opinions,  as  they  appear 
in  converfation,  is  Unking.  My  father  fays  he  has 
feldom  met  with  a  man  of  his  years  that  was  better 

acquainted  with  the  woild - or  that  had  adopted 

more  juft  ideas.  When  he  pleafes  to  be  lively,  he  is 
entertaining  enough. 

.  O  O 

You  may  eafily  liippofe  Inch  an  acquaintance  makes 
this  folitary  place  much  more  agreeable  than  it  other- 
wife  would  be,  efpecially  as  lie  is  fo  fond  of  mufic. 
We  play  together  frequently,  and  he  compliments  me 
much  upon  my  execution —  Cojnpliment  it  is,  I  fup- 
pole.  As  foon  as  he  underftood  my  brother  was  ab- 

ient  in  fo  ftrange  a  manner- - -he  exprclfed  great  fur- 

prize  at  the  length  of  his  abfence,  and  wondered  we 
did  not  take  tome  meafures  to  know  how  the  cafe  re¬ 
ally  was :  And  turning  to  my  father,  “  I  wonder,  S'r 
■ - you  are  not  a  little  anxious  about  your  ton’s  fafe- 


Why,  Mr.  Francis,  his  lifter  hears  from  him  now 
and  then,  and  ic  is  his  conftant  and  poll  rive  delire,  to 
have  no  other  intercom  fe  with  any  one. 

That  defire  is  remarkably  ftrange,  and  looks  very 

much  like  fame  conftraint  he  may  be  under - 1 

fhould 
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Should  a  little  queftion  the  reality  of  filch  a  conduct 

My  fon’s  curiofity  led  him  into  America  with  defign 
only  to  make  a  few  excurilons  about  the  fine  ft  part  oi 
the. country,  and  then  return  to  England  •  he  had  no 
intention,  like  mine,  of  fettling  here,  a  plan  which 
would  have  pleafed  me  greatly  :  now  this  retirement  of 
Iris,  locks  like  a  predilection  in  favour  or  the  country, 
and  gives  me  hope  of  his  making  it  his  residence. 
This  induces  me  not  to  think  of  dhtmbing'  him. 

But  furely,  Sir,  you  might  manage  by  fome  means 
or  other  to  difeover,  without  his  knowing  it,  what 
the  real  charm  is,  that  fo  captivates  him  in  his  retire¬ 
ment — —  and  alfo  to  be  fatisfied  that  his  fray  is  truly 
free  and  voluntary,  with  no  deceit,  forgery,  or  foul 
play. 

“  Mr.  Francis,”  laid  I,  “  my  brother  is  moft  aft 
furedly  pleafed  with  his  filiation  —  there  can  be  no 
■1  know  his  hand-writing  too  well  to  be  de- 
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ceived  in  that,  and  the  circumftances  and  people  he 
mentions  in  his  letters  are  ftrong  proofs  of  what  I  fay. 
Befides,  who  in  that  deleft,  folitary  country,  could 
think  it  worth  while  to  form  fuch  a  complicated  plot 
again  ft  him?  I  mull  own,  in  mv  opinion,  it  would  not 
be  treating  him  well,  after  fuch  ftriCt  injunctions,  to 

let  any  one  go  to  him - he  may  have  very  good  rea- 

ions  for  defiling  the  contrary.” 

What  you  obferve,  Madam,  is  perfectly  juft- - and 

if  you  could  net  gain  the  defired  certainty  without  dis¬ 
covering  your  intention  to  him,  I  ftiould  entirely  agree 
with  you  — but  I  am  very  confident  the  knowledge 
might  be  gained  unknown  to  him. 

I  cannot  agree  with  you  in  that.  Sir.  My  foil’s  re¬ 
tirement  is  infinitely  difficult  to  find — I  might  almoft 
fay  impoihble,  for  I’ll  anfwer  for  it  his  fervant  dares 
not,  011  any  confideration,  difeover  it. 

I  thought  I  once  heard  you,  Madam,  mention  yoim 
brother’s  being  attended  with  two  or  three  Indians, 
befides  his  fervant  ? 

I  queftion  whether  thofe  Indians  could  be  found 
+— and  if  found,  whether  they  would  be  guides  to  the 

place 
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place-— and  I  much  queftion,  whether  my  fon’s  prefect 
frtuation  could  be  discovered  without  his  perceiving 
it.  '  6 

That  mu  ft  depend  on  the  dexterity  with  which  it 
was  managed.  Was  he  a  relation  of  mine,  1  am  lure 
1  ihould  never  be  eai'y  until  1  certainly  knew  the  truth 
1  here  is  fomethtng  fo  very  unaccountable  in  the  eir- 
cumftances  of  the  affair,  that  I  cannot  help  having 
many  fufpicions.  ‘  1  ° 

My  father  was  not  convinced  with  all  Mr.  Francis’s 
reafono  1  own  I  am  a  little  of  his  opinion — he  has 
fince  conveifed  two  or  three  times  with  me  about  it, 
and  expreifes  a  great  defire  to  know  that  my  brother 
is  fafe.  He  is  a  very  humane,  good  natured  man,  and 
1  peaks  rationally  on  every  thing.  I  mu  ft  own.  Kitt", 
that  I  have  an  exceeding  opinion  cf  his  judgment 
Which  arnes  not  a  little  from  my  approving  h  s 
fentiments  in  general.  He  begins,  I  think,  to  take 
rather  niore  than  common  notice  of  me — is  feldom 
eafy  without  we  are  at  our  mufic  together,  and  icems 
to  take  great  pleafure  in  my  company.  Don’t  accufe 
me  of  vanity,  for  you  know  my  dear  1  am  not  in  general 
apt  to  fallinto  that  vice - -but  really  I  like  Mr.  Fran¬ 

cis’s  company  much  -not  merely  becaufe  he  likes  mine, 
but  1  take  him  to  be  a  virtuous,  well  meaning  you iw 
man  without  that  infipidity  of  character  which  you  fay  is 
always  joined  to  what  the  world  thinks^®// young  men. 
Howeves,  Mr.  Francis  is  no  very  young  man,  but  old 
enough  to  conduct  himfelf  on  principle  and  experience. 
—You  need  not  be  furprized  if  in  a'letter  or  two  I  tell 
you- — but  not  fo  quick. 

*  *  #  * 

’  I  is  a  week  free  I  blotted  any  part  of  this  paper 

--let  me  fee  what  1  left  of  with. - Not  fo  quick,  did 

I  lay  ?- — How  little  do  we  know  ourfelves  ! - Oh  l 

my  Kitty,  this  Mr.  Francis  h  the  men  umiable  man  in 
tne  woild  He  nas  been  much  with  me  oi  late,  and 
takes  great  pains  to  influence  my  mind  in  his  favour 
He  even  ventured,  Kitty,  to  kils  ray  hand — with 
fervency  too— What  am  I  to  think  of  this?  1  wiih  my 
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father  knew  i t - but  he  has  the  greateft  opinion  of  Mr- 

Francis  in  the  world,  and  therefore  can  never  blame  me 
for  following  his  example 1  mu  ft  own  he  is  very  agree¬ 
able  to  me — Here  he  comes — I  muft  leave  oft*. 

*  *  ■&  # 

Another  meeting! — and  too  much  like  the  former 

_ I  wiili  in  Heaven  I  had  never  feen  bis  face.  Is  it 

not  an  amazing  weaknefs  to  he  fo  eager  to  lufti  into  an 
agreeable  fiiendiliip  with  a  man  fo  remarkably  formed  for 
promoting  it — and  then  be  all  in  a  flurry  and  alarm  at 
finding  the  wiilies  of  one’s  heart  accomplished  ?  I  have  a 
thou  land  thoughts  all  milling  into  my  head  at  once,  the 
very  offspring  of  confufion.  I  know  not  what  I  would 
have  j  but  I  heartily  widi  I  had  been  blefied  with  your 
lively  fprightlineis  of  temper ;  for  I  am  now  convinced, 
that  it  is  on  fuch  grave,  melancholic  minds  the  paffioa 
takes  the  deepe  ft  rcor.  How  frank  I  am,  Kitty  !  i  cari- 
not  be  other  wife  to  you — 

*  &  *  % 

We  have  had  another  ccnveriation  with  Mr.  Francis 
about  my  brother ;  he  has  convinced  me  complete!/, 
that  it  is  very  imprudent  to  let  him  alone  to  his  fate  in 
fo  wild  a  country,  and  my  father  is  now  of  his  opinion, 
and  Mr.  Francis  has  been  fo  exceedingly  obliging,  as  to 
offer  to  undertake  the  journey  alone,  and  manage  the 
whole  affair  ;  and  he  fays  he  is  confident  he i hall  be  able 
to  difeover  whether  my  brother  is  fife  or  not,  without 
himlelf  being  perceived.  My  father  thinks  himfelf 
much  indebted  to  Mr.  Francis  for  this  very  kind  offer, 
and  next  week  he  lets  out. 

#  #  m  # 

I  can  conceal  nothing  from  you,  my  Kitty — and  feel 
infinitely  heavy  the  misfortune  of  not  being  bleflcd  with 

your  company - 1  want  your  advice  more  a  thouiand 

times  than  I  can  exprefu  Mr.  Fiancis  has  declared  an 

eternal  love  to  me — and  I  have  been  weak  enough - 1 

muft  own  it - to  make  a  full  return  to  his  paftion 

- He  talks  to  me  of  nothing  but  marriage - lays  he 

fhall  take  the  iirft  opportunity  of  laying  his  affairs  before 
my  father,  and  a(king  his  content - 1  can  delay  no  long- 
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fr  the  Citista&ion  of  hearing  from  you — and  as  {ending 
this  letter  may  haften  the  return  of  one,  I  conclude  my- 
felf,  &c.  •  7 

H.  Chetwyk. 


j  a  /.Vi  T  /v. 
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LETTER  XXII. 

Mr.  Si  n c l a i r  to  Sir  Philip  Chet  w y n. 

NOTHING  could  give  me  more  pleasure  than  my 
friend’s  letter :  I  find  him  therein  the  fame  wor¬ 
thy  fellow  I  valued  fo  much  when  perfonally  acquainted. 
Your  adventure  is  indeed  very  fmgular,  and  much  fur- 
prized  me;  but  pofidvely,  Chetwyn,  you  muft^  perfuade 
tier  to  leave  her  dearly  beloved  woods,  and  bring  her  to 
England — be  married  immediately,  and  by  fettling  on 
your  eftate,  convince  her  that  there  is  fuch  a  thing  as 
permanent  poll’diions  in  England.  But  fire  is  more  than 
a  match  for  you  in  argument— at  lead:  you  are  fafci- 
nated  when  you  oppofe  her  fentiments,  and  are  diffident 

of  contradicting  the  ideas  of  your  divinity - a  divinity 

Hie  mu  ft  be a  curiofity  uncommon  and  truly  wonder¬ 
ful — or  laftly,  you  are  of  her  opinion,  and  piefer  your 
retirement  to  your  native  country,  wanting  her  to  leave 
it  only  that  you  may  call  her  youi’s.  1  fee  plainly  this 
is  the  cafe  with  you — your  living  with  the  objedt  of  your 
affection  has  endear’d  every  objedt  around  to  you — you 
are  in  love  with  the  place — with  the  rural  occupations 
—  and  with  the  limplicity  of  your  life  in  general : — this 
blinds  ycur  reafon,  and  you  forget  the  purpofe  which 
Providence  deffgned  you  lliould  fulfil,  by  placing  you  in 
the  midft  of  fociety  :  Here  lies  the  ftrength  of  the  argu¬ 
ment — General  benevolence /  my  iriend. 

I  fihall  expedt  foon  to  hear  you  declaim  in  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  a  very  hermit — you  approach  nearly  to  it  al¬ 
ready. — Your  fentiments,  methinks,  are  poetical — pri¬ 
thee  pen  me  a  ftanza  or  two  on  the  philofophy  of  quit¬ 
ting  London  and  all  its  joys  for  your  retirement — with 
a  itroke  or  two  at  the  beauty  cfyour  miftrefs.  When  I 
was  at  Eton,  I  could  have  tofs’d  off*  a  dozen  in  two  hours 
— But  blank  verfe  will  luit  it  beft — let  me  fee — I  will 
begin  the  bufinefs  for  you. 


Farewell  the  bufy  feenes  of  noify  life! 
The  ffipp’ry  paths  of  ambitious  greatneft. 
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How  poetical  that  is!  hut  you  know,  there fhouid be 
climax  in  all  things; 


The  trifling  vain  rewards  of  wanton  folly, 

Thofe  charms  which  wretched  London  can  produce 
To  pic  ale  the  pamper’d  mind.  Remo  v’d  from  that 
Dread  whirlpool  of  contagious  wretchednefs ; 

Let  me  now  tafre  indulgent  Nature’s  charms 
(Kind  parent  of  each  heart-felt  joy  !)  feat  ter  d 
With  flailing  plenty,  o’er  a  land,  blooming 
With  pldturu  features - » — - 

Figur’d  features  !  a droke  that,  elegant  enough! 

- From  feenes  of  art  led 

Indnfcry,  where  the  goddefs  Nature  reigns 
Amidft  her  rural  elegance,  let  my 
Numbers  flow,  expreilive  of  a  fond  heart 
Breathing  the  melody  of  filent  love. 


Not  amifs,  I  think,  for  your  love  is  blent  enough. 
Now  for  an  addrefs  to  your  Einmera — It  mufl  be  wound 
up  to  a  hue  enchantment  of -beauty. 


Oh !  faired  of  the  fair !  Can  the  glowing  pen 
Of  ardent  love  dwell  coldly  on  thofe  charms, 

Whole  potent  magic  mod  bewitching  rears 
Th’  enchanting  fabric  of  deltibve  minion  ? 

No:  My  impaJhon’d  foul  would  catch  at  Heav’n 
For  founds  that  breath’d  the  tender  eloquence. 

Which  melting,  warbles  f  rom  the  tongue  of  love. 
Such  words  as  dealing  mu  lie’s  foft  powers, 

Might  give  description  li  >mony  divine. 

Thefe  didant  glances  at  a  metaphor  highly  necefTary 
--- foUiethiug  or  mubc  and  painting  fhotild  always  come 
in—Poetryis  nothing  without  it — Ut  piftura  posfis  ertt , 
you  know. — That  ferap,  however,  Ihouki  have  made  a 
note  with  a  lundfome  *  ftar— or  §  go  .hock  before  it. 


And, 
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And,  like  the  vivid  colours  f  a  Titian, 

Strike  the  awaken’d  fenfes  with  beaming 

Brightnefs,  living  in  each  line - 

And  then  you  mud - but  hold,  if  I  get  into  the  po¬ 

etic  vein,  I  may  rumble  you  over  as  much  blank  verfe 
as  would  form  a  Job,  or  King  Arthur. 

But  joking  and  poetry  apart — I  think  you  fliould  not 
let  fo  unufual  an  accident  efcape  without  turning  it  to 
lading  advantage :  If  you  find  that  the  fame  elegant  re¬ 
tirement,-  which  you  now  enjoy,  is  neceflary  to  your 
future  happinefs — by  all  means  perfuade  your  Emmera, 
at  lead  to  take  one  journey  to  your  father’s — have  the 
parfon  ready — be  married — and  return  to  your  hermitage 
immediately  for  life.  You  have  a  noble  income,  which 
will  enable  you  to  add  a  multitude  of  enjoyments  to  your 
retirement ;  and  if  by  degrees  your  fair  one  is  reconciled 
a  little  to  mankind,  why  you  may  begin  with  having  a 
friend  with  you,  and  from  that  proceed  to  the  world  it- 
felf,  if  you  fhould  then  have  fitch  a  defire  :  This  would 
be  my  plan.  As  to  the  point  of  making  Emmera  your 

wife,  I  agree  with  you  entirely  in  it - By  your  deferip- 

tion  die  is  an  immenfe  treafure — fuchan  one  as  you  can 
never  have  an  idea  of  meeting  with  again-  I  cannot  but 
confider  her  as  a  mod  uncommon  curiofity,  which  de¬ 
mands.  all  the  attention  the  warmed  love  can  give. 

I  am  free  in  giving  you  advice,  while  lam  in  equal 
want  of  it  myfell :  Be  as  friendly  to  me  as  I  have  been 
ineffectually  fo  to  you.  I  am  become  acquainted  with 
aMifsHervey,  a  friend  of  your  iider’s.  I  was  at  fird 
quite  charmed  with  her  agreeable  livelinefs,  and  having 
been  much  in  her  company  fince,  am  grown  mod  hor¬ 
ribly  in  love  with  her.  Her  father  has  taken  fomewhat 

more  than  common  notice  of  me - but  I  fear  he  will 

not  think  me  grateful  in  the  return  I  make  to  his  civility 
and  good  opinion,  if  I  attempt  to  fecure  his  daughter's 
affections  unknown  to  him.  But  here  does  not  lie  the 
difficulty — for  you  mud  know,  that  I  am  deeply  en¬ 
gaged  in  another  affair,  which  lately  gave  me  infinite 
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and  unbounded  happinefs,  but  now  wrings  my  heart 
with  tortyre. 

1  believe  it  w  as  after  I  parted  with  you  in  Italy,  that 
accident  thrcwine  into  the  company  of  Signora  Hemi- 
eUaMancini.  1  be  conveifations  I  engaged  in  with  her, 
convinced  me  that  Hie  had  a  mind  of  no  con  mon  damp 
heraccomplidmnents  were  numerous  and  completely  ele¬ 
gant— her  wit  lively,  but  folid,  her  judgment  penetrating 
and  cxa£t.  I  admired  theamiablenefs  of  her  difpodtion 
no  lefsthan  I  contemplated  with  admirat:on  the  extreme 
beauty  of  her  perfon.  1  fcarce  perceived  a  fault  in  her,  till 
1  found  the  religion  of  her  country  was  one  Handing  ob- 
jedt  of  her  ridicule  and  fcom,  whenever  (he  could  fafe- 
ly  give  vent  to  her  farcafms.  I  thought  it  a  mo  ft  re¬ 
markable  trait  in  her  character,  and  made  me  alrroft 
difbelleve  her  being  an  Italian.  Frequent  meetings 
biyugbtona  mutual  inclination,  which  foon  became 
on  my  fide  a  violent  paflion,  and  i  had  no  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve  a  cold  return  on  beds.  I  loved  her  to  exced — be- 
ycndall  bounds  of  moderation  ;  and  the  warmth  of  her 
heart,  meeting  with  ardor  in  mine,  we  trefpafdd  the 
bounds  of  virtue,  and  cur  love  from  that  moment  was 
no  longei  innocent. 

Poll  el  lien,  however,  did  not  lower  the  affection  which 
this  extiaordinary  woman  had  raifed  in  my  foul.  She 
had  too  many  charms  of  mind,  as  well  as  body — too 
many  lefoimces  of  enchanting  elegance  to  differ  my  lore 
to  grow  languid  after  fuch  an  indulgence  cf  o.lir  defires. 

}  continued  to  doat  on  her  to  didraction,  and  odered  a 
tjioufand  .times  to  make  her  mine  for  ever — but  (lie  ab¬ 
solutely  refufed  all  ties  but  thofe  of  the  heart — faying 
t  he  life  of  honour  wa s  the  only  one  founded  in  reafon  ; 
ncr  could  Jlie  bear  the  idea  of  being  fo  unchangeably 
connected  with  a  man,  when  his  affe&ion  no  longer 
continued.  She  ridiculed  matrimony,  and  every 
principle  on  which  it  is  founded,  with  a  feverity  of  fa- 
lire  that  (hewed  her  abhorrence.  Fiom  that  time,  the 
conn  eel  ion  between  us  grew  extremely  intimate;  we 
lived  conduntly  t'  gether,  and  die  accompanied  me  the 
i  ci  a  :nd.e.r  of  n  y  nave1?.  I  reaped  no  dr  all  berths  treat 
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onverfation,  and  the  remarks  firs  mads  on  a  variety 
>f  objects  lire  beheld,  and. the  manners  of  all  the  pco- 
)le  through  whole  countries  we  travelled. 

On  my  arrival  in  England,  1  hired  a  handfome  lodg- 
ng  for  her  in  London,  and  continued  to  live  with  her 
n  the  mod  pleadng  intimacy  :  but  it  is  not  long  fi  ice 
have  obferved,  that  ilie  diflikes  the  country  a  n  t  i  t  n  s 
leople  in  general,  and  that  feme  difguds  of,  I  know 
lot  what,  had  entered  her  mind ;  but  what  aifeifted  me 
nuch  more,  was  a  haugntinefs  of  temper  which  b.-gan 
o  appear,.  and  wh’ch  foinetimes  broke  out  even  to  me.  * 
However,  all  this  fcarcely  affefled  my  pallion,  and  I 
rontinued  to  love  her  with  great  warmth  of  aftettion. 

Accident  threw  me  into  the  company  of  Mils  Her- 
ny :  I  was  acquainted  v/kh  her  father,  and  by  that 
ireans,  without  any  defign,  was  on  a  vifit  at  his  houfe 
[  was  infeniibly  led  to  obferve  tbe  daughter,  and  cou’d 
tot  but  admire  an  extreme  fprightlinefs  moll  agreeably- 
nixed  with  good  fenfe,  and  an  amiable  temper :  I  pro 
fentlydelt  a  femething  like  love,  and  fticcceding  meet- 
ngs  com  pleated  the  conqueft  of  my  hear  t. 

buch  is  the  p  relent  Hate  of  my  mind:  a  mt'ernMe 
me  enough  —  Give  me  your  advice,  m¥  friend,  f n  fie- 
rer  did  I  iland  10  much  in  need  of  it:  a  million  of  tor¬ 
menting  reproaches  fein*  me  to  the  heart.  I  hate  and 

ietefl  myfelf - 1  have  the  meaned  opinion  of  my  re- 

olution  and  honour  that  is  poflible.  I  regret  the  weak 
md  difhonourable  incondancy  of  ceafing  to  lcve  a  wo- 
nan  ofunufual  merit,  and  whole  heart  I  have  longpof-r 
efled,  on  being  caught  like  a  child  by  a  new  face  :  I 
eel  the  meannefs  of  this  conduct  in  its  fulled  extent, 
nit  have  not  the  courage  to  pluck  it  from  mv  foul: 
However  inconftant— however  fickle  may  be  the  mind 
>fan  fere  foliate  man,  yet  the  pafilon  of  the  day  is  the 
yrant  of  his  foul,  and  while  the  fit  lads,  he  feels  the 
2me  as  violently  as  him  whole  foul  rejects  every  al¬ 
ack  but  one.  This  h  a  truth  I  experience  myfelf. 
did  not  believe  I  had  a  grain  of  incondancy  about 
ne,  and  miferable  I  am  to  find,  that  1  have  the  fame 
veaknefs  which  I  fhould  have  ridiculed  in  others, 

D  2  -  with- 
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with  all  the  fevei ity  I  was  mafter  of.  For  Heaven’s 
lake,  write  me  a  line  of  confolation  *  and  yet  what  an 
age  it  r*mft  be  before  I  can  receive  it! 

Adieu,  my  friend  :  I  am,  &c. 

H.  Si  N  C  L  A  I  R 
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LETTER  XXIII. 

Sir  Philip  Chetwvn  to  Mr.  Sinclair. 

HEAVENS  and  earth  l  my  friend,  what  will  be¬ 
come  of  me! — Doom’d,  body  and  foul,  to  per¬ 
dition  ! - 1  fell  all  the  horrors  of  the  rack  tearing  eve¬ 

ry  nerve,  and  torturing  my  foul!  My  Emmera!  my 
lovely  Emmera !  my  charming,  amiable  pattern  of 

more  than  human  excellence — Good  Heaven  ! _ My 

foul !  Never  can  I  furvive  the  lofs.  Oh J  Sinclair !  pity 
the  wretchedeft  mortal  that  ever  breath’d  the  air  of 

mifery.  I  cannot  furvive  it - No - -I  mull  die 

with  anguifh - Shine  not,  bright  fun  ! - The  world 

is  darknefs  all  to  me  I'- - - 

I  am  juft  dead  with  wretchedness.  Oh!  Sinclair! 

I  have  loft  her — -Perdition  feize  the  villain - 1  can 

fcarce  bear  the  writing  this  horrible  ftroke. 

Yefterday  morning,  when  I  had  brought  up  the  cow* 
for  my  charming  Emmera  to  milk,  I  left  her  for  fcarce 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  to  go  to  the  barn  on  fome  trifling 
bulinefs:  when  I  returned,  I  miffed,  her — a  little  fur- 
prized  at  not  feeing  her,  1  walked  to  the  houfe.  No 
Emmera— Shocked  at  this,  I  called  her  fcverai 
times  •  no  a-nlwer.  Her  bufinefs  juft  at  milk¬ 
ing-time  was  fo  regular,  that  I  was  convinced  fome 
dreadful  accident  had  happened — I  ran  about  wild  with 
fury — I  ported  immediately  towards  the  hill,  over 
which  I  had  at  hr  ft  entered  this  retirement— As  I  went 
I  cart  a  piercing  look  around,  calling  all  the  way,  but 
no  figns  of  my  Emmera.  I  fealed  the  hill  in  an  mltanr, 
and  defending  on  the  otfce  fide,  quickly  penetrated 
the  thickets;  and  mounting  a  little  eminence  which  gx\  e 

me  a  view  of  the  adjacent  valley - Death  and  d.Arar 

tion  !  what  was  the  anguifh  of  my  foul,  on  feeing  three 
horfemen  fcouring  oft  at  no  great  diitarce  Horn  me,  my 
deareft  charmer  vifibly  held  by  torce  before  one  of  thc 
villain?,  Gods!  what  fury,  horror  and  defpair  feiz  i 

D  3  S 


3 2  THE  FAIR  AMERICAN. 

ir.y  very  vitals  J  — I  ran  with  unbounded  rage  after  the 
hell-hounds —  but  in  a  few  minutes  they  were  out  of 
fight,  and  convinced  me  a  purfuit  was  vain:  A  dark 
cloud  of  terror  overlpread  my  foul — I  thought  the  hand 
of  death  had  leized  me — the  world  difappeared—a  tre¬ 
mor  ihook  my  whole  frame — I  funk  upon  the  earth 
* — a  fit,  I  fuppofe,  enfued,  for  I  felt  ftrangely  on  re¬ 
covering  my  legs.  — —  As  fcon  as  I  had  the  power 
of  thought,  I  began  to  confider  what  courfe  to  take  : 

I  determined  to  make  a  fignal  to  my  neighbours,  the 
Indians,  in  hopes  that  fome  among  them  would  ipeed- 
ily  come  to  my  relief.  I  did  it  immediately — For  four 
hours  I  was  the  prey  of  every  cruel  and  terrible  idea 

the  human  mind  is  capable  of  receiving- -  then, 

for  the  fii  ft  moment,  did  I  feel  to  what  excefs  of  paifi- 
on  I  loved  my  dear— -loll  Emmerapf  Juft  Heaven!  what 
anguifh  of  foul,  to  be  hurl’d  from  a  ftate  of  happinefs 
and  pleafure  down  to  bottomlefs  perdition !  to  tenfold 
wretchednefs  and  black  defpair ! 

In  the  midft  of  a  miferabie  reverie  of  forrcw,  I  call 
an  accidental  eve  on  fome  white  on  the  trunk  of  a,  treej 
walked  to  it,  and  perceived  it  to  be  a  letter  (luck  on, 
vlireded  to  me.  I  opened  it  with  eager  hands— -the 
following  is  a  copy. 

“  Defpicable  Fellow ! 

tf  You  wronged  me  with  your  lifter,  while  you  pre¬ 
tended  friendfhip.  I  fwore  revenge,  and  now  I  have 
it.  Know  ;  that  the  man  lives  not  in  peace  that  in¬ 
jures  me — nor  final!  that  minx,  who  had  the  impudence 
io  refufe  me,  have  reafon  to  iejoice.  ’Tis  I  that  (trike 
this  dagger  to  your  foul.  Revenge!  Revenge!  Yours 
with  contempt,, 

For  R  EST  E  R.” 

Revenge  ! — Yes ;  Revenge  fhall  alio  be  mine  thou 
vile  fe  pen t  of  hell.  From  that  moment  I  vowed  it. 

_ and  to  fly  through  every  dime,  rather  than  let  the 

villain  meet  with  death  but  at  my  hand.  I  was  wound 
up  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  fury  at  his  curfed  plGt,  that  had 
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he  been  in  my  power,  I  believe  I  could  have  feen  him 
rack’d  with  pleafure.  But  the  idea  of  revenge  gave 
fome  litttle  refpite  to  that  tide  of  wretchednefs  which 
flowed  fo  fall  upon  my  foul. 

'In  about  four  hours  came  five  Indians : — one  of  them 
had  a  little  Engliili:  I  made  him  underhand  my  lo fa. 

_ there  needed  no  prayers  or  intreaties  j  the  worthy- 

creatures  felt  my  lor  row  deeply,  which,  joined  to 
their  own  affedtion  for  my  Emmera,  made  them  eager 
for  the  purfuit.  I  lb e wed  them  the  track  taken  by  my. 
enemy,  and  told  them  when  he  fled.  They  returned 
home  for  arms,  and  to  take  a  /kroner  cut  acrofs  the 
country,  alluring  me,  that  I  need  not  fear  their  ref- 
cuing  their  Queen,  fo  they  called  my  dear,  loti  angel. 

-  -Their  affurances.  gave.me  a  little  glimmering  of 
hope — for  the fe  people  are  fo  amazingly  expeditious 
fo  wonderfully  fagacious,  and  fo  inoefatigably  per- 
fevering,  thatl  think  there  is  tome  chance  ct  u  eir 
overtaking  the  villain.  Heaven  giant  theymayuoit 

before  any  violence  - Oh  !  ^cuTed  thought !  Oh  ! 

Wretched  Chetwyn — Impoffible — it  cannot  be.  I  long’d 
ardently  to  accompany  my  f  ends,  the  Indians,  but 
could  not;  I  fhouid  have  been  left  behind  in  an  hour’s 
time.  Could  I  but  meet  the  *og  point  to  point — his 
all  I  hope  for ! 

* 

Six  hours  have  they  been  gone,  and  not  returned  ; 

I  fear  not  their  heart  inefs  in  my.caufe,  but  doubt  much 
whether  it  is  poflible  they  fhouid  overtake  them.  Oh  ! 
Sinclair!  this  villain  Forrefter,  this  treacherous  finding 
villain!  who  could  have  fut  petted  inch  bale,  unground¬ 
ed  revenge!  I  had  an  opinion,  of  his  fincerity,  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  a  friend ibip  with  him — but  did  not  think  him 
a  man  any  ways  qualified  for  making  a  good  hufband 
to  a  virtuous  woman — he  offered  to  my  filter,  and  I 
was  again/!  the  match;  but  merely  gave  hei  "my. opi¬ 
nion  ;  however,  it  was  the  fame  as  her  own,  and  his 
fuit  was  genteely  rejected  :  !  had  no  conception  that  he 
fhouid  not  continue  my  friend,  notwithstanding  this 


but 
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but  it  is  plain  his  ideas  were  far  different,  and  a  mean, 
cowardly  revenge  he  has  taken. 

*  *.  *  * 

One  of  the  Indians  returned r  brings  the  heavenly 

news  of  my  Emmera’s  being  refcued. - Thanks  to 

the  Gods  !  Oh  !  Sinclair,  fhare  my  joy- - It  is  un¬ 

bounded  !  Vail  and  capacious  happinefs !  My  foul  di¬ 
lates  with  thrilling  extacy  !  The  villain  has  efcaped 
— that’s  a  bad  flroke,  but  his  two  inilruments  of  re¬ 
venge  breath’d  their  laft  under  the  hands  of  my  faith¬ 
ful  Indians - — Oh  !  had  I  but  a  kingdom  to  bellow  ! 

all  they  fliould  enjoy.  My  heavenly  charmer  is  at  an 
Indian  houfe  in  her  way  home,  greatly  fatigued  with 
the  horrid  attack  ;  but  file  will  come  home  as  foon  as 
poUible  -r  however,  I  am  this  moment  fetting  out  to 
meet  her. 

Oh  I  my  friend  l  never  was  there  fuch  a  meeting  f 
The  moment  I  caft  my  eyes  on  my  lovely  Emmera,  I 
ran  and  claiped  her  with  eagernefs  in  my  arms — I  fcarce 
fetch’d  my  breath  for  extacy  ofjoy~— —  “  Oh  f  mv 

Emmera!  my  Emmera! - Do  I  fee  thee  a^ainf’ 

— The  lovely,  amiable  innocent  was  her  lei  faltered 
with  fentiments,  which  dropt  like  the  balm  of  heaven 
to  my  foul — Her  eyes  fpoke  the  language  of  tesdernef? 
— She  was  filent  for  lome  minutes — I  faw  a  tear  of 

gladnefs  Ileal  down  her  cheek ;  I  luffed  ft  away _ I 

prefs’d  her  hand  to  my  lips - “  Never!  never  will 

we  part  again !” 

“  This  is  a  happy  meeting  Mr,  Chetwyn,  we  will 

part  no  more.”- - She  faid  this  with  a  fweet,  me  ng 

tendernefs,  that  lifted  my  very  loul  to  Heaven,  i 
clalp’d  her  again  in  my  arms,  and  could  have  died 
there  with  pleaturc.  Seeing  me  thus  ardent  in  my  joy, 
flie  propofeci  our  going  home,  which  I  acquiefced  in: 
The  lcene  was  agreeable  as  can  be  conceived,  feveral 
Indians  were  around  us,  who  eyed  us  with  the  r* oil 
unfeigned  fatisracTon— and  poured  a  tfaoufand  bent- 
di&wiis  on  out  head  —  w  iTu-.g  us  eternal  happinefs 
- — and  f Vv  earing  ever  def.  nd  uc>.  >  purpofely  carried 
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with  me  feveralprefents,whichldiftributed  unfparing- 

ly  among  them,  commonding  them  in  cafe  of  any  want 
which  I°cou!d  afiiil  them  i.i  removing,  to  apply  to  me 
without  referve.  We  parted  perfeaiy  good  tnends--- 
we  full  of  fentiments  of  gratitude,  and  they  ol  admi¬ 
ration  at  out  alfeftion  ior  each  othei  lel1 

we  got  to  our  retirement,  , 

*  Oh|  my  Emmera!  what  an  accident  it  was. 

Heaven  be  praifed,  my  friend,  that  I  excaped  fo 
well.  Great  God!  what  might  I  have  fuffered 

Speak  not  of  it  —my  foul  is  on  the  rack  at  the  very 
idea  »  Did  it  not  hurt  you,  my  Emmera,  independent 
of  your  danger,  to  be  parted  at  once  from  me— from 

the  companion  of — -  .  .  _  . 

You  know,  Mr.  Chetwyn,  (blujhing)l  value  your 

company  too  much  not  to  have  regretted  its  lots. 

Oh!  my  amiable  Emmera,  did  you  but  know  wnat 
horrible  terrors  of  all  that’s  dreadful  came  full  upon  my 
foul,  when  I  faw  you  carried  from  me  with  luch  vio¬ 
lence— Good  God!  what  did  I  feel!  But  tell  me,  my 
deareft,  in  what  manner  was  you  carried  off? 

Ycrur  back  was  fcarce  turned  before  I  law  three 
men  approaching  fwiftly  towards  me  ;  I  was  a  good 
deal  alarmed  at  the  fight,  and  berore  I  could  thm<c  of 
running  away,  one  of  them,  the  mailer  ot  the  rell, 

feized  me  rudely  by  the  arm - and  pulling  me  Iter 

him  “  You  mult  lollow  me.”  — —  I  was  fo  al- 
ftoniflied,  that  for  fome  time  I  had  not  the  power  01 
fpeech.  But  when  I  had  recovered  my  furpnze,  I  faro, 
if  por  Heaven’s  lake,  man,  what  is  the  meaning  ol 
this  violence  ?”  and  being  irritated  at  it,  withdrew  my 
arm  in  a  paffion.  He  looked  at  me  with  the  eye  ot 
villainy  and  contempt — and  one  of  his  attendants  took 
hold  of  my  other  arm,  and  thus  they  hurried  me  away, 
and  over  the  cliff;  horfes  were  there  ready-one  of  the 
villains  then  tied  my  hands  behind  mein  a  brutal  man¬ 
ner,  and  taking  me  before  him  on  horfeback,  as  he 
would  have  done  a  lack  of  corn,  gallopped  off,  to  my 
great  pain  of  body  as  well  as  mind - then  it  was  that 

i  faw  you  on  the  hill— -Good  God !  what  was  the  an- 
‘  guifh 
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llilfl0fKm)'f0UiMO!l!  Mr’  Chetwyn,  nevermore 
will  we  be  partca  fo _ 

niSlTff  pansel  •'  that  word  fPea!ts  bleffings  to 
-  ^  , _ ’  :  unnera,  my  life’s  belt  hope,  my  only 

ihall  bThappy'Imfeed0  **  f“entS’  Ld  1 

But,  Mr.  Chetwyn,  does  not  this  adventure  fliew 

you  what  your  world  is  ?  Whnt  a  wretch  mull  this  fel- 

ow  e  to  orm  fuch  a  defign,  and  on  what  account  I 
cannot  conceive  — 

i  Emmcra,  in  wnat  manner  did  our  worthv 

Indians  reieafe  you  ?  ' 

My  perfecutors  nuftook  their  way,  ]  fuppofe,  for 
tney  got  among  fome  impenetrable  thickets,  where  the 
Inmans  overtook  us— The  leader  of  the  gang,  the  mo¬ 
ment  he  perceived  he  was  purfued,  gallopped  off  full 
speed  to  a  difiant  opening  between  two  woods  5  the 
two  re  hows  would  have  done  the  fame,  but  not  being 
o  we.  mounted,  one  of  them  threw  me  down,  and 
'  overtaken  ;  they  drew  each  a  piftol,  which 

1  at^he  Indians,  but  did  not  hurt  them,  who 

returned  their  fire  by  robbing  in  and  cutting  them  both 
in  pieces  with  their  broad  fwordsf  I  believe  I  forgot 
to  ted  you,  that  one  of  them  was  the  man  who  attend- 
you  when  fir  ft  I  faw  you. 

Heaven  reward  the  goad  Indians  for  this  piece  of 
humanity.  That  villain,  who  efcaped  their  pun iih- 
ment,  was  pnee  a  friend  of  mine — here  is  a  letter  I 

TjUjr^)n^  a  trce  ^rom  him,  a^ter  yon  was  gone 
He  difeovered  that  I  was  agamft  his  defign,  and,  you 

Ice,  vowed  revenge— and  the  means  he  ufed  was  to 
bribe  that  Servant  of  mine. 

Indeed,  Mr.  Chetwyn,  was  I  to  become  acquainted 
w.t  i  the  world,  man  by  man,  in  almoft  any  manner, 

I  mould  have  reiterated reafons  to  deteft  it  — Do  you 
not  think  that  this  adventure  adds  new  ftrength  to  my 
former  opinions  ?  J 

I  am  not  Unprized  at  your  thinking  fo,  my  deareft. 

It  would  be  very  ftrange  if  you  was.  But  now  I 
doubt  we  may  have  reafon  daily  to  fear  fome  fuch  at¬ 
tempts 
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tempts  as  tnefe,  Tor  all  your  old  enemies  in  England 
*iay  come  hither  to  be  revenged  on  you.  What  a  fad 
thing  it  is,  Mr.  Chetwyn,  that  I  cannot  become  the 
leatt  acquainted  with  a  man  of  the  world  like  you,  but 
I  mud  immediately  be  open  to  a  thoufand  infuks  \ 

%  Fear  them  no  more,  my  lovelieft  Emmera — the  only 
villainous  fervant  that  knows  the  way'to  this  retreat  is 
dead;  and  as  to  Forrefter,  he  will  nevermore  venture 
fo  near  his  deftruftion— Such  wretches  are  ever  of  cow¬ 
ardly  fouls— he  will  not  be  long  in  America,  PJ1  an- 
fwer  for  it.  But  tell  me,  my  Emmera,  have  you  dif¬ 
fered  no  violence  from  the  villains?  Did  not  the  arch 
wretch  infult  you  in  any  manner  ? 

J  My  fears,  and  the  bruifes  I  received  in  being  fo  pi¬ 
nioned  on  horfe  hack  was  all  the  mifehief  I  received, 
thank  Heaven  ]  Your  falfe  friend  was  in  fuch  a  viol-ent 
hurry,  that  he  fcarce  open’d  his  lips  tome. 

Never,  my  deareft  Emmera!  never  more  will  we  be 
parted.  Juft  Heaven,  what  has  been  my  agony  of 
ioui,  at  icftng  in  one  cruel  moment  the  moft  precious 
jewel  that  ever  fell  to  the  lot  of  man!  No,  my  fair 
queen  of  all  that’s  amiable,  you  /hall  not  again  be  torn 
from  me  in  that  manner;  there  is  no  fear  of  a  fecond 
attack— but  neverthelefs,  I  /hall  be  more  cautious  of 
leaving  you  for  the  future  ;  and  as  there  is  only  one  en¬ 
trance  to  this  fweet  valley,  I  will  to-morrow  view  it 
narrowly,  and  contrive  to  render  it  impaflable  to  any 
but  ourfelyes -  7 

And  ourfelyes  too,  Mr.  Chetwyn.  Why  not  ? 

My  deareft  Emmera,  you  know  my  lentiments  of 
that.  I  have  often  laid  tnat  I  would  never  perfuade 
you  to  a  conduct  that  continued  contrary  to  your  incli¬ 
nations— and  I  /hall  ever  afTert,  that  this  elegant  re¬ 
tirement  is  infinitely  pleafing  to  me— Never  /hall  I  wi/h 
for  any  company  but  youfs— never  figh  for  any  other 
mortal — Oh!  my  Emmera,  fuch  is  the  unbounded 
love  with  which  I  adore,  that  in  you  I  behold  all  that 
is  or  ever  can  be  dear  to  me.  Why  will  you  not . 

A  truce,  my  friend!  No  further  on  pain  of  my  difi. 


pleafure 
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pleafure - Come ;  let  us  forget  the  accident  that  oc- 

cafioned  this  converfation. - 

Such  are  the  over-cautious  evafions  of  this  fweet 
creature,  too  amiable  fcr  my  repofe  in  my  prefent  fitu- 
ation.  My  fitter,  I  dare  fay,  will  contrive  fome  means 
of  receiving  my  letters  without  endangering  me  to  a 
fecond  attack  ;  I  Iliall  therefore  lodge  them  as  ufua], 
aud  let  me  hear  from  you  as  foon  as  you  can ;  and  if 
Forrefter  returns  to  England,  give  me  as  early  intel¬ 
ligence  of  it  as  you  can  procure. 

Adieu,  my  friend,  I  remain,  &c. 

P,  Cuetwis. 
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LETTER  XXIV. 

Mi fs  Chet w y n  to  Mifs  Hervey. 


CJ  O  my  friend  is  caught  as  well  as  myfelf. - Pray 

*3  Heaven  fhe  meet  with  iefs  mifchief  than  I  have 
done.  Oh!  Kitty,  what  a  wound  has  my  very  foul 
received!  Alas!  that  I  could  be  fo  complete  a  fool ! 

This  Mr.  Francis! - 1  wrote  you,  that  he  was 

going  to  fee  if  he  could  make  any  difcovery  of  the  re¬ 
al  fituation  of  my  brother.  He  did,  and  foon  returned  : 
He  came  immediately  into  the  parlour  to  me.  —  Some¬ 
what  fur  prized  at  his  expedition — I  was  beginning  to 
quell  ion  him — — but  lie  faid, 

Dorf t  be  in  a  hurry,  my  Lucy - 1  left  you  at  a 

time  when  my  heart  funk  within  me  at  the  idea  of  be¬ 
ing  parted  a  moment  from  you.  Tell  me,  my  deareft, 
is  your  heart — — your  valuable  heart,  the  fame  as 
when  I  left  you  ?  Oh!  my  Lucy,  did  you  but  know 

with  what  excefs  cb  love - 

Fie,  Mr.  Francis,  wave  this  for  the  prefent—  You 
cannot  think  my  heart  fhould  change  in  fo  iaort  a 
time — - — 

Is  it  fl  ill  mine  then,  my  love  ?  Do  you  love  me  as 

well  as  you  did  ? - tell  me - 

How  filly  this  is  J  Do  not  be  fo - — 

I  ihall  be  miferable  if  you  do  not  fitisfy  me — Tell 

me - may  I  be  allured  of  your  conlent  fpeedrly  to 

make  you  mine.  I  am  on  the  rack  till  you  fatisfy  me. 

You  know  what  I  have  often  told  you.  Aik  no 
more  now. 

Be  not  fo  cruel,  my  Lucy - fpeak  the  word  to 

give  eafe  to  my  mind.  V\  ill  you  have  me? 

I  fat i shed  him,  with  feme  little  hefitation. — Oh  f 
Kitty  1  I  own  all  my  weaknefs  to  you- - -He  imme¬ 

diately  changed  his  accent,  and,  throwing  great  com* 
tempt,  into  his  countenance, 

YY>u  will  !  Pretty,  forward  Mifs— -You  will  have 
me !  Now  my  triumph  is  complete ! 

E  Saying 


li 
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Saying  this,  he  puJIed  oil  his  wig,  and  flipping  off, 
I  fuppofe  at  the  fame  time,  a  part  of  his  vifible  face, 
he  changed  aimed:  at  once  to  Colonel  Foricfler.  I 

was  (buck  dun  b  with  aftonifhment - Juft  Hea- 

\enl  what  terror  Parted  to  my  foul  1  Such  a  decer- 

. ~  „  -..U-*.  T _ M  1  *  i  rr  . 


tion  was  what  I  could  have  no  idea  of  The  pretend- 
cd  Mr.  Francis’s  features  were  the  very  reverfe  cf  that 
■wretch  I'  orreflefs — a  black  wig,  and  large  black  eye¬ 
brows,  &c.  formed  the  diflYence. — —  What  a  hor¬ 


rible  difference.  The  fiend  that  now  flood  before  n:e, 
ft  raining  every  feature  into  deiifion  and  contempt ; 

You. confent  to  be  married  to  me,  my  dearefl,  do 
vou  not  ? > - 1  cannot  think  your  heart  ihculd  change 


fo  foon? — I  hold  you  in  all  the  contempt  of  which  my 
ioul  is  capable. — ' 1  heu  poor,  ii  flgnmcant,  deff  icabie 
ty ull  who  catches  with  open  arms  the  full  fool  that  of¬ 
fer  s-Marry  you  !-- An  infiguificant  fellow  mu  ft  he  be  in 
good  truth  ! — But  I  will  pubiiili  this  anecdote  in  every 
town  in  England- - ’  i  will  found  mof  pleafing  to 


tire  hatred  1  bear  you,  and  all  your  contemptible  fa 
airily— Til  pnhliih  ir 


You  will  ! — (cried  my  father ,  burjling  into  the  ream 
in  a  <■, violent  pajpon.  horrefer  had  raijed  his  -voice  fo 
au  to  i>e  heard  by  him  •  he  lifened  at  the  door  a  minute 
•with  aft or:Jh went ) — You  will  publiih  it  villain  ! — You 
minv  piibhfn  at  the  fame  time  then  the  treatment  you 
receive  from  me. — — Here,  John! - Will!  —  Har- 


The  fervants  entered  a!  moil  immediately.  f 

Seize  that  rafcal !  Bring  him  to  the  hoi  fe- pond  this 
niir  me. 

'The  follows  hefftating..;  Obey  me  this  inflant  | 


He  is  a 


vile  impoftcr - Biing  him  away. 


The  fellows  flew  at  him  at  once,  and  in  fpite  of  all 
his  fli uggdng,  prafter’d  Inn,  and  lugging  him  out 
—  followed  my  father  to  a  moft  beafliy  hole,  which 
Frame  deferv’d  the  name  of  a  pond,  the  common  fewer 
of  the  houfe. 

“  In  w  th  him!”  cried  n  y  father:  “  .Give  him  a 
hear  tv  to  Is:/ 

Three 


■■■■■■ 
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Three  labourers  came  to  the  fervants  afliftancc,  and' 
ill  together  gave  him  a  mod  glorious  fwing,  and  tofs'd 
jim  in  as  they  would  have  done  a  kitten  —  notwith- 
handing  all  his  threats — oaths,  curies  and  wureaties. 
}ii !  what  pleafure  did  I  take  in  feeing  the  villain- 

camper  in  the  air — till  fouce  he  went.  - 1  he  mo- 

nent  he  got  on  Ihore,  “  In  with  him  again!’1  laid  my 
at  her.  He  was  oehyed  at  once— Away  he  flew,  to 
he  tune  of  a  loud  halloo  railed  by  all  prefent.  The 
Licking  was  repeated  a  third  time — more  feverelv  Hill 
—the  fellows  had  got  frefh  Ikill  at  the  tofs,  and  feem~- 

;J  to  reliili  the  fport - The  wretch  could  not  keep 

i  s  legs  for  fome  time  when  he  gained  the  ground- - 

ie’  was  moll  nobly  paid  On - infomuch  that  I 

raeilion  whether  he  will  take  another  trip  lo  Ameri-' 
:a  on  fuch  an  errand.  He  was  fo  beftufted  w  ith  filth 
nd  mire,  that  I  fancy  he  had  loft  all  power  of  utte.- 
nee  5  he  ftaggefd  to  his  horftv  which  hung  at  the 
■ate,  and  walked  him  away,  nor  have  we  heard  a  ay 
ning  more  of  him, 

I  mult  confefs,  I  enjoyed  the  chaftifemcnt  infinitely: 
Lhe  brute  had  treated  me  with  fuch  infolence  and  con- 
empiand  his  vile  fcheme  of  deceit  had  fo  irritated  me, 
nt  I  could  almo  ft  have  feen  him  cut  piece-meal  with 
rleafure.  * 

When  the  buftle  was  over,  my  father  queftioned  me 
yith  great  good  nature  about  the  connexion  I  had  form-' 
d  with  the  pretended  Mr.  Francis.  I  owned  eveiy 
king  without  referve,  and  told  him,  that  the  villain 
iad  fixed  on  a  day  for  defiring  his  confent,  and  laying 
ftate  of  his  fortune  before  him.  He  heard  me  with  a 
endernefs  ofwhich  I  ill  all  ever  retain  the  moft  grateful 
ememhrance. 

Make  yourfelf  no  longer  uneafy  about  it,  my  Lucy 
-He  is  a  deceitful  rafeal,  and  impofed  upon  me  as 
/ell  as  you  :  I  am  very  forry  he  ftiould  happen  to  make 
ny  impreflion  on  your  heart,  as  it  may  be  a  caufe  of 
neaftnefs  to  you,  but  I  hope  not.  Defpife  the  trick,, 
ly  child — I  have  puniflied  it  as  it  dcfei  ves,  and  depend 

pon  it,  his  tongue  is  tied - —he  is  a  cowardly  fel- 

E  a  low, 
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low,  and  dare  not  Infult  your  character: - Be  not 

afraid  of  it. 

I  his  kindnefsof  my  father  is  the  greatefl  confolation 
to  me  in  the  world;  and  is  the  ftiongeft  proof  of  the 
goodnefs  and  benevolence  of  his  heart — What  a  valu¬ 
able  father !  He  laughs  now  and  then  at  the  deceit 
and  ingenuity  of  the  dog  in  playing  the  impoftor  fo  well 
upon  him,  and  affuming  fentiments  of  retirement,  meie- 
ly  to  get  his  good  opinion. 

but  now,  Kitty,  do  not  you  expert  an  immediate 
declaration,  uiat  theablurdi  y  of  my  paffion  appearing 
at  once  to  me  in  Inch  ftrong  colours,  mu  ft  have  biche 
at  one  touch  the  enchantment  of  the  whole?  Would 
to  Heaven  that  was  the  cafe  :  blit,  my  Kitty,  I  am  the 
weakcf;  of  all  human  creatures — Strong  and  (eif-evicent 
as  the  ridicule  of  my  pa  (lion  appears,  I  am  fool  enough 
to  let  it.  afteft  me  ftrangely- — I  his  I  know  iiuft  appear 
as  the  h  eighth  of  folly  to  another  per  Ion — and  it  cer¬ 
tainly  is  io.  I  attempt  to  laugh  at  my  own  fmrplicity 
—but  all  is  in  vain,  1  am  lbi.il  in  love  with  an  idea, 
which  once  had  an  original,  but  now  Las  none.  I  dc- 
ferve  your  pity  as  well  as  your  contempt.  For  Heaven’s 
lake  do  not,  by  any  delay,  add  to  the  cruel  diftance  be¬ 
tween  us,  but  let  me  hear  frem  you  as  foon  as  pcflible* 


L.  Chetwyk. 
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LETTER  XXV. 

Mr.  Sinclair  to  Sir  Philip  Ch etwyn. 

Calais. 

I  HOPE,  my  dear  friend,  that  long  before  you  re 
ceive  this,  I  lliali  have  had  a  line  or  two  from  you, 
in  anfwer  to  my  laid — But  I  never  v/ait  for  regular  an  - 
fwers,  and  the  lefs  at  prefent,  as  I  have  fome  time  de¬ 
ferred  writing,  being  fully  determined  not  to  fet  pen  to 
paper  until  I  could  give  you  £p  good  account  of  that 
villain  Forreftcr ;  for  he  landed  )n  the  weft  of  England^ 
as  I  was  informed,  a  month  ago.  Whether  he  had 
any  defign  to  continue  incog.  I  know  not :  but  I  found 
fome  difficulty  in  ferretting  him  out.  As  foon  as  I 
learned  for  certain  where  he  was  (at  Salifiury)  \  took 
a  pofl-clialfe  for  that  city,  and  the  moment  1  arrive*’, 
fent  my  fervant  to  him  with  the  following  letter; 
charging  him  not  to  return  without  a  written  anfwer. 


tt 


Sir, 


That  friendfhip  which  you  fo  bafely  pretend'd 
for  Sir  Philip  Chetwyn,  really  exifts  in  my  boiom. 
Tour  deceit  prompted  you  to  form  a  mean,  dirty  fcheine 
of  revenge  for  an  old  imaginary  injury;  the  luccefs  of 
which  is  well  known  to  yourfelf.  My  /nicer  ity  incuce$ 
me  to  endeavour  at  that  juif  chahiiement,  which  my 
friend,  I  am  well  allured,  would  inflift  on  any  one 
out  of  my  reach,  who  treated  me  as  you  have  done 
him.  /\s  little  of  The  gentleman  as  you  have  fhewn 
in  that  vile  affair,  1  fhail  treat  you  like  one  in  this 
Name  your  weapon,  and  place  of  combat ;  I  only  ce- 
lire  the  time  may  not  be  longer  deferred  than  to-mor¬ 
row  morning  eai ly.  Your’?, 

H.  Sinclair.” 

His  anfwer  was  as  follows  : 

“  Sir, 

**  The  man  who  fpeaks  to  me  in  the  (file  of  a  gen¬ 
tleman  fhall  ever  receive  a  gentleman’s  answer.  ’Twas 

E  2  >  the 
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the  with  of  my  heart  to  meafure  fwords  with  Sir  Philip 
himfeif;  but  as  you  are  fo  friendly  as  to  fubftitute 
your felr  in  his  place,  1  efteem  it  the. fame  thing.  I 
enter  into  no  altercation  of  the  affair  that  is  paft.  Let 
the  combat  decide  all.  What  weapon  but  that  of  a 
gentleman! — the  fmall  fword,  Sir.  The  firfl  held  on 
the  right  hand  fide  of  J of e phi's  Green  contains  a  chalk¬ 
pit  proper  for  our  intent.  I  have  deferibed  iuo  your 
man.  As  you  mention  to-morrow  morning,  will  five 
o'clock  be  agreeable  ?  Your’s, 

C.  Forrester.” 

I  returned  this  billet: 


'  h 

The  weapon,  place  and  time  will  be  very  agree¬ 
able  to  me.  I  will  be  punctual;  and  fhali  be  attend¬ 
ed  only  by  my  fervant.  Yours 

H.  Sinclair.” 


I  was  at  the  chalk-pit  pretty  exactly  to  the  lime,  and 
my  antagonift  came  into  it  a  few  •  minutes  afrei  me. 
V\  e  immediately  flopped  to  our  jfhirts,  and  drawing 
--each  threw  himfeif  into  a  poiture  of  defence,  which 
was,  however,  foon  changed  by  my  adverfary,  foi  he 
made  a  molt  gallant  pafs  at  my  heart,  as  if  to  try  his 
man  ;  I  parry’d  it,  and  dropping  my  point  in  a  feint 
flew  at  him  in  a  defperate  lunge,  from  which  he  did 
net  efcape  without  a  flight  contu lion,  which  I  obferv’d 
by  the  heat  of  his  countenance ;  and  rather  loflng  hat 
Co  Anefs  of  blood  fo  neceffary  in  theie  affairs,  he  ra¬ 
ther  pufh’d  me  violently  than  with  great  (kill,  but  I 
found  him,  notwithftanding  that,  an  excellent  fwordi- 
man.  It  was  witivthe  utmoff  dilliculty  I  efcaped  be¬ 
ing  run  through  in  the  lait  or  three  pafleswh'ch  he 
made  a  me  with  atlonifhing  fwiftnefs ;  I  had  not  agi- 
ILy  enough  to  efcape  it  entirely,  for  my  bread  was 
flightly  graz’d — I  flung  my  fell  into  a  defenfive  feature 
immediately,  to  avoid  being  fiurry’d  at  that  ftvbke,  as 
I  well  knew  if  I  then  fuffered  my  mind  to  foe* heated, 
victory  would  infallibly  declare  for  my  adverfary — I 
receiv’d  another  pafs,  which  I  turn’d  afide,  and  with 
ail  the  quicknefs  I  was  matter  of,  t  inn  ft  at  him  imme- 


THE  FAIR  AMERI  C  A  N.  55 

mediately: _ he  was  on  his  guard  in  a  moment ;  but  I 

chang’d  the  point  of  attack,  and  turning  his  fword, 

ran  him  into  thq  fide— he  dagger’d  at  the  thrufl - - 

“  Zounds ]”  cried  I,  41  you're  dead  ” - “  No, 

damme,  111  live  to  pierce  your  boy’s  heart” - and 

clapping  his  hand  to  the  wound,  hx.  attack  d  me  Cie.- 
perately,  being  inflamed  ,  with  pailion — All  coolnefs 
was  now  at  an  end  witii  mm,  ne  tought  with  more 
fury  than  (kill,  and  receiving  another  wound  in  his 
fword-arm,  he  was  enraged  to  a  great  degree.  I  warn’d 
him  of  his  heat — fwore  he  was  a  dead  man — and  call’d 

to  him  to  alk  his  life  and  your  pardon -  “  No,  by 

G _ d  !”  was  his  anfwer;  and  ruffling  at  me,  made  re¬ 

peated  paiTes,  which  I  parry’d — and  1  believe  I  could 
have  continued  on  the  defenfive  ;  but  to  play  with  a 
defperate  man  was  dangerous ——  he  made  one 
thruft  which  warn’d  me  not  to  wait  for  fuch  another: 

I  attack’d  him  in  my  turn,  and  at  the  third  pafs  ran 
him  through  the  body.  He  dropt  his  arm,  Jean’d  up¬ 
on  his  (word,  and  was  juft  falling  when  his  footman 
ran  uo,  and  catching  him  in  his  arms,  dropp’d  him 
gently  to  the  ground — He  would  have  drawn  my  fword 
but  I  commanded  him  to  defift,  well  knowing  that 
fuch  an  aftion  rnuft  be  his  immediate  execution— ‘  For 
Heaven’s  fake,  Forrefter,  feize  this  laft  moment  for  a 

fliort  prayer  to  God  !” - His  anfwer  to  me  was  this 

reprobate  one— “  No,  damme,  Sinclair,  I’ve  liv’d 
like  a  foldier,  and  I  will  not  die  like  a  v.  h  n  ng  woman. 
No  prayers  for  me  !” — His  voice  forfooiv  him,  and  he 
expired  almoft  diredly.  Heaven  have  mercy  on  his 
guilty  foul! 

I  pave  his  fervant  directions  for  the  care  of  his  maf- 
tei’s  body,  and  repairing  to  the  inn,  let  off  pole  for 
London.  I  wailed  on  my  friends,  told  them  the  cafe 

_ fettled  a  few  affairs,  and  fet  off  in  a  poft-chaife  for 

Dover — embarked  Jor  this  town,  and  landed  finely. 
I  am  in  hopes  of  not  behig  obliged  to  (lay  from  home 
long,  for  my  Lord  C.  affurea  me,  he  fhculd  find  no 
difficulty  in  waving  a  profecution,  if  my  father  would 


open 
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open  his  purfe,  which  I  know  he  will  readilv  do 
— and  gain  me  a  pardon.  ' 

Do  not,  on  your  friendfliip<,  return  one  tha-'k  or 
compliment  on  this  affair:  I  fliould  not  have  an  od:* 
nmn  of your  Iriendlhip,  if  you  would  not  do  as  much 
in  luch  circumtlances  for  me. 

Tour’s,  &c.  , 

H. Sin cu  i r.- 


C-- 
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letter  XXVI. 

Sir  Philip  Chetwy n  to  Mr.  Sinclair. 

T  Received  yctrr  letter  of  love  and  deplorable  doubt, 

1  fr^ndv  and  indeed  you  mull  allow  me  to  laugh  at 
your  filiation  a  little— Between  two  fine  women,  botn 
demanding  the  utmoft  attention  and  the  lew  P°  g® ■> 
of  your  heart.  You  are  a  very  lucky  fellow  to  be  able 

to'tofs  your  handkerchief  to  the  favourite  among  fuch 
women— but  advice  is  what  you  want— 1  muff  the.t- 

fore  (too  my  pen  in  that  path. 

K0..v  is  iduoillble  I  ffoould,  at  this  distance,  give  you 
advice  on  luch  an  affair  !  The  circumftances  ot  the  cay 
mutt  be  your  guide.  The  Italian  lacy,  I  can  eafny 
conceive,  is  no  common  woman;  and  as  flie  hastlnown 
herfelf with  Rich  unuffiai  reliance  on  your  nonour,  it 
would  be  a  bafe  action  not  to  aft  towaros  her  w  mi  the 
■ft.idel  decorum.  But  l'uch  a  relolution  cannot  Pieyent 
your  loving  another  woman  better;  nor  is  iuch  a  net 
pillion  an  impeachment  of  your  honour --When 


by  another,  but  that  it  is  your  earneft .wii.i  to  past  on 

terms  of  frlendflitp-and  as  to  any  gratification  inhume, 
provided  sue  would  accept  it,  that  »  entirely  m  your 

owl  bread.  Do  not  fuppofe  I  am  giving  you  a.wice  , 
I  mean  only  to  tell  you  what  I  fnouldao  in  the  iamb 


If  you  have  any  remains  of  tendernefs  for  her,  I  muff 
pi ty  your  fituation  greatly,  and  I  fee  you  feel  much  at 
the  idea  of  your  inconftancy-I  do  not  wonder  at  this, 
an.j  time,  which  will  throw  you  deeper  into  youi  new 

padion>  mu  it  be  youi  cure. 


* 


* 


* 


Our  correspondence,  at  prefect  is  fomewhat  in  the 
ft  de  ot  love-lick  i'waiii:  :  I  anfwer  the  complaint  oi  youi 
palilon,  and  immediately  Hide  into  my  own. 


_  r» 
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in. !VI  ’"  t!f :  c(!  Emmera,  fince  that  dating  attempt  on  her 

-'f  thmt*  1‘ftened  with  rather  m ore  atten- 
io.i  ihan  Uiore  to  the  lubjcft  of  pry  paftion.  Whether 

rniVl'ao&:  f'!'3n0tthCr  ^  ha=  an>  ‘‘"^ehce  on  her 

TOUj-or  wtretcer  fhe  begins  to  be  moved  with  fym- 
}■  ay  at  Me  aicient  afteft.'on  that  has  fo  long  wa  rn'd 

?^dv  °t  V- ^  !10t ;  but  not  to 

1  ,toPFJJo  our  converfaasns,  when  they  tend 
♦  nat  way,  as  Hie  ufed  to  be,.  J 

As  we  were  lately  at  the  hermitage,  enjoying  the  ticli- 
cionfnefs  of  the  place,  and  a  little  elegant  rcpr.il,  which, 
oy  commit  to  our  common  ones,  apneareei  infinitely 
charming,-- while  our  mutual  pieafme  ai.d  liveliness 

nad  turn  ci  our  louls  to  tender  ideas,  my  Emmera  faid 
laid  to  me, 

^  Own  to  me  now.  Sir  Philip,  that  your  fiend,  the 
.'.or!d,  could  never  confer  a  retirement  fo  fe  cetiv  ele¬ 
gant  as  this--- fo  iequeftei’d founc’ifturb’d— — fo . 

fo  quick,  my  ftu’relt.  I  fhould  be  very  unerate- 
tul  melted  if  I  was  not  to  contefs,  that  all  my  piefent 

lUppinefs - ail  the  true  Litas  I  have  of  retirement,  are 

Owing  to  you  and  this  place.  Had  I  not  Been  here,  I 
r.e/er  .houla  have  had  any  juft  notions  of  what  charms 
a.  loutary  life  is  capable:  Exquifite  and  delightful  has 

i ay  retirement  been - but,  my  dear  Fmciera,  the 

p-er.lurc  has  been  owing  firft  to  you - with  you  I 

coimwe  happy  to  excels  in  any  fpot  upon  earth — Let 

Ul0it  *°  m  a  retirement  with  you  in  England _ - 

My  clear  friend,  that  is  a  contradict  in  terms— A 
retirement  in  England  is  impoffifele  ~ — Wc  havede- 

oated  that  point  often  enough  fuielw - You  never 

gave  me  one  reafon  lufHcient  to  change  my  opinion. 

My  dear  Emmeia,  you  would  never  give  ear  to  ali 
l  !  7  rc^Lon  s.  But  what  would  you  lay  to  me,  if  I  was 
to  perfuadeyou  to  take  a  voyage  to  England  with  all 
pohible  privacy,  and  as  men  as  we  larded,  drive  in  a 
ciole  chaife  to  my  country-leal,  which  is  as  private  and 
reured  as  this  very  fpot  —  There,  my  Emmera,  we 
might  refiae  without  ever  being  known,  feen,  orvifited 
by  any  one,  if  fuch  was  ycur  pie  a  fu  re.  My  eftate  is 

Citenfive, 
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extenfive,  and  very  woody ;  there  are  an  hundred  fpots 
about  it,  which  we  might  turn  into  hermitages,  fequef- 

ter’d  arbours,  grots,  - 1  cannot  boad  of  fuch 

beautiful  fccnes  as  this,  but  my  Emmera’i  tafte  will 

new  mold  the  place,  and  render  it  charming- -  After 

tome  little  leiidence,  if  you  regretted  this  pleafing  retire¬ 
ment,  I  pawn  my  honour  to  you,  'that  I  will  immedi¬ 
ately  return,  and  fpend  with  you  here  the  remainder  of 
ray  days.  Wherever  you  are,  my  faired,  there  muft  I 
he  while  I  have  exigence. 

A  very  fine  fcheme,  indeed  !  And  why  cannot  we 
enjoy  all  the  pleasures  of  retirement  here,  as  well  as  in 
England  ?  where,  I  am  fure,  we  can  never  be  fo 

compleatly  retired - but  if  we  were,  that  is  a  proof 

we  ihould  change  merely  for  the  fake  of  changing 
— —which  is  but  aTilly  fcheme,  Sir  Philip. 

1  he  defire  of  happinefs,  which  in  other  words,  is 
pleafure,  while  innocently  purfued,  is  rational  and 
you  may  lafefy  allow,  my  Ernmera,  that  there  are  a 
thoufand  cbjefts  worthy  of  attention  to  be  met  with  in 
a. perfectly  civilized  country,  that  yield  abne  lefion  of 
morality  to  the  heait  of  man,  at  the  fame  time  that 
they  confer  no  flight  pleafure  to  the  imagination. 

LefTons  of  morality  to  the  heart  of  inanl  — _ That 

is  as  much  as  to  lav,  we  iliould  rufli  into  temptation, 
a  nd  run  the  chance  of  all  worldly  wickednefs,  becaufe 

the  fame  world  furnifhes  leffons - Catch  the  difeafe, 

that  we  may  fliew  our  fkill  in  curing  it !  Aly  heart,  Sir 
Philip,  in  my  prefent  Situation,  tells  me  it  wants  no 
Jettons  of  morality  from  ayicicus-wofld- 1  have  heard 

my  father  fay  that  ignorance  is  no 'bad  fecurity  of  inno¬ 
cence.  J 

Heavens  !  my  cleared,  my  conference  ought  to  keep 
me  from  carrying  you  into  the  world  SuclTbeaaty  and 
fuch  an  underdanding —  fuch  penetration _ 

Such - *  fuch  are  the  arguments  of  the  world 

The  rapidity  of  your  conceptions,  my  dear  Eimnera 

furpafies  mine  — - but  it  does  not  take  from  me  my 

common  lenfe.  Let  me  afk  you  one  quedion.  JJ  ) 
you  luppofe  that  the  Deity  created  fome  hundred  mil¬ 
lions  of  ftrnnan  creatures- — gave  them  fpeecb,  hear¬ 
ing* 
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ing,  underdanding,  and  endowed  them  with  a  thou- 

fand  faculties,  ufeiefs  but  in  fociety - placed  them 

in  a  date  of  the  mod  intimate  ibciety-  to  alleviate 
each  other’s  forrows,  and  to  ihare  their  joys  ?  Can  you 
look  around  this  vad  world  and  fee,  that  how  evei  va¬ 
rious  are  the  climates - however  different  the  tem¬ 

pers,  condi  tut  ions  and  ideas  of  men — yet  every  where 
they  agree  in  this  one  great  rule— — To  live  in  Society- 
Does  not  this  my  Emmera,  difplay  the  tlefign  ot  Pro¬ 
vidence  in  the  dronged  manner  ?  Can  you  to  this  op- 
pole  one  indance  —perhaps  not  fuch  another  in  the  uni- 
•verfe?  Are  fmgle  indances  of  a  partial  fociety  to  be 
held  in  competition  with  the  general  fyftem  of  the 
world’s  osconomy  ?  With  the  univerfal  diipenfations  of 
Omnipotence  ? 

Oh!  Sir  Philip!  there  is  a  fallacy  in  that  argument, 
which  I  ihouid  not  have  expected  from  your  real  fkn- 
tlments.  Your  confounding  the  practice— the  caprice 

_ the  villainy  of  mankind  with  the  divine  management; 

can  only  lead  you  into  endlefs  errors— By  proving  too 
much,  you  prove  no* Ling  at  all ;  for  you  may  w  ith  e- 
qualreafon  aflert,  that  it  is  the  difpenfation  of  provi¬ 
dence,  ywhich  draws  men  into  that  clofe  fociety  to  be 
met  with  in  great  cities— thole  receptacles  of  niiiVry 
—of  every  Blocking  vice  that  can  degiadc  the  fpecies 
- —  Thofe  graves  oi  humanity..  Thefeareto  be  found 
in  every  dime  — among  every  people*— —however  dif¬ 
ferent  the  tempers,  conditutioi  s,  and  oeas  ol  men 
in  this  one  point  they  agree;  to  live  in  great  Cities. 

This,  therefore,  mud  be  the  dedgn  of  the  Deity.- - 

Can  any  thing  be  more' ridiculous  than  the  fuppofkion  ! 
Where  is  a  greater  abiurdity  to^  be  found  than  thefe 
o-ene  al  maxims,  r  mnsied  in  a  pii\  ate  opinion  !  Bel:e\  e 
me,  my  friend,  me  divine  oscoiiomy  has  too  much  of 
wifdom  in  its  frame  to  be  the  father  of  human  inden¬ 
tions,  fallaions,  and  caprice.  Mankind  have  reafon 

giver'  hem  foi  their  guide - they  can  have  ro  better 

and  this  will  ever  teach  them,  that  a  life  of  retirement 
and  innocence  is  as  confident  with  their  nature  as  one  oi 
diilipation  and  luxury. 
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My  deareft  Emmera,  I  muft  put  a  concluiion  to  all 

arguments  with  you - You  know  not  what  the  work} 

is  but  you  know  enough  of  it  to  difplay  a  ftrength  of 
reafon  and  a  penetration  of  mind  to  which  I  own  my- 
felf  hitherto  a  ftranger  — -  — I  will  allow  you  confute 
my  arguments,  but  you  do  not  overturn  the  founda- 
tion  on  which  they  were  built.  I  admire  the  folidity 

of  your  reflexions - and  am  infinitely  entertained  at 

tnat  fund  of  good  fen le,  fo  confpicuous  in  every  thin^ 
you  advance.^  Would  to  Heaven  your  father  had  ne^ 
ver  opened  his  lips  to  you  about  the  world. 

Thole  worldly  compliments  will  never  carry  the 

force  of  reafons - and  their  coming  at  the  tail  of 

your  arguments,  is  not  to  their  credit.  But,  Sir  Phi- 
hp,  you  fhall  not  fay  I  am  an  ignorant  creature,  void 
of  every  thing  but  prejudice,  and  chattering  away  on 
things  I  do  not  underftand.  Ignorant  I  may  be,  but 

not  deaf  to  the  voice  of  reafon - Prejudiced  I  knovr 

I  muft  be  in  favour  of  a  retirement,  wrhich  has  proved 
fo  happy  to  me  but  I  will  allow  the  world  may  be  bet¬ 
ter  than  the  idea  I  have  of  it  will  permit  me  to  think" 

Condefcend  then,  my  charming  Emmera,  to  allow 

that  we  could  live  happily  in  England  as  well  as  in  Ame¬ 
rica. 

I  do  not  doubt  it.  But  the  one  is  a  certainty — You 

cannot  call  the  other  any  thing  more  than  a  probabi¬ 
lity.  r 

Promile  me,  my  deareft,  at  leaft  to  make  the  trial  • 

I  will  at  the  fame  time  fwear  to  return  with  you  the 
moment  you  defire  it. 

I  am  full  of  terrors  at 
the  very  idea  :  nor  would  that  idea,  ever  from  my  own 

fuggeftions,  have  entered  my  mind.  Believe  me,  I 
think  of  the  poflibility  of  fuch  a  conduX,  merely  be¬ 
cause  you  teize  me  fo  much  about  it,  and  are  fo  unhap¬ 
py  here.— -  t 


Say  not  that  wicked  word,  my  cruel  fair— I  cannc 
be  unhappy  while  blefled  with  your  company;  I  on! 

wulh  to  have  you  try  both  lives,  and  then  prefer  whic 
pleales  you  bell. 


F 


Well, 


Well,  St:  I  will  confider  of  it.  But  expecd  an  ab- 
folut-e  determination  never  to  leave  this  charming  re¬ 
tirement  —  Then  you  cannot  be  riifappcinted.  But 
Jet- me  conjure  you,  if  fuch  fhould  be  my  1 1  folution, 
not  to  render  your  future  life  unhappy  in  bamfhing 
vourfelt  from  a  world  which  has  fo  many  ties  to  render 


itfelf  agreeable,  in  favour  of  me  who  can  manage  to 

O  Jj 

1  ve  quite  by  myfelf - entirely  1  binary ;  thov  gh  I  had 

rather  never  have  feen  you - 


She  Ipoke  thefe  words  in  a  faultering,  pathetic  man- 
rer,  with  tears  almold  in  her  eyes— 1  caught  hold  of 
her  hand,  and  dropping  on  my  knees  before  her  bath’d 
it  with  my  tears - 

No - thou  adorable  angel - the  Ida  Hid  pattern 

of  fuper-human  excellence  - - Never - never  will 

1  leave  you  one  moment :  but  with  the  moll  conilant, 

endlefs  pallion,  be  eternally  your  Have - Oh! 

Iliiimera!  —  Oh!  my deareil — only  companion— why 

why  will  you  not  return  the  true  id -  mold  ardent 

pallion  that  ever  warm’d  a  human  breald  ? 

Alas  !  Sir  Philip,  why  will  you  ufe  a  language  I 

cannot,  muld  not  hear  r  - - Do  not,  for  Heaven’s 

lake,  do  not  take  advantage  of  my  fituaticn - Be 

content  to  know,  that  I  value  you  infinitely  bevond  the 

idea  of  all  other  men  - You  know  not  how  much 

I  e (dee m  you - - - 

Eftecm  me — Emmera  - 


Be  not  captious  at  a  word :  You  know  not  with  what 

- - affection  — - —  I  - - 

Ohj  Sinclair!  what  bluflies  and  confufion !  what 
painting  of  the  model!  foul !-— -Heavens !  the  extatic 
Pound  yet  vibrates  to  my  liidening  ears — and  fooths  me 
with  foul-enchanting  harmony.  ’Tvai  a  fweet 
turn  in  her  affection  which  I  ne’er  knew  till  then — and 
fill'd  me  with  heavenly  hopes. 

JVly  Etr.msra  !  my  life’s  bed  joy!  my  only  love! 
This  moment  do  I  (wear  eternal  constancy  to  tint  fair 
foul  which  does  illumine  mine!  Never  will  I,  it 
thought,  word  or  deed,  ofdend  againft  your  flighteld 
w  .’111 -- but  let  my  life  flow  one  continued  Id  ream  of 

iove, 
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love,  fidcl’ty  and  joy  !  Mo  ft  amiable  wcman  ! - molt 

lovely  of  mortals  f 

I  could  have  run  on  for  ever,  but  the  dear  argel 
arcle  from  her  feat  to  recover  her  little  Confuficn,  and 
hinted  that  It  was  time  to  go.  This  has  been  a  day, 
indeed  !  I  will  purfue  my  advantage — and,  if  pirthbie, 
bung  this  angelic  creature  to  cor. lent  to  mal  e  me  ca¬ 
pitally  happy.  Cm  «  I  but  call  her  mine]  Oh,  Sin¬ 
clair  l  how  nv  heait  beats  at  the  very  idea  J 

■'h  *  i¥r  * 

By  flight  degees,  I  have  brought  my  rear  Em  me  a 
to  think  a  little  about  leaving  this  retirement  at  lea  It 
f  )r  a  time  - — -  Sie  does  not  liippofe  that  .1  tiik  oyer  her 

thoughts - but,  neverthelds,  I  think  1  am  not 

m j (taken.  "I  his  morning,  while  I  was  converting  with 
her  about  thofe  conv^nicncies  in  thewc  iid,  which  a. e 

of  the  great  eft  ufe  in  fuch  a  retirement  as  this - ike 

ibid, 

What  was  your  father’s  defign,  Sir  Philip,  in  leav¬ 
ing  England,  with  his  family,  to  make  fo  iong  a  flay 
in  America  ?  1  cicuot  he  has  as  had  an  opinion  of  the 
world  as  myfelf. 

My  father,  madam,  had  an  idea  of  purchafing  an 
cot  ate  in  our  colonies  to  good  advantage;  He  was  to  rid 
of  the  deferiptions  lie  had  heard  ofthe  country,  and 
had  a  great  curioftty  to  fee  it. 

And  has  he  purenafed? 

Not  yet.  He  did  not  care  entirely  to  fix  before  he 
1  was  vjfibly  allured  that  the  countr/  and  climate  woc'd 
anwer  his  expectations.  He  therefore  lodges  at  p.c- 
knt  at  the  houfe  of  a  conGderabie  planter  at  a  back 
fetrteiiient,  from  whence  he  makes  excursions  to  view 
the  cour  try. 

ii>id  you  not  once  mention  a  filler  of  your’s  that  wms 
with  him?  7 

My  filter  and  fervants  compofe  his  prefent  family. 

But  fu rely,  fuch  a  life  to  her  muft  be  very  melan¬ 
choly;  for  your  father,  I  ftippofe,  is  generally  cut, 
■and  ilie  has  been  ufed  to  a  very  different  one. 


F 


To 


b 


64  THE  FAIR  AMERICAN. 

To  mofi  women  it  would  :  but  my  filler,.  Emmera, 
lias  a  lit  tle  of  your  difpofition  in  her ;  fhe  cares  not  the 
lealt  tor  a  life  of  difiipation  and  company,  but  is  very 
contented  with  her  prefent  fituation.  She  is  fond  of 

reading,  and  palfionatcly  fo  of  mufic - -  and  thofe 

twro  an  hi  foments,  with  the  correfpondence  ilie  caniet 
on  with  tier  friends  in  England,  donctieave  her  much 
tedious  time. 

to  me,  that  appears  a  firange  life:  Continued regd- 
/ing  mull  boon  exhautl  the  attention,  and  pain  one’s 
faculties— — befices,  what  numbers  of  books  are  no- 
ceflary— and  I  have  often  heard  my  father  complain  of 
the  extic-me  poverty  of  moil  that  have  been  publiflied: 
1  cannot  but  think  he  would  have  brought  all  the  re¬ 
ally  good  ones  with  him  to  his  retirement.  As  to  mu- 
iic,  my  ideas  are  certainly  very  confined,  and  he  ne¬ 
ver  gave  me  any  but  very  flight  explanations,  always 
however  adding,  that  the  charming  melody  of  the  lit¬ 
tle  feather’d  mufic ians  infinitely  exceeded  the  founds  of 
a:  t. 

Your  father,  my  Emmera,  was  a  little  prejudiced 

in  every  thing  relative  to  the  world - but  in  nothing 

more  fo  than  mufic— — for  it  is  moft  certainly  the  moft 
divine  amufement  we  have  any  conception  of  and 
thofe  who  are  mailers  of  it  all  agree  that  no  entertain¬ 
ment  is  fo  confiantly  agreeable,  it  nevex  cloys. 

Bat,  Sir  Philip,  if  it  is  fo,  ii ill  that  and  reading  can 

only  employ  the  mind - and  but  very  flightly  any 

pmt  of  the  body.  What  wholefome  labour  and  exer- 
ci'-c  does  your  filler  take?  Or  is  fhe  like  the  ladies  ia 
general,  who  do  nothing  but  fit  fiill  and  deep  ? 

No  labour,  my  dear  Emmera:  but  firewalks  for  ex- 
ercife. 

Where  does  ihe  walk  to  ? 

Only  for  the  pleafure  of  the  walk. 

What  for  no  bu  finds —  r.o  employment  ?  That  is  ver 
if  firange.  Swi  ely  there  is  no  living  tn  agreeable,  healthy 
Jife,  without  feme  rural  bufinels  —  My  father  told  me, 
the  ladies  of  tne  woild  in  general  had  neither  health 
nor  fpiriis — but  I  thought  your  fifier — • 

She 
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She  was  never  ufed  to  any  thing  of  that  kind  •  and 
yet,  my  Emmeray  fie  has  both,  and  I  would  an  Ever 
dor  vour  thinking  her  a  fenfible  agreeable  woman,  and 
no  fighty  fine  lady  of  the  world. 

What  would  become  of  my  health,  my  fpirits, - 

and  indeed  every  thing  agreeable  to  me,  if  I  was  to 

lead  inch  a  life  !  Reading  and  miific  !- - A  littje  may 

be  ve  y  well !  —  but  not  that  little,  if  previous  la¬ 
bour  did  not  render  it  acceptable.  Eyery  lady  furely 

ihould  at  lead  cultivate  a  little  garden - orone  field, 

to  fa  ve  them  the  fatigue  of  walking  for  the  fake  of 

walking - and  deeping  to  pafs  their  time. - But 

by  your  defcription  of  your  filler,  I  believe  I  fliould 
like  her  conversation  \  cry  well. 

My  charm  ng  Enimera,  3  am  lure  you  would — and 
why  net  go  and  pay  her  a  viiit,  and  give  her  a  little 
advice  to  change  her  life  for  one  more  rational  ? 

Ah  !  Sir  Philip  !  —  - —  1  o  be  lure  flie  would  take 

my  advice - 1  underiland  you.  You  want  me  very 

much  to  lead  the  fame  life - ^ 

No,  by  Heaven !  I  would  not  have  you  for  the  uni- 
verfe  ;  and  let  us  live  where  we  will,  our  life  and  em¬ 
ployment  ili-all  be  the  fame.  But,  my  dear  Eixmertf, 
confent  to  a  Ibort  vifit  at  lead - 

] — I— Don’t  forfeit  your  prom ife,  Sir  Philip  Chet- 
wyn — I  will  c emptier  of  it. 

Jove !  Sinclair  f  if  I  could  but  bring  her  to  it  ?—Bue 
I  will  not  despair — Sire  broke  the  convei  fatten  eff— But 
1  fliali  re-alTume  it  as  Con  a;  poffible. 

'K- 

Heavens  l  rn^  ft  lend!  Enlmera - the  charming 

iimmera,  contents  to  leave  this  retirement  !  to  pay  a 
vifit  to  my  filer!  — Now  is  the  happy  moment  come  T 
,  n0A ’  Sinclair,  lama  man!  Kind,  confenting,  an¬ 
gelic  creature !  Nought  but  eternal  fweetnefs  reigns  in 
that  lair  loul !  i  his  ihoke — this  agreeable  and  almoll 
unexpected  tiding,  has  infufed  new  life  into  all  my 
hopes.  I  renewed  the  converfation  to-day,  and  after 
a  lew  other  quedions,  ilie  laid, 

/  •  . 
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Now,  Sir  Philip,  I  doubt  you  think  there  is  no  con¬ 
tent  in  this  lweet,  this  happy,  this  innocent  fppt - 

you  have  your  native  count; y  in  your  head— and  I  am 
the  caufe  of  your  uneafinefs— — 

My  kindeft  Emmera,  I  have  experienced  too  much 
happineis  in  this  retirement,  ever  to  harbour  the  ilight- 
eft  diftike  to  it — nor  does  one  wiih  to  revifit  our  native 
country  ever  enter  my  heart,  unlefs  accompanied  by 
you. 

Oh  !  then,  if  I  was  to  confent  to  vifit  your  fiber  for  a 
day  or  two,  you  would  force  me  to  go  to  England  ! 

Force  you,  my  deareftf — name  not  that  cruel  word. 
The  idea  is  hateful  to  me — Never  will  I  afk  a  thing  of 
you,  which  I  think  will  not  be  agreeable  to  you. 

I  thihk  you  have  not  deceived  me  in  her  charac¬ 
ter—— 

No,  believe  me,  my  Emmera! 

If  it  would  give  you  fatisfidtion — and  render  this 
place  more  agreeable  to  you  on  our  return,  I  would 
confent  to  leave  it  foi  a  Ihort  time. 

Oh!  my  Emmera!  'Fen  thoufand  bleifings  reft  up¬ 
on  that  angelic  heart,  which  leeks  nought  but  to  ob- 
[fre.  It  wiil  give  me  infinite  fat  is  faction,  my  deareft 
and  make  tins  retirement  a  thouiand  times  more  agiee- 
able  than  ever.  A  million  of  the  fmcereft  thanks  now 
with  rapidity  from  my  grateful  foul.  When,  my  Emme¬ 
ra  ?  — — when  fhall  we  fet  out. 

Oh !  be  not  in  fuch  a  hurry— that  impetuofi  y  is 
what  I  dread.  We  muft  not  be  in  fuch  hafte.  Re¬ 
member,  ifl  agtee  to  it,  that  you  promife  me - • 

Any  thing  ray  deareft  Emmera  * 

Not  to  alk  n.e  to  ftay  with  youi  filler  longer  ti.an  is 

agreeable  to  myfelf. 

By  Heavens !  I  will  not. 

And  ifl  find  it  agreeable  to  me  to  make  any  ftay 
with  her,  that  you  will  not  alk  me  to  goto  England. 

Depend  upon  me,  I  will  not. 

Don’t  be  fui  prized,  Sir  Philip,  at  my  cautions 
1  know  not  how  I  Awll  like  the  iocicty  at  your  father’s 
—  -it  may  be  difagreeal°le  Ilie  J  an^  though  I  agree  to 

take 
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take  the  journey,  yet  I  cannot  anfwer  that  it  will  be 
agreeable  to  me. 

You  iliall  be  the  foie  manager  and  dire&refs,  rry 
angel.  I  confideryour  coRfentingto  the  vifit  as  a  great 
condefcenfion,  and  every  thing  concerning  it  fhali  red: 
entirely  in  your  own  bread.  ^ 

Remember  your  promife — I  expert  you  fliould  be  on 
honour. 

But,  my  dearefl  Emmera — when  fhali  we  go? 

When  you  pleafe.  You  iliall  manage  that. 

Well  then  to-morrow:  we  require  fcarce  any  pre¬ 
paration. 

That  is  rather  too  foon ;  for  we  mud  make  the  fig- 
nal  to  our  old  and  faithful  friends,  thelndians,  to  give 
them  notice  of  our  leaving  this  place  for  a  iliort  time, 
that  in  cafe  they  fhould  accidentally  (land  in  need  of 
our  afliftance,  and  come  to  us  for  it,  they  may  not 
find  us  fled  without  knowing  the  reafon. 

True,  my  dearefl — But  I  will  make  the  fignal  to¬ 
morrow-morning - they  will  be  with  us  before  night, 

and  then  we  may  very  well  fet  off  the  next  morning. 

Well,  as  you  pleafe  in  that:  But  remember,  Sir 
Philip,  the  cows  and  oxen  are  let  out  oftheenclofures, 
that  in  cafe  we  flay  rather  longer  than  we  think  at  pre 
fent,  they  may  have  the  whole  valley  to  range  over. 

*  *  * 

What-  an  amiable  affeflion  has  this  dearefl:  of  all  wo¬ 
men  for  the  only  place  which  fhe  remembers — her  lit¬ 
tle  world,  which  contains  all  flie  knows,  and  all  fhe 
wifhes.  A  thoufand  flight  horrors  of  a  melancholy 
mind  renders  the  leav:ng  it  pathetick  to  the  laft  de¬ 
gree.  We  are  ready  to  begin  our  march,  and  my  Em¬ 
mera  is  fettling  a  few  little  matters,  that  fhe  may  leave 
her  houfe  in  good  order.  Our  old  faithful  friends  at¬ 
tended  our  fignal ;  and  when  I  explained  to  them  the 
reafon,  alluring  them,  that  we  did  n»t  defign  to  beab- 
fent  long,  but  that  if  accidentally  we  fhould,  we  hoped 
they  would  not  difeover  our  retreat  to  any  one  ;  adding 
that,  we  would  not  return  without  bringing  frefh  ftores 
with  us  for  their  affillance  on  occafion  $  they,  in  the 

warm 
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warmed  manner,  affured  us  of  their  eternal  obfervance 
of  our  diredtions,  mod  heartily  wiihing  that  we  mi^ht 
fpeedily  return.  Two  of  them  daid  to  attend  us  in 
the  journey. 

We  are  now  fetting  off. — Heaven  preferve  my  Em- 
merain  every  clime,  and  in  every  filiation  which  chance 
can  throw  her  in.  I  leal  up  this,  and  iliall  difpatch 
it  immediately  5  and  defign  writing  to.  you  ayain  from 
mv  father’s.  Adieu. 
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LETTER  XXVII. 

Mlfs  He rve y  to  Mifs  Chetwyn. 

AN  unlucky  affair,  my  dearefl,  has  happened  fince 
I  wrote  to  you  la  ft.  My  Mr.  Sinclair  has  fought 
a  duel  with  Colonel  Forrefler,  and  kill’d  him  in  it,  and 
of  courfe  has  fled  to  France.  He  is  at  prefent  at  Paris. 
They  fought  at  Salisbury.  Mr.  Sinclair  came  immedi¬ 
ately  poll  to  London,  call’d  on  me  for  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  faid  he  challeng’d  Forrefler  for  a  villainous  at¬ 
tempt  on  your  brother’s  miftrefs,  of  which  affair  I  knqw 
nothing.  He  declared  to  me,  with  fome  confusion, 
that  he  loved  me  to  diffraction.  I  freely  ufe  his  own 
exprefllon ;  and  begged  ardently  of  me,  in  cafe  he 
fir  culd  be  necefiitated  to  flay  long  abroad,  nc/i  to  forget 
his  pafilon  :  I  was  in  fuch  confufion  the  fhort  time  he 
was  with  me,  that  I  know  not  what  arxRvers  I  return¬ 
ed. 

I  mull  own,  my  Lucy,  thxt^Tris  bravery  pleafes  me 
beyond  meafure  :  Nothing  could  be  more  honourable, 
or  more  in  the  fly le  of  truly  generous  friendfhip,  than 
refenting  in  fuch  a  manner  an  indignity  put  upon  his 
friend.  Such  a  behaviour  flrews  the  fpirit  of  a  gentle¬ 
man.  I  have  no  doubt  but  he  will  always  conduct 
hinrfelf  through  life  with  honour  and  reputation. 

This  attempt  which  Forrefler  made  againft  your  bro¬ 
ther’s  lady  incog,  mull  have  happened  directly  before 
he  came  in  that  vile  manner  to  you.  Apropos,  my 
dearefl,  what  a  confounded  fellow!  Thank  Heaven  he 
has  been  punifhed  according  to  his  deferts''  — —  Such  a 
piece  of  deceit  and  revenge  I  think  I  never  heard  of : 
But  it  mull  be  owned,  your  father  treated  him  incom- 
parab’y  ;  and  had  you  known  his  attempt  on  your  bro¬ 
ther’s  folitude,  it  would  have  given  frefh  poignancy  to 
every  tofs,  fevere  as  they  were.  But  all  revenge  in  re¬ 
turn  is  fully  complete:  he  is  dead  and  peace  be  with 
his  afhes. 


Si  J 
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En^;Mr:  I>e  able  b7  his  friends’  in 

(not'ii no-  of  wilf  3 prc ‘ecut,on hom  Forreftcr’s friends 

able  to  procure  a  pardon,  I  know  not ,  hut  n  to  ft  hearti- 

ar  ft  ;n  b-.r:7’  %hh  ™ 

tuftet  et  S  ,,ldlffTer't  ,0  «*•  Inmttown,  lad- 
*  "  ^n.xttemely,  and  wiili  molt  heartily  that  I 

't'?0' the  mwu:!i  ^  cp4n  4: 

•Mefttht  V’'ght  yycome  to  fome  arable  event. 

V“‘  r  J  ”cefi,ye!y  concerned  at  Sinclair’s  micfor- 
t  ne,  and  -deirgns  /peaking  to  try  Lord  S - about 

1  >  l,“t  -  0,1  bts  inuch.c :  any  fuccefs. 

*  &  *  * 

M-s.  Edgerton  called  on  me  this  morning  in  deep 

inning:  her  hufband  died  in  prifon  laft  week 

Sue  was  more  melancholy  on  the  cccrdlon  than  l  og  e£t- 
f  l  aer’,-  0|  rtioug.it  her  capable  of ;  for  a  more  airy, 
leather  oi  a  !oul  i  never  met  with.  During  his  illneft, 
he  lent  molt  preffingly  to  teg  her  prefer.ce  for  a  few 
romu.es  before  he  cued,  and  from  her  account  of  him 

I  ll'  TTTAr.  L _  1  •  •  -  •  • 


.  Yk  -  .  inc-eeaj  ror  a  imaij  ei- 

t-.tc  in  Dorferfhire.  He  cded  al moll  raving  mad  Icon 
alter  fh?  itfi  him  :  and  if  ilie  regains  her  former  gaiety 
loon,  1  ilia.II  taink  fhe  has  no  refieftion  in  her. 

e  are  going  into Northamptonshire  for  about  three 
weeks  $  I  ihaji  not  tend  this  to  the  poll  till  we  return. 


W  -Jfr 

^!S  letter  of  feraps,  my  dear  Lucy,  two  months 
<nd,.will  afford  you  a  wonderful  difh  of  entertainment. 
Lut  in  the  fweetnefs  of  your  difpofition  I  look  for  the 
oblivion  of  ail  my  dulnefs.  So  dependant,  I  fcribble 
away,  and  fear  not  the  imputation  of  ftupidity. 

No  tidings  of  my  amiable  Mr.  Sinclair:  Pi  ay  Heaven 
be  may  loon  regain  his  native  land,  nevei  to  leave  it 
more!  I  now  feel  myfeif deeply  in  love  indeed  - 


Own 
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pR’n  ft  1  it  makes  me  referable,  and  you  '  I 

know  will  pity  me.  Would  to  Heaven  I  had  never 
teen  him - and  yet - aye - it  is  as  well _ 71 

*  *  * 


I  called  jjpon  Mrs.  Edgerton  to-day,  being  mela- 
cholymyfelf,  defigmng  to  condole  with  her.Cdft 

with  me  on  our  forrows - She  was  not  at  h^e 

flung  myfelf  Into  her  fo fa,  and  turning  over  «Sr 

two  of  a  novel  which  lay  there  found  ?(,„  r  11  ‘  i-° 

billet,  which  I  had  the  kicked  ’cuSfi  v  0  fc S"'" 
ant  very  glad  I  did.  7  °  rcaQ>  bu 

..  “  .A=  *<>on  as  ever  you  fee  Mifs  Hervey,  -in  all  th, 
1;1  e  'Sencc  }7?11  can  about  Chetwyn  and  his  o*irj  •  w 

^certa^nght  If  you  do  not  ad  your  part  well 

Hiiily  you  deferve  to  be  hangki — —Think  n f  th 

will  he  routed,  horfe  and  foot,  the  firft  “veek^f  1/ 

term,  for  then  the  fuit  comes  on - Of  all  n»i  J 

things,  ta^e  care  of  the  prifoffd  dog- _ . _  ' ?c 

I) heeled  to  IVirs.  Edgerton. 

I  took  a  copy  of  it  With  a  pencil  direftly  and  fa 
by  the  date  that  it  was  only  three  days  old  wV 
thedeuce  it  could  mean,  /could  nof/oncSe 

««.n.d  «.  w,“n  /.“J'C  SS 

ton  s  rap,  and  in  ilie  came.  I  was  annwV _ fl  ^CI* 

m  with  a  molt  jaunty  air,  followed 

ly  dreffed - herfelfin  rnlmtro  0  J  P  ,  ran  rich- 

/nerv.  I  faw  fire  was  abafh’d  at'the “fight^f Stm 
I  took  no  notice  of  her  change  of  atmrd  7’  i 
gentleman  attendant,  and  appeared  nofto  fee  her f  ' 
tufion.  She  recovered  herfelf  prefently  and  °U~ 

c.rat  about  indifferent  matters. - 1  made  b f° 

fhort;vd,t,  and  returned  home  full  of  conjefe^ 

As  ^Mrs'/dgeno'nT' f  wT  cTnSj^tthflT1^ 
W,tl‘  her  dangerous  and  abfurd  ;  1  had  noTpt 
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nionof  her,  and  great  reafon  to  think  fhe  was  a  mod 
confounded  hypocrite,  and  engaged  in  fome  plot  of  no 
good  countenance.  The  conclufion  of  the  note  made 
me  determine  to  iliew  ii  to  my  father :  I  knew  he  had  a 

law-fuit - an  old  affair,  but  it  never,  to  my  know** 

ledge  at  lead,  gave  him  the  lead  unealinefs. - - 

What  the  prifon’d  dog  could  mean,  I  could  not  guefs. 

I  went  to  him  with  it,  telling  him  where,  and  in 
what  manner  I  found  it - He  read  it,  but'faid  laugh¬ 
ing,  “  Meer  duff,  Kitty  —  nonfenfe” - I  would 

have  argued  the  matter  a  little  with  him,  but  he  made 
a  great  joke  of  it,  and  doppedme  from  faying  anything 
more  about  it — Whether  it  be  duff  or  not,  I  will  have 
nothing  more  to  fay  to  Madam  Edgerton,  further  than 
giving  her  an  opportunity  to  quedion  me  about  the 
fubjeCt  of  the  note.  I  will  not  feal  up  this  till  after 
next  week,  for  I  have  a  mind  to  fee  what  turn  my  fa¬ 
ther’s  law-fuit  will  take,  if  there  diould  be  any  trial. 

*  ^  ™ 

I  alked  my  father  to-day,  Lucy,  about  the  law-fuit 
— He  told  me,  it  concerned  hisBerkfhire  edate :  That 
he  came  to  it  in  confequence  of  his  brother’s  will  who 
inherited  it  for  want  of  heirs  in  the  right  line — that  the 
man  with  whom  he  had  the  fuit  pretended  a  defcent 
from  fuch  an  heir,  and  claimed  the  edate  accordingly ; 
he  added,  that  it  was  rather  a  litigious  affair  that  was 
clear  in  his  favour,  his  antagonid  wanting  to  teize  him 
into  purchaling  a  general  difcharge,  which,  however, 
he  would  never  do. -  Pray  Heaven  my  father  may 

really  be  as  fecure  as  he  thinks  himfelf. 

*  *  *  * 

The  trial  came  on  according  to  expectation,  and  a 
drange  affair  it  has  turned  out.  My  father  has  lod  his 
caufe  and  edate  mod  unexpectedly.  Good  God  J  Lu¬ 
cy  1  what  an  adaii  is  this !  Chang’d  from  nothing  to  a 
matter  of  fuch  amazing  confequence.  ^  But  we  are  all 
ruined  pad  redemption, — Grant  us  patience.  Heaven ! 

I  believe  I  fhall  be  able  to  recollect  myfelf  enough 
now  to  give  you  fome  account  of  this  drange  and  un¬ 
happy  affair.  My  father’s  antagonid  is  the  friend  of  a 

former 
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former  owner  of  the  eftate,  for  want  ofwhofe  heirs  my 
father  pofTcflcs  the  eilate.  This  man  carried  it  on  for 
a  daughter  of  his  friend,  the  reality  of  whofe  being  was 

the  diiputed  point - but  he  proved  it  fufliciently ;  and 

alfo  that  die  was  on  her  way  home  from  America 
(whither  her  father  carried  her)  for  that  he  had  difco* 
vered  her,  and  fent  repeatedly ^  for  her  coming  oven 
But  what  puts  this  matter  out  of  doubt,  was  the  arrival 
of  the  daughter,  a  young  woman,  in  court,  during  the 
trial,  who  giving  fatisfa&ory  an'wers  to  whatever' was 
afked,  as  tar  as  ihc  could  know  any  thing  of  the  matter 
and  the  identity  of  her  perfon  being  proved  by  her  at¬ 
tendants,  and  a  remarkable  ring,  containing  the  pidure 
of  he.  mother  ici  in  diamonds,  which  was  proved  to 
have  been  in  the  pofleflion  of  her  father  before  he  left 
England- — —In  fhort,  thefe  and  many  other  circum- 
fbances  being  legally  proved,  the  decifion,  after  a  mod 
remarkable  trial,  was  given  againft  my  father,  who  Is 
now  left  pofTeiied  of  lcarce  an  hundred  a  year,  indead 
of  twenty  times  as  much. —  How  the  lofs  is  fo  exceflive 
1  do  not  v  et  underdand. — How e\  er,  the  young  woman, 
Elizabeth  Hervey,  my  n:  v  coufin,  with  ieveral  of  her 
friends,  are  adually  gone  down  into  Berkshire  to  take 
pofleilion  of  her  new  inheritance.  What  a  ft  rang  2  affair 
is  this !  Poveity  and  wretchednefs  will  be  our  portions 


Oh!  Sinclair!  Sinclair! 
No  more. 


But,  alas ! 


Mid  Hervey  is  in  treaty  I  hear  to  fell  her  new-ac¬ 
quired  eftate  -  There  are  foine  diange  doings  among 
rhem,_but  I  hear  no  particular.  Adieu,  my  der  Lu¬ 
cy.  This  letter  is  fwdieJ  to  length  enough. 

C»  2t  VS  Y. 


Vol.  ir. 


a 


•Sir  Philip  Chetwyn  to  Mr.  Si n clair. 


WE  arrived  at  this  place  laid  week  in  perfect  health 
and  fafety:  Heaven  be  praifed  for  my  good  for¬ 
tune  !  And  yet  fo  accuftomed  have  1  been  to  a  fe- 
qelter’d  life,  that  the  change  to  the  fociety  of  feveral 
perlons  is  attended  with  no  agreeable  fenfation.  I  felt 
an  inexprelfible  furprize,  mixed  with  pain,  on  feting 
any  other  figure  than  my  amiable  maid.  Our  journey 
was  terribly  difficult  and  fatiguing,  and  would  have  been 
too  much  for  any  other  woman.  When  we  came 
amongft  the  fettiements,  and  law  foine  corn-fields  feat-  . 
tered,  Emmera  made  me  obferve,  that  the  crops  were 

not  near  fo  fine  as  our  own  little  ones - —  “  And  fee’ 

laid  die,  “  bow  full  of  weeds  this  wheat  is — how  can 
they  keep  it  clean  fo  thickly  fown  N — She  wa$  fome- 
times  quite  hurt  at  feeing  poor  crops  over-run  with 
weeds.  The  people  wc  met  gave  her  no  great  idea  of 
the  fpecies — flie  feemed  difgulted  at  mankind.  When 
we  arrived,  I  a  Iked  for  Mils  Chetwyn,  and  was  imir.e- 
•ci  itely  fliewn  into  her  apartment.  She  was  in  attoniJli- 
ment  at  feeing  us - “  Good  God!  is  it  my  bro¬ 
ther  that  I  fee?;> - 

Even  io,  my  Lucy — And  I  have  brought  a  young  lady 
v  ith  me,  whole  company  I  am  lure  will  give  you  no 


final  1  pleafure.  •  . 

She  diluted  Emmera,  and  exprefs’d  great  happinen 
at  feeing  her.  There  was  but  little  aukwardnefs  in 
irer  return:  Nature  and  her  own  inimitable  fweetnefa 
gave  an  elegance  to  what  little  Hie  laid,  beyond  all  the 
varnifh  of  politenefs.  My  father  was  ablent ;  I  was 
olad  of  it ;  as  I  did  not  defire  to  introduce  her  to  leve¬ 
red  at  a  time.  I  turned  the  converlation  on  Emmera  s 
having  been  fecluded  from  the  world  lb  long,  and  on 
t  re  unwillinguefs  with  which  die  entered  it ;  my  filler 
f  )  ,ke  with  good  fenfj  and  moderation,  w filling  that 


wha  t 
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what  little  Are  now  would  fee  of  the  world,  might  give 
her  no  reafon  to  repent  the  ltep  fhe  had  taken. 

Emmera  was  not  very  free  *  tire  took  great  notice  of 
my  filler,  and  feemed  to  oblerve  her  through. 

1  took  an  opportunity,  when  we  were  alone,  to  afk 
her  how  flic  liked  Lucy - “  Very  well,”  Aie  re¬ 

plied  ->  44  i  think  her  a  lenftble,  agreeable  woman,  but 
ihe  has  a  thou  hind  ideas  of  which  I  have  no  concej- 
tion,  and  many  exprelhons  which  I  do  not  underhand. 

I  don’t  wonder  at  it,  ior  it  would  be  llrange  if  flic  was 

otherwife.” - “  Butareyou  fodhocked  at  lociety, 

my  denied,  as  you  expedted?” - “  No,”  anfwcicd 

ilie  :  “  but  reinembei  I  have  feen  but  little  of  it  yet.” 
— —  We  retired  early  to  the  apartments  my  filer  htd 

provided  for  us  - after  a  fuppei,  which  gay e  Emmie** 

ia  a  lialeditVuft - The  footman  was  bobbin*?  b»  hirdr 

ws  omcioufly  attentive,  which  1  faw  foe  oiu  rxt  like  — 
I  wink’d  on  my  fitter,  and  ihe  fent  him  away,  after 
letting  what  we  could  want  on  the  table.  ri  here  was 
a  fricaflee  of  chickens,  a  pigeon-pye,  and  fome  ether 

trifles,  all  of  which  my  filler  help’d  her  to - She 

tailed  them  ;  but  1  immediately  faw  ihe  liked  none  of 

them - but  at  lafl  made  a  hearty  meal  on  bread  and 

butter,  with  a  draught  of  water,  after  tailing  beer,  at 
which  ihe  made  a  wry  face.  She  drank  one  glafs  of 
wine,  which  flic  laid  was  bad;  and  retired  to  }  r  r 
chamber,  with  no  very  favourable  i.’.ea  of  cookeiy  in 
the  world. 

Emmera  and  myfclf  were  up  In  the  morning  as  focn- 
as  Mr.  Jones’s  fervants:  we  lock  a  walk  into  Ins  plan¬ 
tation,  or  (more  properly  fpeaking)  lann,  arid  fire  w  as 
highly  entertained  with  viewing  feveral  of  the  hufband- 
jy  implements,  and  the  cultivation  they  bellowed  on 
the  earth.  She  obferved,  with  great  pltafure,  that 
none  of  the  fields  were  fo  well  cultivated  as  her  own, 
»or  produced  fuch  abundant  crops.—' - This  was  mat¬ 

ter  of  great  triumph  to  her,  and  ihe  failed  not  to  take 
advantage  of  it. 

My  filler  had  breakfaft  earlier  than  ufual :  Emmera 
rcliflfd  the  tea,  and  liked  the  meal  in  general  very  w  ell. 

O  2,  When 
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When  it  was  over,  I  dt  fired  Lucy  to  play  a  leffion  on 
iisr  harpfichord,  (low,  moving,  melancholy  mufic, 
ar-d  as  die  had  a  German  flute  I  accompanied  her.  The 
amiable  maid  presently  Brewed  in  her  eyes  the  pleafure 
the  nuiliC  gave  her.  She  greedily  lifiened  to  cveiy  note 
and  when  we  had  done  die  was  in  raptures - 

Well,  Emmera - sue  net  thefe  founds  agreeable  ? 

Oh!  moft  divinely  fo!  This  is  vciy  amazing - 

Vv  hat  a  molt  ingenious  contrivance  is  this !  (Jl r iking 
ih”  keys  j  I  have  no  conception  of  the  mecharJfm  of 
this  mtliument. 


Don’t  you  think,  Emmera,  that  this  is  as  agreeable 
as  birds  mufic  ? 

I  mud  confefs,  it  entertains  me  vaflly  more.  Shall 
you  not  lie  tired  if  you  play  another  tunc  ? 

Not  m  the  leaf: 


We  play’d  her  another  concerto  sn  the  fclemn  flyle, 
and  tfcenftverai  moie,  which  gave  her  prodigious  plea¬ 
sure.  We  once  chang’d  into  quick  notes  of  difficult  ex¬ 
ecution,  but  they  gave  her  vifible  pain - fhefeemed 

delighted  to  dwell  on  the  flow  ,  melodious  movements, 
which  yield  a  foft  melancholy  to  the  foul.  Such  wai 
the  pleafure  ihe  received  from  the  mnfio,  that  I  believe 
lire  could  have  heard  us  a  week.  But  I  did  not  care 
to  let  the  pleafure  fhe  took  in  It  be  too  far  gratified — 
as  any  thing  in  fociety  that  gave  her  pleasure  was  a  ma¬ 
terial  point  to  me.  This  of  mufic  was  themofr  impor¬ 
tant  of  all,  for  even  that  cay  I  thought  i  law  a  little  of 
fomething  like  lafikude  in  her,  to;  want  of  her  ulual 
employments.  I  did  not  wonder  at  it,  for  the  change 
of  life  was  fo  entire,  that  it  niuir,  in  fome  meafuie, 
a  free!,  I  fhould  apprehend,  the  conflitution  even  of 
her  body. 

It  gave  me  great  fat  is  fa  (Ton  to  find,  that  my  filler 
made  fome  progiefs  in  her  good  eph  ton  :  I  often  con- 
verfed  with  her  about  her  new  ideas,  and  found  with 
pleafure  that  /lie  considered  Lucy’s  acquaintance  as  an 
addition  to  her  happinefs. 

Whatever  I  obferved  flie  dill  iked  of  manners  and 
cuftoms  in  our  fmall  fociety,  I  determined  to  make  ufe 

of 
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of  as  an  argument  to  perfuade  her  to  take  a  voyage  to 
-England,  where  we  might  relide  fome  time  alone  on  my 

ellate - -  and  if  fhe  refufed  it,  I  defigned  to  urge  her 

ftrongly  to  an  immediate  marriage - hoping  between 

the  two  expedtatioiis  to  gain  fomething  to  my  wifhes  at 
ieaft.  I  broke  the  petition  to  her  the  hrft  opportunity 

when  I  thought  I  cbferved  a  little  melancholy  in  her _ - 

My  d cardl  Emmera,.  tell  me  how  you  like  the  life 
we  lead  here  at  prefent.. 

Not  at  all,  Sir  Philip—-  —  I  v/as  thinking  of  a  return 
tp  our  little  eheaiful  retiremeni,  which  appears  a  thou- 
.hand  times  more  agreeable  than  ever.  I  like  your  filler 

extremely,  and  mu  ft  own  I  fhould  regret  her  lofs  — - 

but  as  to  every  thing  elfe  which  your  boafted  flute  of 


Don't  be  too  fevere,  tny  Emmera - nor  judge  of 

what  I  call  a  ftate  ot  lociety,  from  what  you  fee  here.. 

ft  his  life  is  as  difagreeable  to  me  as  it  is  to  you - and 

was  it  not  for  LtrcyE  company,  I  could  not  exift  here  a. 
moment.  We  move  here  to  the  cuftoms  and  hours  of 

other  people:  we  have  no  employment - no  amufe- 

n  ent  but  imific-  all  is  melancholy - But,  my  dear 

Emmera,  that  would  not  Lethe  cafe,  if  we  were  let- 
tied  by  ourfelves  on  a  pretty  little  farm,,  to  cultivate  as 
we  did  in  our  retirement,  with  no  more  company  than 
was  agreeable — my  filter  now  and  then,,  for  iiiftance, 
with  a  little  concept  of  mufic  ;  and  if  we  h'ked  to  look 
on  the  bufy  world  a  little  to  laugh  at  it,  v,  e.  might,  iii 
the  niidft  or  all,  be*  fznig  and  retired. 

You  draw  an  agreeable  picture,  I  mu  ft  confefs. 

It  is  what  may  be  realized  at  once,,  iny  Emmera ; 
:t  you  will  ag  ee  to  take  a  vo}  age  to  England,  and  let- 
tie  on  myeftate - to  tiy  only  how  you  like  it. - . 

Oh  !  Sir  Philip - think  ofyourpromife - *A  voy¬ 
age  to  England !  - 

Why,  my  Emmera,  it  would  be  bur  a  flight  affair—  - 


a  favourable  gale  would  prcfently  waft  ns  thither ;  and 
if  you  did  not  like  it  aa  hen  you  had  tried  it  a  little,  \\  by 
we  would  return  for  our  life' to  our  hei  mitage. 
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I  cannot  content  to  this,  Sir  Philip,  but  muft  prefer 
my  petition  in  return  ;  that  you  will  perform  your  pro- 

mife,  and  return  to  our  farm - If  you  like  not  the 

life — only  fend  me  back,  and  you,  you  know,  can  en¬ 
ter  the  world  at  your  pleaiine. 

Why  fuch  cruel  words!  Emmera.  You  know  I 

will  live  and  die  with  you- - 1  can  exift  nowhere  elfe. 

I  will  return  with  you.  I  perform  my  prom ife :  But, 
my  Emmera,  with  no  trifling,  but  the  greated  feiiouf- 
ners,  mu  ft  I  beg  of  you  to  content  fed  to  be  mine  for 
ever- - - 

That  is  ungenerous,  Sir  Philip - Do  not  urge  me 

at  prefent. 

My  Geared  fair  one  (taking  her  tenderly  by  the  hand) 
you  know  not  with  what  excefs  of  affection  1  adore  you 

— I  have  long  lived  your  only  companion - furdy 

you  know  me  enough.  I  pretend  nor  to  he  worthy  of 
you  ;  that  is  impoffible  ;  but  have  I  not  feme  right  to 
wiiliGt  lead — to  expedi  you  fliould  pity  my  feelings ! 
Oh!  Emmera!  this  is  my  only  opportunity .  Confent, 
my  dearefb,  to  make  me  happy.  • — -  — 

Urge  me  not  at  prefent.  I  cannot  haden  into  any 
thing  fo  important,  without  feme  conflderation.  I 
arm  ft  i  efiedt  on - 


My  deared,  you  have  had  time  enough  to  refledf— 
Here  we  lead  a  life  difagreeabie  to  us  both-— you  will 
not  try  England — I  am  going  to  accompany  you  to  your 
retirement — and  there,  ycu  know,  we  cannot — Confi- 

mier,  ray  Emmera— content  to  it  now  - 

I  cannot — Do — pray  give  me  time  to  think  a  little — 

You  krr  \y  how  good  an  opinion  I  have  of  you - 

Yield  to  my  wilhes,  my  Emmera- - now - 

]  cannot  think  of  engagmg  for  life  in  fuch  a  connec¬ 
tion  without  feme  coniideiation  If  you  will  futh 
fully  prcniife  me  to  retu  n,  if  it  is  difagreeabie  to  me, 

I  will  go  with  you  to  England - - 

Faith  uPy  I  this  mome  it  give  you  the  promife — but, 
Emmera,  this  mud  nr  i  be  a  meer  evaiton from  making 

toe  the  happieft  cf  mank’nd  - - 

It  iltall  not— H  ihsdi  then  have  time  toconfder. 
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I  again  urged  her  to  both,  but  in  vain - fhe  J  Cj  t 

to  her  prolific  to  go  with  me  to  England,  but  wet  Id 
have  time  to  confider  well  before  die  agreed  to  c :  r 
marriage:  I  faw  clearly  her  fear  of  my  being  a  different 
character  in  the  world  to  what  lire  had  known  me  in 
retirement.  I  have  perfuaded  my  filler  to  accompany 
us,  if  my  father  will  confect,  who  com^s  home  in  a 
day  or  two — This  point  gained  gives  me  great  pleafure  * 
it  is  more  than  I  expected. 

#  #  m  ft 

Ely  father  is  come  home,  and  expreffed  great  fiatis- 
faction  at  feeing  me — he  gave  me  hearty  and  lire  ere  ;oy 
at  my  finding  (o  amiable -and  beautiful  a  your?  jady  fo' 
accidental [y —  cement ed  at  or.ee  to  Lucy's  going  with 
us,  and  we  accordingly  fet  off  next  Tuefdai . 

*  *  *  * 

Philadelphia , 

We  are  arrived  here :  The  journey  took  us  more  time 
than  can  be  fuppofed,  for  E  mr.cra  and  myfelf  got  into 

the  coach  but  little  ;  the  motion  difggrees  with  her _ 

Lucy  could  not  travel  like  us,  we  were  therefore  forced 
to  fend  over  for  one.  I  lent  before- to  procure  as  pri¬ 
vate  lodgings  as  poffible,  till  a  fhip  lets  fail  that  can 
accommodate  us  .conveniently.  Emm  era  has  feen  but 
little  of  the  town,  but  exprerfes  great  dtfiikc  at  the  idea 
in  general,  and  takes  norpleafu,e  in  a  fight  lo  perfect¬ 
ly  novel. 

She  continues  inlcderableXpirits,  and  w  hires  to  arrive 
at  our  little  farm. 

I  am  at  .prefent  in  hade,  and  filial]  therefore  conclude 
Tuyfeif,  &c. 


P.  Chet 


W  YN, 
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LETTER  XXIX. 

0  x 

Sir  Philif  Chet  win  [in  Continuation.] 

Chctzvyn  Manor 

IN  the  firft  place,  my  dear  Sinclair,,  let  me  exprefs 
the  ardent  willies  I  have,  that  your  affair  may  be 
as  fpeedily  compromifed  as  you  have  reafon  to  think  it 
will:  I  am  extremely  glad  to  hear  that  your  pardon  is 
in  a  fairway  of  reaching  you  quickly.  This  was  moft 
grateful  news  to  me,  I  allure  you. 

We  landed  in  England  laft  week,  after  an  agreeable, 
fpeedy  voyage,  and  inftantly  fet  out  for  this  place, 
without  a  foul’s  knowing  it.  There  was  nobody  in  the 
houfe  but  my  old  fteward  and  his  wife,  who  were  very 
warm,  and,  I  believe,  very  fincere  in  their  expreflions 
of  joy  at  feeing  me ;  but  had  no  beds,  nor  other  ac¬ 
commodations  ready  for  us.  I  ordered  that  no  mortal, 
more  than  abfolutely  necelfary,  fhould  know  of  our  ar¬ 
rival  The  fir  ft  night  we  lay  in  our  cabbin-beds ,  but 
had  bedding,  &c.  well  aired  the  next  day. 

I  laid  down  a  plan  of  life  before  I  arrived,  which  I 
determined  to  follow,  and  deviate  from  it  as  little  as 
polfible;  for  the  moll  important  object  of  my  life  is 
Emmera’s  not  being  dilgufted  with  her  refidence  in 
England — I  therefore  refolved  to  render  the  place  as 
funilar  to  that  we  had  left,  as  the  niceft  management 
could  effedt 

My  houfe  is  a  tolerable  good  one,  fituated  near  the 
center  of  my  eftate  ,  the  adjoining  fields  very  woody  ; 
and  not  wanting  in  the  beauties  of  landscape.  The 
garden  luckily  was  very  large  ;  and  what  I  did  not  cifi- 
like,  the  hedges  in  and  about  it  grown  quite  wild  and 
woody:  I  turned  it  immediately  into  the. chief  part  cf 
our  new  farm ;  three  other  fmall  fields  which  lay  con¬ 
tiguous  made  up  the  remaince  .  By  throwing  down 
hedges — altering  doors,  gates,  windows,  &c.  1  pre- 
fently  cow  eP.ed  it  with  a  fmall  brrn  and  a  liable — and 
making  a  new  door  into  the  parlour,  had  an  immediate 

com- 
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communication  with  an  apartment  of  the  houfealmoit 
detached  from  the  reft  of  it. 

Of  this  new  dominion  we  took  immediate  polTeflion ; 
excluding  all  fervants  from  attending  us,  and  having 
fcarce  any  communication  with  the  world.  We  la¬ 
boured  extiemely  hard  to  bring  our  new  arable  land  in¬ 
to  good  order.  I  plough(d  it  thoroughly,  to  prepare 
it  for  feed  wheat,  and  my  dcareft  Emmera,  with  more 
chearfulnefs  than  I  expeffed,  aiiifted  me  as  foe  had 
ufed  to  do  at  the  American  farm.  Thank  Heaven  lire 
began  her  labours  without  any  difguft:  ‘This  novelty 
was  not  diipteafing  to  her;  and  Ihe  was  enters  in  a  1 
with  feveral  garden-herbs  I  introduced,  which  w  e  had 
not  in  our  old  farm. — The  culture  we  bellowed  on  them 
caught  her  attention,  to  the  advantage  of  the  place 
Lucy  prrtook  in  our  labours  a  little,  and  not  v.  it  he  ut 
laughing  at  us  both  —however,  Emmera  was  greatly 
[leafed  with  her  company  and  her  harpfichoro  was  & 
g;  eat  addition  to  our  amufements.  Some  few  books 
alfo  I  added  to  our  old  cokeclion,  which  opened  a  iuw 
world  to  my  Emm  era’s  ideas.  Thus  we  entered  on  our 
new  life,  and  I  had  no  reafon  to  fear  that  my  amiable 
fair  one  would  repent  the  change  lire  had  made. 

My  arrival  could  not  be  kept  fo  fecret,  but  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  prefently  knew7  of  it.  Some  old  acquaintance 
called  to  fee  me,  hut  weie  all  denied.  Yefierdav  Mr. 
Stephenfon  and  his  wife,  with  their  country  bluntntfs, 
would  come  in — their  damn’d  cuiiofity,  I  fuppofe,  at 
the  bottom — Emmera  and  myfelfwere  at  our  labour  in 

the  farm - “  Heighday  !”  cried  the  fool,  “  Why 

v/hat  the  devil  does  this  mean!  what!  turned  labourer 

— - *Come,  come,  my  American  iad  and  lafs — in 

with  us — let  us  hear  a  little— Come  —what  news  fiom 

tbefavages?” - Emmera  flared  at  him  with  no 

pleafure,  I  faw  by  her  looks. — “  Savages!”  replied  I— * 
“  I  am  glad  to  hear  then  that  I  am  comcamongft  a  pc- 
litepeople — The  affertion  was  wanting,  methinks— lor, 
from  the  fpecimen  you  exhibit,  it  was  very  doubt! ul,  i 
a  fl  u  re  you.” 

Nay,  Sir  Philip,  be  n’t  affronted. 


Sir, 
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*  ^ant  neither  your  company  nor  conversation 
, ills  h,nt  was  rather  too  broad  for  him  to  miftake  it 
-  they  turned  their  backs  immediately  and  left  us. 

Dear  Sir  Philip,  faid  Emmera,  how  could  you  be- 
erve  fo  rougnly  to  that  gentleman  and  lady! 

^Yly  deareit  Emmera,  becaufe  they  had  the  import!- 
Kence  to  break  into  our  retirement  in  luch  a  manner 
I  was  then  unluckily  caught,  for  flie  had  difeovered 
that,  had  oraered  myfelf  to  be  denied  to  every  one. 
i  his  gave  her  uncommon  uneafinefs. 

Y°u  muitaHow  me  to  alTert,  Sir  Philip,  that  this 
cor.dua  furprizes  me.  What  can  he  your  inducement 
for  living,  as  I  may  rail  it,  in  a  conitan.  lie  f 

My  deareft  Emmera,  to  live  to  your  inclination  is 
the  only  vvim  ot  my  heart.  I  know  you  love  retire¬ 
ment—  and  it  is  equally  agreeable  to  me.'  Why,  there- 
tore,  fnould  we  live  expo  fed  to  every  impertinent  vi- 
Intiudes  on  us  merely  for  his  own  curiofity  ? 
1  ms  is  very  amazing — If  any  of  your  neighbours 
think  proper  to  take  the  trouble  of  vifking  us — it  can 

be  only  through  their  own  kindnefs  and  benevolence _ 

as  they  have  no  intereft  in  it — Is  that  impertinence  l 
Or  is  it  confident  with  common  humanity  ;o  lock  your 
doors  on  fuch  people  !  and  to  refufe  their  friendly'  viiit 
with  the  guilt  of  an  untruth!— Oh!  Sir  Philip  f  hew 
different  from  tne  houle  where  no  door— - 
.  Ccafc,  my  Emmera,  to  let  any  thing  of  this  nature 
give  you  a  moment's  uneafinefs — It  Ihail  be  charred 
immediately,  ifyourequeft  it — but,  then,  my  deareit , 
remember  and  be  not  dhguited  at  people  of  your  own 
admitting. 

g  a  n  t  is  owu’ng  to  me — any  thing  will 
be  more  agreeable  than  a  coiiduft  fo  void  ofgeneiofity. 

I  would  have  warded  off  the  blow  if  poflible — but 
in  vain — an  order  is  therefore  given  to  admit  every  bo¬ 
dy — I  dread  the  confequence  ;  but  fo  itmuft  be.  Adieu, 
Sinclair,  You  iiiaii  hear  from  me  again  fpeedily. 

P*  Cketwin, 


\ 
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LETTER  XXX. 

MifsHip.vEY  to  Mifs Chet wyn. 

THANK  Heaven,  my  dearcrt,  you  _re  landed— 
I  received  your  kind  note,  and  fliall  obey  your 
call,  but  ftrange  affairs  at  prelent  prevent  my  coming 
I  defigned  you  a  long  letter,  but  have  time  to  write 
©nly  a  few  lines. 

The  woman  that,  under  the  proof  and  pretence  of 
being  Elizabeth  Hcrvey,  gained  my  father’s  eftate,  is 
an  importer.  I  think  I  told  you  in  me  lath  to  America 
lire  was  gone  down  into  Berkrtrire,  and  had  offered  it 
to  fale— with  feme  other  odd  tranfaftions.  She  would 
have  taken  half  its  value,  if  the  price  was  paid  her  im- 
mediately— but  her  eagernefs  to  fell  gave  fuch  fufpicions 
that  nobody  ventured  topurchafe  it.  But,  I  hear  ihe  got 
hve  hundred  pounds  on  it  by  a  mortgage.  No  fooner 
was  the  arrival  of  SirPh.hpChctwyn  known,  than  fhe 
with  all  her  crew  and  her  five  hundred  pounds,  fW  to 
France.  So  ftrange  a  turn  aftoniihed  my  father— and 
made  him  refleft  on  the  whole  affair  with  redoubled  at¬ 
tention.  He  again  read  the  note  I  had  met  with  fo  ac • 
cidentally  at  Mrs.  Edgerton’s.  He  confidered  the  poft- 
fcript  *b°ut  the,  P’1  Jog  ,  he  afked  what  I  knew 
of  her  liiltory :  1  told  him.  “  This  Mrs.  Edgerton, 

L  uhm'3Aer-amlJy  l,r,P°«or - and  the  tale  of 

the"  truth”  d  deSd  a  meie  fall1ty-But  1  will  know 

He  accordingly  went  to  the  Fleet  (I  think  that  was 
t.re  pr, Ion)  and  made  an  enquiry  after  Mr.  Edgerton- 
he  was  anfwered  that  he  died  feme  time  ago 
father  would  not  be  fatisfied  with  the  anfwer-he  thread 

erred  the  keeper  all  in  vam - at  laft  he  gained  the 

ruth  by  bribery-and  was  conduced  to  him  A  more 
mtferable  objeft  he  never  beheld  :  he  believes  had  he 
come  a  day  later,  he  really  would  have  been  dead  Hr 
mid  open  the  affair  and  conjured  Edgerton  to  difeov  t 
w-utever  he  knew  of  it.  The  airaoft  dying  man  broke 

in  t* 
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into  a  mod  outrageous  curling  of  his  wife - faid  Iht 

was  a  damned  impoftor,  and  had  deceived  him  into 
enabling  her  to  compleat  her  villainy,  on  a  profufion 
of  promifes  (he  had  made  him.  That  he  laid  open  to 
her  every  circumitancc  of  the  law-fuit  relationfnip ;  the 
knowledge  of  which  he  had  gained  from  his  Iriend  For- 
reiter,  wbo  plotted  the  fame  dellruCtion,  but  did  not 

live  to  execute  it  - that  he  got  the  fatal  ring  from 

Chetwyn’s  giil  when  he  attempted  to  carry  her  elf _ 

that  he  had  configned  it  to  his  care,  and  he,  like  a 

fool,  had  given  it  up  to  his  wife - He  added,  that 

if  he  lived,  and  his  evidence  could  be  of  any  ufe  In  ex- 
nofing  the  villainy  of  his  wife,  and  puniiking  ner  for 
perjury,  he  would  freely  give  the  whole. 

My  father  returned  very  well  fati&fied  with  his  infor¬ 
mation,  and  it  loon  appeared  true  enough.  Mrs.  Ed- 

gerton  was  no  where  to  be  found - and  he  had  foon 

after  intelligence  from  Bologne,  that  Ike  was  landed 
there.  He  has  fince  had  feveral  conferences  with  his 
lawyers,  and  they  are  all  of  opinion,  that  if  your  bro¬ 
ther’s  American  lady  can  produce  a  few  papers,  the 
titles  of  which  I  indole  by  my  father's  dehre,  her  being 
the  real  Elizabeth  Hervey  will  be  proveed  fufficientlv, 
for  the  ltrength  of  all  the  impoltor’s  evidence  is  on  her 
ide,  as  Mrs.  Edgerton  gained  the  full  merely  by  pre¬ 
tending  to  be  what  (lie  really  is. 

Thus,  my  dear  Lucy,  the  elfate  in  queftionis  clear¬ 
ly  the  property  of  your  brother’s  Incognita;  for  none  of 
our  lawyers  affert  the  contrary,  Cven  if  Ike  has  not 
thole  papers - but  only  that  they  will  prove  it  be¬ 

yond  contradiction.  My  father  bid  me  inform  you, 
thot  he  has  no  rehgnation  to  make,  for  the  young  lady 
has  nothing  to  do  but  to  take  polfellion  ;  and  that  he 
is  very  glad  it  becomes  the  property  of  the  true  owner 
fnftead  of  an  impoitor. 

Mr.  Sinclair  arrived  in  London  lafh  Tuelday.  Ge¬ 
nerous  man!  Notwithstanding  the  lofs  o  fortune  • 
he  has  demanded  my  father’s  confent  for  an  immmedi- 
ate  marriage,  and  in  my  ne:£t  I  way  be  able  to  name 

th 
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the  day.  The  idea  of  his  aftedtion  fupports  me; 
Would  to  Heaven  it  could  my  dear  father  l 

Adieu,  my  Lucy;  I  remain,  &c» 

C.Hervey, 
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Sir  Phil io  Chetwym  to  Mr.  Sinclair 


YOU  certainly  know,  my  dear  friend,  the  (late  of 
the  extraordinary  affair,  of  which  Mifs  Hervey 
wrote  my  filter  an  account.  She  difclofied  it  to  my  dear 
£  nmera,  making  known  to  her  her  birth,  and  that  fhe 
was  the.  poffeffor  of  her  family  eilatc,  a nd  named  the 
papers,  of  which  Mils  Ileiyey  inclofed  in  a  lift.  Em- 
jnera  laid  die  had  thofe  identical  papers  among  feme 
«others  of  her  father’s,  but  that  none  of  them  gave  her 
any  infight  into  the  name  of  her  family.  Lucy  then 
informed  her,  thither  right  was  dear  and  inaifputa- 
ble.  Her  anfwer  was  as  follows : 

That  this  affair  fhould  ever  happen,  gives  me  more 
pain  than  I  can  exprefs  for  I  have  no  defire  that  any  one 
iliould  have  obligations  to  me  “but  as  to  taking  an  ef- 
tate,  which  has  been  fo  many  years  in  the  poffeffion  of 
another  worthy  family,  who  will  be  reduced  almoff  to 
want  without  it — an  eftate,  which  has  occafioned  the 

nracTee  of  fo  mnclv -villainy - which  may  involve  me, 

and  a  1  that  may  inherit  it  after  me,  in  the  wretched¬ 
ness  which  my  father  efcaped  when  he  loll  it:  No ;  I 
-will  have  the  poffeffion  of  no  fuch  eftate— no  addition 
to  my  prefent  poverty  fhall  caufe  one  moment’s  unea- 
dinefs  to  any  perfon—  What  may  be  the  value  of  this  eff 
tat  e  ? 

Near  forty  thou  food  pounds. 

Well  *  all  I  fhall  take  of  the  forty  is  four  thoufml 
pounds/  which  I  will  get  you,  Sir  Philip,  to  expend  in 
■ibme  receffaries  of  life.,  and  tranimit  them  to  our  old 
neighbours  the  Indians,  to  divide  among  themiclyes. 
Gratitude  obliges  nre,  on  fuch  an  oceaiion,  not  to 
•hr  get  them. 

Heavens !  mv  dear  Emmera  (by  that  panic  I  fhall 
ever  cal!  you)  what  generofiry  of  foul. is  this.! 

I  am  forry  you  think  it  fo,  Sir  Philip— Nature,  I  am 
fue,  would  never  give  that  title  to  refilling  to  make 

cues- 
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ones-felf  richer  at  the  expence  cf  another’s happindr 
(And  turning  to  Lucy)  Be  fo  good  Madam,  as  to  in-* 
form  your  friend,  my  new-diicovcred  coni  n,  that  the 
moment  her  father  can.  forward  -any  writing,  which 
will  give  up  all  title  to  the  erhue,  excepting  the  iuni  1 
mentioned,  I  lliail  immediately  (L;n  it.. 

And  nowy  my  dear  Sinclaii,  hclhve  me  when,  w’(h 
all  (lricerity,  I  allure  you,  that  th  s  generufity  of  the 
Gear  angel  gives  me  no  fin-ill  pJcaltirc*  I  rejoice  that 
you  will  now  marry  a  woman  with  all  the  foiturevou 
expected - -Was  I  certain  that  this  extraordinary  wo¬ 

man  would  be  m}’  wire,  and  of  courfe  t  lv  t  die  vvaa  ge¬ 
nerous  at  my  future  exper.ee,  k  would  g:ve  me  equal 
fati  faction  ;  for  In  fore  Heaven,  I  ’rad  lather  have  the 
infinite  ‘happinefs  of  feeing  luch  a  blaze  of  exceljency 

in  the  foul  of  her  1  love,  than  twenty  e Rates - Mine 

already  is  a  vciv  noble  one  for  my  rank  in  life - mo:e 

*  J  ^  #  4 

than  fufficient  for  ail  my  family - and  . I  am  fure,  if  I 


marry  Emmera,  I  dial  I  have  no  expend  ve  wife,  Be¬ 
lieve  me,  Sinclair,  that  this  unufual  piece  of  genera¬ 


lity  gives  nothing  but  pleafure  to  any  one  here— — Af~ 


fure  the  Herveys  of  the  fame,  and  tell  Mr.  Hervey  to 
fend  a  refignation  immediately.  This  is  Emmera  s  de¬ 
fire,  fhewiil  not  be  eafy  until  it  isfigned. 

Oh!  my  friend,  did  you  but  know  w.th  what  ran- 

lures  i  contemplate  this  angelic  fcdl - -She  is  more 

than  human. 

*  %  %  'M 


T lie  firry. 

I  am  not  at  all  pleafed  with  the  event  of  admitting 
all  vifitors.  In  confequence  of  it,  we  have  had  funeral ; 
fome  among  them  of  the  flupid,  hum-drum order,  vdo 
gave  no  offence  to  my  Emmera ;  but  among  the  roll, 

Sir  George  Airy  and  Ins  lady,  filler  and  coufiri - 

Lady  Betty.  Banniftcr,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Complin,  made 
one  afternepn’s  party,  coming  fuddenly  on  us  while  I 
was  in  a  fuftian  frock,  digging  in  the  farm,  anti  my  dear 
Emmera  quite  in  a  ciiliabifle,  hoeing  a  bed  oi  carrots. 
As  foon  as  wc  weie  informed  that  lome  company  w  as 
come  to  lee  us,  we  left  our  bull nefs  to  attend  them  — 

H  z  and 
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and  fuch  is  the  force  of  a  rational,  unprejudiced  mind, 
that  my  fair  labourer,  with  all  the  dignity  of  mild  be¬ 
nevolence,  walk’d  into  the  pielence  of  a  let  of  well- 
dreiVd  vifitofs,  without  one  thought  about  the  compa¬ 
rative  meannefs  of  her  apparel.  Vvha’t  falfe  fliame  i* 
the  inheritance  of  fcfliionabJe  politenefs! 

Fmmera,  with  great  fweetnefs  of  manner,  anfwered 
what  ouch  ion 5  were  afked  her  about  America  ,•  but  Sir 
George,  complimenting  her  in  a  h  ghty  manner  on  her 
leaving  fuch  a  wiiderneis  of  lavage..,  the  word  gave  her 
aclifguit - 

I  don’t  under  ft&nd  that  expreflion,  Sir:  Pray  what  do 
you  mean  by  lavage  *  ? 

Mean,  Madam!  Ton  honour,  I  mean  the  very  re¬ 
verie  of  what  they  ought  to  be,  that  were  illumin’d  by 

fuch  beauty  as  your’s — 1  on  know  what  1  mean- - - 

you  can  tell,  Madam. 

1  fuptofeyou  mean  the  Indians,  Sir — — —  But  fo 
far  are  they,  in  my  opinion,  fiom  being  fayagea,  that  I 
allure  you,  Sir,  they  are  neither  vain  of  their  drefs — * 
'  nor  conceited  of  their  impertinence — —  nor  had  ]  ever 
a  compliment  [aid  me  by  one  of  them  at  the  expence 
of  common  feme  and  fincei  ity. 

The  dear  creature  g-ve  him  a  look  a  httle  fcornful 
with  this  hnart  reply,  srd  from  that  time  the  company 
were  a  little  cautious  oi  being  lice  with  her,  A  vai  iety 
of  flippant  converlation  about  fluff  and  trun  peiy  pshed 
the  tint*  a  way  curing  tea:  Emmera,  1  could  lee, 
thought  it  veiy  trifling.  As  loon  as  tea  was  over,  Lady 
Betty  began  to  talk  or  Quadrille,  faying,  “  Now,  Sir 
George,  I  will  give  you  your  revenged’  I  call'd  for 
cards,  and  to  it  they  went.  A  lun  of  iil  luck  made 
Mrs.  Complin  intokially  ill  naturt-d  “  Vvell!  this 
is  m^iilfrous  l — not  one  afk — Mils  Airy,  you  area 
Shocking  neig!  hour— always  afk— Theie  is  no  bearing 
ihisd’- - And  then  Jofing  a  vole,  fhe  began  to  quar¬ 

rel  with  her  partner,  and  fought  ever  the  whole  game 

again  -  Difputes  a  che,  and  the  whole  room  pre- 

fe.nl ly  was  an  infernal  reg  on,  in  which  Spadil,  like  the 

devil  with  the  trident  cf  hell,  hmici  ruin  and  doiiruLcion 
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till  ail  engaged  appeal cu  —  .  .  , 

flipped  out  o't-the  room,  and  I  followed  her  immedi- 

A'JoocTlok!!  Sir  Philip,  what  is  the  matter  with- 
tricm  ? _ 1  can’t  perceive  that  you  ocodioned  their  quai- 

xel  •  but  for  Heaven  s  fake  appease  them. 

'  Mv  deareft  Emmery  (replied I,  Jmhng)  you  know 
,i0t  half  the  abfurditiesoi  the  woi  lu—  1  hey  ire  not  tjuar- 
,  tiling,  but  at  an  amufemtnt — they  are  diverting  t,.eni- 

'  Darting  themfelve.! - That  U  veryftiange- 

for  I  heard  one  lady  fay,  with  tears  m  her  eyes,  that  -In- 

had  loft  all  her  money. 

Why,  mv  dear  Emn.era,  dd  ;  ou  never  hear  you: 

J  '  *  -  ,  r  -1  I  1-  <roniir-T  !:i  ttg. 


father'norm)  fe£f  %'“7  lLil  £  aW  SamIn£  ia  t! 

''°liut  very  fi’ght'r.  Is  thisgaming  ?' 

Yes,  my  deareft — but  they  game  out  little;  that 

they  plav  for  very  little  money. 

And  Is  this  any  amulement  to  you,.  yj:r  I  Imip  t 

Far  from  it,  my  deaietl.- - it  dfigmts  me  gteady 

B-ut  Emmera,  why  would  you.  not  allow  me  to  iciufe 

them  admittance  ?  .  .  .  ,  ,  „t  , 

Theie  is  a  faJfity  and  occeit  in-fuCm  a  conquer,  that- 

j  cannot  hear  it.  But  what  a  lad  alternative  it  is  to  aft 
fo,  or  have  fuch  companies  ot  mad  cieatures  v.a  tire.e 
j^rc!  Oh  L  Sir  Philip,  there  was  nothing  cl  this  ia 

America..  T  ^  „  , 

When  the  Party  left  U5,  i_adj'  Betty  an^cci  c  in  com- 

pany  for  the  Friday  following— 1  would  have  avoided 

the  vifit,  in  a  general  aflurance  of  waiting  on  her,  but 

ravoar  her  with  her  Ce  u£  a  .  .  . 

tuie  an  fevered  in  the  affirmative:  1  atie:  wards  caution¬ 
ed  her  aval nft  engaging  henelr,  out  (belaid,  it  they 
were  good  natured  enough  to  afk  her,  it  certainly  wa. 
meant  a  kir.dnels,  and  therefore  five  had  no  idea  of  re- 
fufm?  it.  We  accordingly  we.it  on  toe  day  appointed, 
uu*>  ii  ;  Lucp 
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Lucy  in  the  coach,  and  Emir, era  and  myfelf  on  foci,  a 
it  was  only  three  miles.  In  our  Way  v/e  came  up  with 
a  waggon  lluck  fail  in  the  road,  and  the  driver  whip¬ 
ping  hories  mod  cruelly,  to  make  them  do  what 
was  beyond  their  ibengtfe.  Emm  era’s  humane  heart 
was  touch'd  at  the  fight  exceedingly — the  tears  ran  down 
her  checks,  and  fhe  lifted  up  her  hands  at  the  barbari¬ 
ty  of  the  fellow.  I  call’d  to  him,  with  a  tone  of  au¬ 
thority,  to  ceafe  at  his  peril - but  he  gave  me  a  curfe 

and  whipp'd  away  harder  than  before:  Had  not  Emine¬ 
nt  been  with  me  1  hr  on  Id  have  made  mince- meat  of  the 
bruin,  bar- ihe  v/ithdd  me.  I  never  knew  any  body 
more,  affected  than  lire  was  at  the  fight— — almolt  to 

lain  dr*  a  ;  nor  did  flie  recover  her  fell  teat  day. - 

1  he  vifit  was  nearly  a  repetition  of  the! fame  abfur ci¬ 
ties  as  the  former  one  to  curielves:  Cards  filled  up  rhe 

general  vacuity  of  the  time - the  fame  bickerings, 

uneaflnels  and  difeontent  attended  the  card-table  as 
ever.  Mu  Morley,  who  leaned  by  his  converfation  to 
be  a  tportlman,  took  occalion  to  congratulate  Mi .  Ban- 
niff  eryLady  Betty’s  huiband)  on  laying  one  Dee/s  by 
the  heels ,  who,  it  fee  ms  7  was  a  poacher,  and  had  been 

caught  taking  a  hare - The  two  Iportfmen  talked  over 

the  affair  with  great  glee,  t  rid  triumphed  much  in  tie 
iiav.ner.cf  fecurtPF  the  do?.  Fmme'.a,  who  was  liir- 
prized  to  hear  that  a  man  was  punifhed  only  for  killing 
a  hare,  v  as  a  little  inquifitiye  in  her  quell  Ions  to  the 
'  f  entleircn  :  ana  ike  diicovered,  that  inffead  of  infiidt- 
;ii  j  the  common  puniilnwent  the  law  decreed,  they  had 
ruined  tie  it  How  by  attack  i:  g  him  at  law  for  the  offence, 
load  iff  r  him  with  luch  law  exper  ces,  that  he  mull  ly 
'in  pdlbn  all  his  life:  olio  alio  learnt,  that  the  pour 
f  How  left  a  wife  and  three  helplefs  children  to  charity 
for  their  muhuu.anee.  She  gave  no  reply  to  then  ex- 
jdeSions  of  iatietactidn  ;  hv>\  i he  .moment  v/e  were  alone 

- “  juft  Heaven!0  fiid  the  “  what  a  vile  affair  U 

that  of  the  poor  man  imp  i  boned  for  killing  a  bar:  !  Oh! 
Hr  Philip,  my  blood  urns  ccla  to  think  of  tire  intoi via¬ 
ble  wicked riefs  in  the  woild,  and amon^li  pc  *  -e  drat 
think  themiclves  rcJmed  in  theii  underfiandimfs  a  id  oc- 
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Hilied  in  their  ideas!  Thefe  are  the  people  that  call  the 
Americans  favages !  Virtuous  and  amiable  people  M 
have  quitted  the  neighbourhood  of  men  to  become  the 
companion  of  brutes! - What  do  you  defgn  to  c:o, 

Sir  Philip  ?  .  T 

To  difcharge  that  poor  man  from  pnfon,  by  paying 

his  perfecutors  demands. 

I  am  glad  you  thought  of  it. 

But  think,  Sir  Philip,  if  I  have  already  met  with  fuch 
an  inftance,  what  thou  finds  of  harnilefs  people  mu  ft 
be  in  mifery  all  around  us,  fo  wietchecly  unprolefted 
bv  your  boa  fled  laws!  You  may  deliver  this  man,  but 

think  of  this  curfed  law - we  live  aimed  in  the  y  ery 

den  of  tyranny.  Sir  Philip,  the  world  is  odious  to  me, 
nor  fhall  I  have  one  moment’s  ferci  ity  of  mind,  till  you 
freed  me  hence  to  a  clime  of  peace  and  liberty.  I  will 

returmto  my  old  retirement - 1 — - 

Ceafe,  my  angelic  Eminent,  nor  cad  reproaches  on 
me  for  bringing  you  where  you  alone  would  come: 
Why  would  you  not  be  content  to  liver  with  me  on  our 
farm,  and  fuller  none  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  vile 
world  to  interrupt  us  with  their  impertinencies !  Con- 
lent,  my  cleared,  to  live  as  I  piopofed. 

Can  any  thing  be  10  abfurd  !  If  we  -eclude  ourfelves 
from  the  world,  why  not  as  v/ell  in  America  as  in 
England.  Why  not  remove  from  all  this  cordufion  of 
folk/  and  mifery,  where  we  are  liable  to  have- it  breau 
in  upon  us  every  moment,  to  a  fwee-t  retirement,  where 
nothing  reigns  but  innocence  and  perpetual  harmony! 
We  cannot  dirout  here,  but  our  eyes,  ea:s,  and  every 
ftnfe  is  caught  with  object*  of  wrerchedncfs  here 
we  meet  with  nothing  of  that  fort — nothing  that  can 
offend  the  fevened  mind.  Indeed,  Sir  Pii  lip,  it  would 
be  the.higheft  folly  to  remain  here. 

I  made  life  of  every  argument  I  ccu’d  think  cf  to  per- 
fuade  her  to  change  her  mind.  him  a.i  hi  vain  :  Sbe  beg¬ 
ged  c r  me.  with  mars  in  her  eye  ;,  to  think  no  more 
about  her,  to  fend  her  >0  her  ’ear  heme,  and  leave  her 
to  her  fate.  lV;.y  he.  ..rt  ; fee  c  t  vveud  d  t  uttered. 

j 

I  fvvore  never  to  Trial. e  itu  ,  and  ii  ilic  perlided  ii;  her 
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refolution,  to  attend  her  forthwith.  What  will  be  the 
event,  I  know  not :  but  fhe  appears  determin’d. 

*  *  *  # 

Emmera  is  relolved  to  go.  We  went  to  our  market 
town  the  other  day  at  her  defire,  to  buy  fome  kitchen 
utenfils,  and  fome  implements  in  the  farming  way, 
which  ihe  recolledted  we  fhould  want  at  our  American 
farm:  As  the  devii  would  have  it,  a  deferter  was  whip¬ 
ping  mo  ft  fevcrely  on  the  market  hill,  as  we  walked 
over  it,  with  a  crowd  of  people  viewing  the  punifta- 
fiaent  with  great  fatisfaclion.  “  Heavens!"  cried  En> 
mera,  “  what  can  this  mean  !  W hat  cruelty  is  this!” 
I  explained  to  her  his  crime,  and  the  necefiky  of  pu- 

liiiliing  it  feverely - “  Good  God!”  anfwered  ihe, 

4 ‘  fo  this  poor  creature  is  whipt  to  death  for  reaving 
one  employment  to  follow  another :  He  makes  a  change 
for  the  better,  and  is  laliied  to  death  for  it — and  tbelc 
people!  Where  is  their  feeling!  Think  of  viewing  fuch 

a  fight  without  horror - Heavens,  Sir  Philip,  let  us 

leave  this  detellable  country  with  all  Ipeed.” 

Nothing  could  happen  at  a  more  unlucky  time :  it 
clench’d  her  refolution.  She  was  now  fixed  as  fate.  1 
law  her  fo  fhongly  determin’d,  that  I  was  convinced  it 
would  be  m  vain  to  oppofe  her:  I  therefore  refolved  to 
entreat  her  without  delay,  and  before  we  embarked,  to 
be  mine  for  ever - 1  fpoke  to  her  as  follows  : 

Emmera,  I  content.  I  will  attend  you  to  America  ; 
and  have  no  doubt  of  fpending  the  remainder  of  my 
life  in  perfect  eafe  and  happinefs  with  you,  provided 
you  confent  to  make  me  firft  fupremcly  happy.  You 
mull  now  allow  the  reafonablencfs  of  my  requell— You 
cannot - muft  not  refufe  me  !  - - 

Sir  Philip,  if  your  refolution  is  really  fixed,  and 
founded  on  your  inclination,  it  gives  me  great  plea  lure  : 
On  my  part,  I  fhall  not  pra&iie  any  of  the  aits  I  have 

heard  you  condemn  my  lex  in  the  world  for -  ]  ihall 

be  in  no  difguife  -  If  you  really  are  determined  in  your 
purpofe,  and  will  give  the  affurance  of  a  man  of  honour 
never  to  oblige  me  ro  come  again  into  fociety,  I  confent 

to  be  your  wife.  You  know  my  poverty- - -but  I 

will 
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will  endeavour  to  make  up  in  friendfliip  and  affecTon 

what  I  want  in  money.  .  lt/rJ^niWr 

Tefu  Maria!  what  a  fpeech  was  this !  -  M>  anlwer 

_ _ no  anfwer  would  my  oveifiowmg  Iouj  admit 

other  than  fdence.  I  clatp’d  her  in  my  arms,  and  built 

into  tears  of  love  and  gratitude-**!  was  feme  minutes 

loit  in  a  delirium  of  joy. - Every  thing.  ixe  ,  ° 

morrow  fhewiil  be  mine. 

^  ^ 

Give  me  joy,  my  friend  !  I  am  a  happy  man  indeed, ! 

Emmera,  the  beauteous  Emmera  is  mine !  1  he  lucny 

die  is  calf  in  my  favour,  and  1  am  fixed  in  more  t  an 
human  happinefs.  What  a  woman!  Oh!  Sinclair! 
The  fwrft-wing’d  lightening  of  fancy’s  eye  neer  glanco 
on  fuch  anothei  !  All  fortune’s  quiver  emptied  on  me 
alone !  ’Tis  more  than  1  could  expect. 

$  ^ 

I  have  fettled  every  thing,  find  expe#  to  embark ^  in 

a  day  or  two  :  Lucy  accompanies  us.  I  have  freight¬ 
ed  two  fliips  with,  I  think,  every  poffible  convenience 
we  can  want  in  the  fanning  lile,  and  a  variety  ol  com¬ 
mon  necefTaries,  with  noble  prefats  of  my  witeslor 
.the  Indians,  i  indole  my  dear  Lmmcva'y  i  cognation 
groperly  figned  and  witnefied  to  you— — plerdc  to  con¬ 
vey  it  to  Mr.  Hervey.  Emmera  would  have  nnfweied 
his  letter  of  thanks,  but  there  is  fo  much  faid  in  it  ot 
giatiturie,  &c.  that  hie  can  command  no  v.ords  that 
will  Sufficiently  figure  after  hi  .  expreiCons,  which  con¬ 
vey  fo  many  more  thanks  than  any  thing  lire  has  done 
deierves.  I  alfo  fend  you  a  lettei  of  attorney  to  receive 
my  rents,  and  [  lace  them  for  my  ule  in  the  publick 
funds.  This  is  a  trouble  you  mud  allow  me  to  give 

you - Sinclair,  I  wifhin  Heaven  you  would  one  uay 

or  other  with  you:  wife,  take  a  voyage  to  America— 
Do  but  come  and  fee  what  a  picture  of  happinefs  our 
retirement  will  prelent  to  you  —  1  his  mult  be  btu 
moi e  of  it  another  time. 

Adieu.  Yours, 

F.  Che  twin. 

FINIS. 
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